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THE NATIONAL SON

AMERICANISM

Americanism is an unfailing love of Country, loyalty to its
institutions and ideas, eagerness to defend it against all
enemies, undivided allegiance to the flag and a desire to

secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and posterity.

DOWN THE WIRE

Brothers and Sisters,

I hope that this holiday season finds everyone doing well
and in the best of health and spirits, and that we are all
enjoying the company of our families and looking forward to

very Happy New Year.

Our apologies for the delay in the publication of the
“National Son,” as such we will be one edition behind,
however will be sure to keep you all informed of what is

taking place within the Order.

The 78th National Convention in Columbia, South
Carolina, went extremely well, and was a memorable
experience to all those who were able to attend. Information
regarding what took place has already been published in
General Orders No. 1, as well as the Goals & Plan of Action
for 2014-2015. And work has already started for the 2015
National Convention in Saratoga Springs, New York; more
information regarding the 79th National Convention will be

sent out shortly.

We are sadden to announce the passing of Brother John
O’Donnell-Rosales of the Cuba Libre Camp No. 172 of
Mobile, Alabama, in November of 2014; Bro. John had
organized and served as the President of Camp No. 172, as
well as serving as the Orders National Liaison Officer to the
Sons of Confederate Veterans during the 2013-2014 term.
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With all of that said, | hope that all of you are looking
forward to 2015, and the future of the Sons of Spanish
American War Veterans and Daughters of *98 as much as
myself. It is sure to be a year of much activity, growth and
progress. | encourage all of our Brothers and Sisters with
any ideas, recommendations, suggestions, etc... of ways in
which we can improve the Order, better preserve the
memory of the Veterans of the Spanish American War, the
Philippine Insurrection and the China Relief Expedition to

please send them along.
With my wishes to all of you for a Happy New Year,
In Freedom, Patriotism, & Humanity,

Kenneth H. Robison Il, National President

Sons of Spanish American War Veterans
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WELCOME TO OUR
NEWEST BROTHERS

AT LARGE MEMBERSHIP

Bro. James D. Crabtree of North Carolina
3rd Great Uncle Edward Adkins Crabtree
Private, Company A, 2nd U.S. Infantry Regiment

Bro. Richard S. Ehrie of Virginia
Great Grandfather Harry Fisher
Corporal, Company B, 1st U.S. Infantry Regiment

Bro. James W. Johnson of Arizona
Grandfather George Allen Grieble

QM Sergeant, Company K, 4th Ohio Volunteer Infantry

MicAH J. JENKINS CAMP No. 164 (SC)

Bro. William M. Livingston of South Carolina
Father William T. Livingston

Private, Company B, 1st South Carolina Volunteer Infantry

HISTORY OF TROOP C

NEW YORK VOLUNTEER CAVALRY

From Pages 270 to 277 of the ““New York in the Spanish-
American War 1898: Part of the Report of the Adjutant
General of the State for 1900.”” With minor editing by the

Newsletter Editor

Troop " C," Second Brigade, National Guard of New
York, was organized on December 16th, 1895.

This organization, having volunteered its services, was
one of the troops selected in General Orders No. 8, General
headquarters, State of New York, dated Adjutant-General's
Office, Albany, April 27th, 1898, to enter the service of the

United States as a volunteer troop.

Such recruiting as became necessary to replace men who
were not able to go with the troop was at once commenced,
and in accordance with Special Orders No. 72, Adjutant
Generals Office, May 1st, 1898, the troop reported to Major
Avery Delano Andrews, of squadron "A," to march with

troop "A," to the camp at Hempstead Plains, Long Island.

Here the few men rejected by the medical officer were
replaced by others, and the troop was mustered info the
service of the United States on May 20th, 1898, as "Troop C,

Cavalry, New York Volunteers.”

Troop "C," left Camp Black at 9. a.m., May 22nd, en-
route for Camp Russell A. Alger. Marched to Jersey City,
twenty miles, arriving there at 9 p.m., and camped at the
Arlington ball grounds.

= = <.
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May 23rd, the troop left Jersey City by rail at 9 a.m., and
arrived at Camp Alger. Fall's Church, Virginia, at 9 p.m.,
and was attached to headquarters of Second Army Corps,

Major-General Graham, commanding.

Flag of Troop C, N.Y. Volunteer Cavalry

June 7th, Lieutenant Henry Glaus was sent to Brooklyn
to obtain recruits to fill the troop to the maximum and

returned, June 13th, with twenty men.

June 17th, the troop left Camp Alger on a practice
march; camped that day at Holden's Ford, Bull Run,

Virginia, at 2:30 p.m.; distance marched, eighteen miles.

June 18th, marched to Henry House. Bull Run

battlefield; distance, seven miles.

June 19th, broke camp at 9 a.m.; returned to Camp Alger
via Centreville and Fairfax, and reached camp at 3 p.m.;

distance inarched, twenty-two miles.

June 20th, one officer and twenty-two enlisted men of
the troop accompanied Troop A on a practice march;

marched ten miles and encamped at Chain Bridge at 1 p.m.

June 21st, left camp at 8 a.m., and made camp at Great Falls
at 11:30 a.m.; distance of eight miles. June 22nd, left camp
at 8 a.m., and arrived at Camp Alger at 3 p.m.; distance of
eighteen miles. The principal features of this march were an
attack on wagon trains of first brigade, first division, near
Fall's Church, and swimming of horses in Chesapeake and

Ohio canal, at Great Falls.

July 11th, Troops C and A, Captain Clayton
commanding, left Camp Alger on practice march at 9 a.m.
Marched to Goose Creek, Va., via Leesburg Turnpike,
twenty-four miles, arriving there about 5 p.m., and camped
for the night.

July 12th, broke camp at Goose Creek and marched to
Ball's Bluff, via Leesburg; engaged in target practice there;

thence to Big Spring, twelve miles, and camped for night.

July 13th, drilled at Big Spring, and broke camp at 11

a.m.; marched, via Leesburg, to Oatville, ten miles.

July 14th, broke camp at Oatville 9 a.m., and marched to

Beaver Dam, fourteen miles.

July 15th, broke camp at Beaver Dam and marched to

Chantilly, twenty-three miles.

July 16th, left Chantilly 8 a.m., and marched to Camp
Alger, in miles, arriving there 1 p.m.; having been engaged
in practice march about six days and marching one hundred

and twenty miles, including detours.

July 24th, left Camp Alger, 8 p.m., and marched to Dunn
Loring; thence via Chesapeake & Ohio railroad to Newport
News.

July 25th, reached Camp Brooke, Newport News and

encamped.
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July 27th, broke camp at Camp Brooke, and marched to
Pier 5, Newport News, and embarked on transport "

Massachusetts."
July 28th, left Hampton Roads, Virginia.
July 31st, on board transport, bound for Porto Rico.

August 1st, the troop, including three officers and
eighty-nine men, were on the transport "Massachusetts"

bound for Porto Rico.

August 2nd, the transport stranded off Playa Ponce.
August 3rd, troop transferred to United States cruiser

"Prairie” on account of poor condition of "Massachusetts."

August 4th, the troop was assigned to duty with General
Wilson's First Division, First Army Corps headquarters.

August 5th, encamped at Playa Ponce.

August 6th, broke camp at 12 a.m., and marched three

miles to Ponce, and encamped on road to Juana Diaz.

August 7th, broke camp at 7 p.m., and marched on
military highway northeast six miles; encamped at 10 p.m.,

on held on north side of road.

August 8th, broke camp at 7 a.m., and marched six and
one-half miles on highway, through Juana Diaz, towards
Coamo. Halted at noon and camped for night beside small
stream on north side of road, near General Wilson's

headquarters.

August 9th, "boots and saddles" was sounded at 5:30
a.m., and Captain Clayton, Lieutenant Clans and seventy
men left camp with all arms prepared for action and marched
rapidly towards the American front, near Coamo. Here the
troop waited about thirty minutes during the firing of the
artillery at the Spanish blockhouse, protecting the highway

leading into Coamo. The captain then executed a flank

movement to the right, and was directed to proceed through
the woods and thickets; to take the baths of Coamo, and cut
off retreat of Spaniards by that route. On reaching the baths
the Spanish had fled. After a hurried but thorough search, the
troop trotted rapidly into Coamo, then in possession of
American troops. The troop pushed rapidly through the town
and started in pursuit of the Spaniards, occasionally
dismounting to fight on foot and ascertain if the road was
flanked by the Spanish rear guard. A number of bridges were
crossed, all of which the enemy had attempted to destroy,
but apparently had been forced, to abandon them on account
of the close pursuit. Eight men had to be left on the road
above Coamo on account of exhaustion of horses. The troop
advanced up the pass live miles above Coamo, towards
Aibonito. The troop was advancing in column of fours with
an advance guard well to the front, still in pursuit of the
Spanish rear guard, when suddenly a Spanish battery from a
hill on the left opened fire and fired eight shells at the troop.
The troop was dismounted and line formed. The horses were
sent to a sheltered spot two hundred yards in rear.
Sharpshooters were designated to fire on any of the enemy
showing themselves. Flankers were sent out and
preparatiions made to hold the position against any party the
Spaniards might send out. It was evident from the length of
their trenches, and the number of them and their two field
pieces, which could be seen, that they were in force in a
strong position, about 1,300 yards ahead. The troop
remained here watching the enemy, reconnoitering on both
Hanks, and about 8 p.m., were re-enforced by Company F of
the Third Wisconsin infantry.

August 10th, details were sent out on scout duty. About
2:30 p.m., firing was heard farther up the road, an attempt
being made by the enemy to cut off a detail of five men who

were sent to reconnoiter the path leading to the east. The
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troop fighting on foot and supported by Company F, Third
Wisconsin, advanced up the pass and a skirmish fire was
kept up for about two hours, the result being that the firing
parties from the Spanish entrenchments were driven back to
their breastworks, leaving the troop and Company F
occupying the next hill in advance of the outpost. The troop's
advances were made in good order and advantage taken of
all cover. No further attempt was made by the Spaniards to
come out of their trenches. This information was sent back

to General Wilson by a trooper.

Captain Bertram T. Clayton, Commander of Troop C

August 11th, the troop remained encamped at the
outpost in Aibonito pass mentioned in report of August 10th,
the troop's ox carts having reached the pass and being
quartered about half a mile further down the road.

Considerable reconnoitering was done on both flanks of the

enemy's position. At 5 p.m., orders were received to return to
Coamo and get in shape for the next advance. Lieutenant
Clans and thirteen men were left on outpost to accompany
Major Flagler on a scouting party. Captain Clayton and the
troop returned to Coamo and were quartered for the night in

the grounds of the Hospital of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

On the morning of August 12th, a camp was established
on the bank of Cayon river, opposite division headquarters.
The same day a detail of thirteen men under Lieutenant
Claus left outposts at 3 a.m., and accompanied Major Flagler
and Lieutenant Rigers on a scouting expedition. The detail
marched about five miles to the east and northeast, and was
upon the extreme left of the flank of the American forces
during the firing of the American batteries in the Aibonito
pass, but was out of range of the Spanish fire. At 3 p.m., the
detail went further up to the left of the military road, passing
two abandoned Spanish block houses and camping on river
bank in pass. The troop returned to Coamo camp, August
13th, at 12 m.

August 12th, at 5 a.m., a detail consisting of Sergeant
Debevoise and twenty-four men, under command of Colonel
Biddle, and accompanied by Captain Breckenridge of
General Wilson's staff, and Captain Gardner, of the
Sixteenth Pennsylvania, left Coamo camp. The detail
proceeded up a trail about three-quarters of a mile, to the
west of the military road, for about three miles. A masked
battery, manned by about fifty or seventy-five Spanish
soldiers, tired six volleys of musketry at the detail. In the
meantime the latter dismounted; horses were led to shelter
behind a knoll, and the detail under command of Colonel
Biddle returned the fire. Firing was continued for about half
an hour, the Spaniards not leaving their trenches. Firing then

ceased; the detail returned to their horses and took another
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trail leading to Barranquitas and camped for the night about
one and one-half miles from Aibonito. Returned to camp,
August 13th, at 1 a.m.

August 13th, at 5 p.m., troop marched to Coamo baths
and encamped for the night. August 14th, at 7 a.m., broke
camp and returned to former camp on river bank at Coamo,

at which point the troop established a permanent camp.

August 14th, Lieutenant Turtle and ten men under
command of Major Flagler, accompanied by Captain La
Trobe, Signor Pons and a guide, left camp to arrest
marauders; explore road and passes, and protect the
plantation of Signor Pons. August 15th, four prisoners were
taken near plantation of Signor Pons, but were released by
Major Flagler, after warning. August 17th, reached Barros,
and visited the alcalde. Encamped that night one mile
outside of Barranquitas. On the morning of August 18th,
three Spanish officers of civil guard, visited the camp and
requested that the detail not enter the town. Returned to

camp near Coamo, August 18th, about 1 p.m.

August 18th, Corporal Armstrong and eight men were
detailed to go to Juana Diaz. This detail was re-enforced,
August 10th, by Corporals Norton and Theall and six men.
On the 19th, a corporal and three men from this detail were
sent to Coto, and arrested one Figuera, by order of Captain
Allison, provost marshal. Three men were also sent to a
nearby plantation to protect it from fire. On Saturday, the
20th, this detail was occupied in guarding and patrolling

Juana Diaz, Goto and surrounding country.

August 20th, found the command encamped at Coamo,
attached to First Division, First Army Corps. August 21st,
the command was transferred to General Ernst's First

Brigade, First Division, First Corps.

August 23rd, were ordered to Port Ponce to be

transported to United States for muster-out of service.

August 24th, broke camp at 10 a.m., and marched to
Ponce. Encamped at 6 p.m., at General Wilson's
headquarters. August 31st, detail of Acting Sergeant
Armstrong and seventeen men rejoined command, having

returned from Juana Diaz.

September 3rd, embarked on United States transport at
Ponce, Porto Rico, arriving at New York on September 10th.
On duty at armory, September 10th to 15th. On sixty days'
furlough, September 15th to November 16th. Mustered out
of United States service, November 25th, 1898.

Extracts from General Wilson's Report

While the Third Wisconsin was getting into position, |
directed Major Flagler to conduct Captain Clayton's troop,
which was then awaiting orders in the main road to the left
of the battery, to the extreme right, crossing the Coamo river
in rear of Colonel Moore's position, and to get possession of
the Santa Isabel road. This being done, | ordered him to
proceed down the road to Los Banos, and drive from that
place any of the enemy that he might encounter; then to
return to protect the right flank of the line, and, at the proper
moment, to reach the town by the main road, or, if found
practicable and desirable, to turn the town on the east. About
the time the cavalry reached the Banos road | ordered
Captain Anderson's artillery to move to a bald ridge about
1,000 yards to his front and slightly to his right, from which
place the town of Coamo was visible at a distance of about
two miles. At 8 o'clock sharp volleys in the rear of the town
indicated that Colonel Hillings, with his regiment, the
Sixteenth Pennsylvania, had completed the turning

movement: and engaged the enemy. The movement of the
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main body making the front attack was then hastened as
rapidly as possible. One battalion of the Second Wisconsin,
which had been formed upon the main road, for the purpose
of more rapid movement, found its advance stopped by a
destroyed bridge and impassable gorge, and therefore lost
some time in seeking a practicable crossing. The blockhouse
upon the Banos road had been set on tire by the artillery,
about fifteen minutes alter the action began, and the
Spaniards occupying it had, a few minutes thereafter, retired
toward the town, thus removing all opposition to the advance
of the Third Wisconsin northward along the Banos road. The
line of advance of the two regiments brought them together
in the vicinity of the ford by which the Banos road crosses
the Coamo river, about one and one-half miles south of the
junction of these two roads. From this point the command
making the direct attack moved rapidly upon the town,
finding the entrenchments deserted by the enemy and
encountering no opposition. These two regiments entered the
town about 9.40 a. m. It was preceded in this movement by
Captain Clayton's troop, which, having found Los Banos
abandoned by a small body of Spaniards previously
garrisoning it, had returned and passed in advance of the

infantry right.

Captain Clayton's Troop, accompanied by Major Flagler
of my staff, moved through the town and closely pursued the
enemy to prevent them from destroying the bridges. There
are numerous bridges and culverts on this road spanning
deep gorges in the mountain sides, and their destruction
would have very seriously impeded our further advance. In
preventing this and in pushing our advance to the immediate
vicinity of the enemy's position at EI Penon and Asomante,
in front of Aibonito, the troop rendered most: valuable
service. The enemy had made incomplete preparations to

blow up a number of the bridges, but the rapid advance of

Captain Clayton's troop prevented their success except in
one instance. The arch of a single-span bridge over a. deep
ravine was destroyed just before the arrival of the troop. This
was at a point about four miles from Coamo, and the short
delay thereby occasioned enabled me to overtake the troop,
which | desired to use in making a personal reconnaissance
of the enemy's position. At a point about five and one-half
miles from Coamo the advance of the troop was slopped by
the fire of the batteries on El Penon and Asomante hill. |
directed it to take position here as an outpost until it could be
relieved by the infantry. The enemy's position for the
defense of Aibonito. as was evident from the inspection of it
that I could then make, and confirmed by reconnaissance’s
during the 10th and 11th, was one of unusual natural
strength. The military road leading up from Coamo runs for
about four miles in a direction a little east of north on the left
bank of the canon of the Coamo river; thence it runs
northeast to Abionito. Upon its left is the main divide of the
mountain chain crossing the island from east to west.
Aibonito is situated in a pocket in the hills of the northern
slope. About two and one-half miles northwest of the town,
and on the main divide, is Asomante hill and El Penon,
constituting a position of great natural strength. Upon the
summit of EI Penon and Asomante batteries had been
erected, and on the slope below them infantry

entrenchments, completely sweeping the highway with a

plunging-fire for several miles.
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The teacher smiled on Tommy Jones,

TH E N EW G EOGRAPHY And his schoolmates let him pass,

And gave him a flag for his buttonhole,

By James Clarence Harvey As he stood at head of the class.

"The class in geography come to the front,"

The teacher kindly said, MUS'C & CAMP I_“:E

"And the scholar who makes the least mistakes | N THE WAR WITH SPAI N
Shall surely go up head.”

From the June 3rd, 1898, edition of the “Cleveland Press,”

“Now, what is an island? Hold up your hands," from a letter written by Alfred O. Anderson

And Tommy Jones replied:

BAND CONCERTS
"It's a body of land surrounded by boats

o They are a Pleasant Part of Camp Life --- They Make the
And a few bottled up inside." )
Volunteer Homesick, However.

"And what is a bay?" the teacher said, "Mobile, Ala., June 2. - Open air concerts by the

regimental bands are without doubt the pleasantest feature of
And Tommy Jones answered back:

camp life with the Fourth Army Corps.

"It's a body of water that ain't no use
Every evening a 7:30 the band of each of the six regular

Because of the Merrimac.” regiments marches out into the open space in front of the

colonel's tent, and for an hour the air is made sweet by such

"And what is a mountain?" the teacher said, music as only a military band can make. A day made hard by

And Tommy raised his hand: steady drills, and the never-ending work of keeping the camp
“It's a place you can lick the Spanish from going is concluded — conditions of harmony and quiet one
would look for least in a big military camp, where sentries

As s00n as you choose to land. patrol with loaded guns and where 40,000 steel jacketed

bullets are piled up in heavy wooden boxes covered by a

"Now, one more questions, a continent, .
tarpaulin.

7"
Can Tommy Jones tell me that The sun has disappeared behind the distant woods;

"It's a place where, whenever Old Glory flies, officers and men are lying or sitting in front of their tents

The people take off-their hat."” smoking away furiously to keep off the mosquitoes, the only

—
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disadvantage of the camp; camp fires burn briskly, and a
quiet breeze off the bay carries off the resinous odor of
thousands and thousands of pines. A sharp ‘halt' rings out
and the musicians stop at the command of their sergeant and

arrange themselves in a semi-circle.

The soldiers meanwhile leave their company streets and
group themselves around the ring of flickering lights. In their
dark clothes, accentuated by the shadows of the pines,
through which a monotonous moonbeam penetrates with
difficulty, they look at a distance like small boulders on tree

stumps, being motionless and quiet as things inanimate.

Then the music begins. First the Star Spangled Banner
or some other patriotic melody, and then by degrees from
classical selections to light opera, and finally to the tunes

which everyone knows and all small boys can whistle.

Imperceptibly the audience has doubled in size.
Townspeople in crash suits and girls in light-colored
shirtwaists have joined the circle, unseen in the dark and
unheard on the carpet of pine needles. VVolunteers too, from
their camps across the railroad are gathered among the
soldiers being distinguishable before their uniform came by

their light colored linen shirts.

Gay fragments of conversation are wafted from the
officers' row, and a merry laugh from the wife or sister of a

man with shoulder straps.

Across the big drill ground the music from the other
bands in dimly heard now and then, and a round of applause

which seems strangely discordant.

All is peaceful and quiet. What are the thousands of
soldiers thinking about? When the 'Banks of the Wabash,'
'My Old Kentucky Home' or 'Narcissus' is played, do they

worry about the war and possible death before a foreign sun?

No, the old soldier lets the morrow take care of itself.

With the volunteer it is different.

'Are you going over to the concert tonight, Willie,' one

Texan volunteer asked another.

‘No, the damned music makes me homesick,' was the

reply."

Regimental Band of the 10th Ohio Volunteers

A.S. RowaN CaAMP 117

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Submitted by Bro. Floyd Farrar, Camp No. 117, with

additional information on A.S. Rowan by the Editor

The inaugural meeting of the Colonel Andrew S. Rowan
Camp No. 117, Sons of Spanish American War Veterans
was held at the Downey (California) Elks Club on Saturday,
December 27th, 2014. The attached photo’s show some of

what took place.

This is the ORIGINAL flag of the Col. Andrew S.
Rowan Camp found at the Bob Hope Patriotic Hall in
downtown Los Angeles by Brother Glen Roosevelt. He is

taking good care of it; even though it is nearly 80 years old!
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(Left to Right) Brothers Glen L. Roosevelt, Philip L. Caines,
Thomas P. Chumley, Floyd L. Farrar, M. Gordon Seyffert
(holding the flag) and James R. Gill.

So who was Andrew Summers Rowan?

Andrew Summers Rowan was born on April 23rd, 1857,
at the Gap Mills, Virginia, the son of the Honorable John M.

and Virginia Wirt Summers Rowan.

He graduated from the United States Military Academy

at West Point, New York, in 1881, and upon graduation was

assigned to the 15th United States Infantry, serving with his

regiment and on various special duties. Just before the

outbreak of the Spanish American War he was on duty at the
War Department in the Bureau of Military Intelligence, of
which Colonel Arthur L. Wagner was the Chief. At that time
war with Spain was considered inevitable. Due to the sinking
of the battleship ‘Maine’ in Havana Harbor, on the night of
February 15th, 1898, relations between the countries had

become more and more strained.

On the morning of April 8th, 1898, President McKinley

sent for Colonel Wagner and said he wanted to send a

message to General Calixto Garcia of the Cuban
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Revolutionists, and asked Colonel Wagner if he knew a man
who could get the message through. Wagner replied that he
had a young lieutenant named Rowan, on duty in his office
who could do it if any one could. The President said, “Send
him.” Colonel Wagner returned to his office and invited
Rowan to take lunch with him at the Army and Navy Club.
They had been seated but a moment when Wagner asked
Rowan when the next ship would sail for Jamaica. Wagner
had a reputation for being an inveterate joker and Rowan
suspected a joke, but asked to be excused and in a few
minutes returned stating the “Adirondack” would sail at
noon the next day from New York for Kingston, Jamaica.
Wagner then asked Rowan if he could take that ship. Rowan
still was uncertain in his mind as to whether there was a joke
in the proposal but said he believed he could. Wagner then
told him to get ready to take it, saying the State Department
would make the necessary arrangements for his landing in
Jamaica and the Quartermaster General would furnish the
transportation. He then told him of the President’s
instructions and outlined the nature of the information he
was to secure from General Garcia. He was to carry no
papers and after his arrival in Kingston, provided war was
declared with Spain, further instructions would be based on
cables received from him. He sailed as directed and arrived
at Kingston, Jamaica, on or about April 20th, 1898, and
cabled his arrival to the War Department.

On April 23rd he was directed by cable to join Garcia as

soon as possible. War was declared as of April 21st.

Arrangements had been made meantime for the Cuban
Junta in Jamaica to furnish guides and transportation from
Kingston to Cuba and to Garcia’s headquarters. Special
haste was necessary in getting out of Jamaica, as it was
possible the Spanish authorities might learn of Rowan’s

presence there and make protest to the British authorities,

with uncertain results. So Rowan was driven at breakneck
speed with several relays of animals across Jamaica to the
north shore where a small fishing boat was in readiness and
sails were set for the hazardous trip across the 100 miles of
open sea to Cuba. Spanish patrol boats were numerous and
one actually bore down on them and came within hailing
distance. Rowan concealed himself as well as possible in the
bottom of the boat, while the Cuban guides calmly fished.
The commander of the patrol boat evidently was satisfied
that this was only a party of poor fishermen and merely
called out asking how the fishing was, and on receiving the
reply that it was poor went on his way. Landing was
eventually made under cover of darkness near the spot which
became, a few months later, the watery sepulchre of the
Spanish battleship “*Cristobal Colon,” reputedly among the
mightiest battleships then afloat.
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The journey through Cuba to Garcia’s headquarters was
more hazardous than the sea trip, for Spanish troops
mercilessly hunted down Cubans and little mercy was shown
by the forces directed by Weyler, the "butcher.” Constant
vigilance was necessary, but the Cuban guides, by long
experience, had become adept at detecting the proximity of
the Spanish patrols. Roads or trails could not generally be
followed, so progress was slow, and frequently the way had
to be hacked out through the jungle. When camp was made
at night the natives would sometimes appear, and one night
Rowan noticed there were some men in a dress strange to
him. He inquired who they were and was told that they were
deserters from the Spanish Army. They gave lack of food
and harsh treatment by their officers as reasons for deserting.
Rowan became suspicious, however, and gave instructions
that they should not leave camp during his stay there. He
was awakened after midnight by the challenge of a sentinel,
quickly followed by a shot, and almost instantly he discerned
a shadowy form close to his hammock. He tumbled out on
the opposite side and instantly a second shadowy form
appeared and struck down the first with the stroke of a
machete. The first form proved to be one of the deserters. He
was mortally injured but lived long enough to confess that he
and a comrade were spies and had agreed to attempt to get
away from camp, and that if one was killed in the attempt
the other would kill Rowan and thus prevent the carrying out
of whatever project he was engaged in. The sentinels shot
and killed his comrade. The alertness and loyalty of the
Cuban guides in carrying out Rowan’s wise instructions had

saved him from assassination.

After many hairbreadth escapes from Spanish patrols
and almost incredible hardships in crossing streams with
vertical banks and hacking their way through the jungle,

General Garcia's headquarters at Bayamo were finally

reached, and the message to Garcia delivered. A royal
reception was given Rowan and after consultation, it was
decided, at Garcia’s suggestion, that three or four of his
aides should return with Rowan to the United States, as they
could give the needed military information in detail with
first-hand knowledge. The return trip was to be made from
the north shore of Cuba, involving the same kind of
hazardous land journey across Cuba and an even more
dangerous sea trip. War was now on in earnest and Spanish
soldiers patrolled every mile of shore and their boats, every
bay and inlet. The land trip was successfully accomplished
and the trip across 150 miles of open sea to New Providence,
Nassau Island, was made in a cockle-shell of a boat, capacity
104 cubic feet with sails made of gunny sacks spliced
together. No Spanish boats were sighted, but the little boat
was tossed about by the sea in a terrifying manner, and all
hands had to bail almost constantly. The cockle-shell boat
with its gunny-sack sails stood the test, however, and New
Providence was finally reached, where passage on a
schooner to Key West was obtained and they reached there
May 13th. The party went by train to Washington, where
Rowan reported with General Garcia’s aides to General

Miles, commanding the Army.

After receiving Rowan’s report, General Miles wrote to
the Secretary of War as follows: "I also recommend that 1st
Lieut. Andrew S. Rowan, 19th United States Infantry, be
made a Lieutenant Colonel of one of the regiments of
Immunes. Lieutenant Rowan made a journey across Cuba,
was with the Insurgent Army with Lt. General Garcia, and
brought most important and valuable information to the
Government. This was a most perilous undertaking and, in
my judgment, Lieutenant Rowan performed an act of
heroism and cool daring that has rarely been excelled in the

annals of warfare."
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Rowan was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 6th
Untied States Volunteer Infantry Regiment on May 31st,
1898.

The Distinguished Service Cross was awarded Rowan
after Congress had authorized this class of award. The
President invited Rowan to attend a Cabinet meeting where
he was congratulated and thanked by the President for the
manner in which he had communicated his wishes to
General Garcia and for the value of the work, stating he had
performed a very brave deed. Rowan was embarrassed by
the many congratulations he received, insisting with his
innate modesty that he had done no more than his simple

duty as a soldier.

Rowan's heroic deed was given nationwide acclaim by
Elbert Hubbard’s classic account of it, entitled “A Message
to Garcia,” millions of copies of which were sold and many
more millions of reprints were distributed by commercial
houses. The gist of this account is well summarized in the
following extract from it: "The point | wish to make is this:
McKinley gave Rowan a letter (Editor’s note: the message
was really an oral one) to be delivered to Garcia. Rowan
took the letter and did not ask ‘where is he at’ By the
Eternal, there’s a man whose form should be cast in
deathless bronze and the statue placed in every college in the

land.

It is not book learning that young men need, nor
instruction about this and that, but a stiffening of the
vertebrae which will cause them to be loyal to a trust, to act
promptly, concentrate their energies, do the thing—carry a

message to Garcia.”

Rowan was prevailed upon to write an account of his

trip, and the foregoing is mainly a condensation from his

own story, published under the title ““How | Carried the

Message to Garcia.”

Subsequent to the Spanish War he served mostly with
his regiment, including two tours of duty in the Philippine
Islands, and was decorated for gallantry in action in the
attack on Sudlon Mt. Cebu, Philippine Islands, on January
8th, 1900.

He was retired from active service on December 1st,
1909, at his own request after thirty years service. He settled
in San Francisco, California. Colonel Rowan died at San
Francisco, California, on January 10th, 1943; his remains
were interred with full military honors at the National
Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, on May 14th, 1943.

THE BULLETIN BOARD

The following are the announcements, General Orders,
and other such information that the Brothers of the Order

should be aware of.

A Call For Donations. Any Brother or Sister of the

Order who have copies of General Orders, Convention
Minutes, National Sons, or other such documents pertaining
to the Order, that were published prior to 2007, is asked to
consider donating either the originals or copies of those
items to the National Organization. Over the years the
records of the Order have become scattered, and as part of
the efforts to rebuild our Archives and History we are
actively seeking to obtain copies of any of the above items
that members would be willing to donate. Fore more
information contact Bro. Kenneth H. Robison 11 at
Krobison@ssawv.org or by mail at 113 Old Forge Road,
Chapin, South Carolina, 29036.

NOVEMBER 2014 (Winter Edition)

VOLUME VII

PAGE 14



THE NATIONAL SON

CITY OF CANVAS:

Camp-Russell A, Alger and
The Spanish-American War

Ty
Mool Garrauy Flarmesos

For Sale — City of Canvas. The National Organization

has for sale several copies of “City of Canvas: Camp Russell
A. Alger and the Spanish-American War” by Noel G.
Harrison. The cost is $10 per book, plus $5 for shipping
(total of $15.00); and can be obtained by contacting Bro.
Kenneth H. Robison Il at Johnnyreb6@aol.com, or by mail
at 113 Old Forge Road, Chapin, South Carolina 29036.

locating and documenting the locations of these Veterans
graves. If you know of the location of the grave of a Spanish
American War Veteran, or think there may be one in a
particular cemetery, take the time to contact the National
Graves Registration Officer with the information, so that the
Veterans grave will be recorded in the National
Organizations records. Once the veterans service is
confirmed the Graves Registration officer will create a page
for the Veteran on the Find-A-Grave website (if one does not
already exist, with as much of a biography for the soldier as
can be obtained.

Graves Registration. Today in many cemeteries

throughout the United States, hundreds of Spanish-American
War Veteran’s graves remain un-marked, unknown, and
forgotten. One of the primary purposes of the SSAWYV is the
preservation of these Veterans memories. As a part of this

we are calling on all members of the Order to assist in

Planning on Moving? Remember that if you are

planning to re-locate let the National Secretary or Treasurer

know of so that we may be able to keep in touch with you.
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