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Newest Camp Commander Avery Frantz, organizer of new Buckey O'Neill Camp, SSAWV in Gila County, 

Arizona. He is pictured at the Rough Rider memorial in Prescott during Rough Riders Day on May 4. 
 

In this issue… 
‘Buckey’ O’Neill Camp Organized in Arizona! 

Alexander Quinn Camp Holds 125th Event in Pennsylvania 

National Convention Set for Indianapolis 

“….to perpetuate the memory of the services of the veterans of the Spanish-American War era, 

which includes the Spanish American War, the Philippine Insurrection, and the China Relief 

Expedition; 1898-1903.” 
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From the National President ‘Tim’ Mabee 
  

Welcome Arizona!  
" I am so pleased that we have a new 

membership camp...........and in Arizona!  This 

has been accomplished entirely due to the 

dogged efforts of Avery Frantz (photo in story).  

 

Avery showed interest a few years ago and his 

determined, single-mindedness has been 

rewarded. He followed all of the instructions, 

filled out all the paperwork and recruited 

Founders from friends, family, and neighbors. 

He has been eager and unflappable throughout 

while working on his college degree.  

 

We are glad to have him, his Founder brothers and others working with us to honor 

our ancestors. Please enjoy the various articles on the new Buckey O’Neill Camp 

SSAWV and other features.  We look forward to doing more in the future. "   

 

National Convention 
The National Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans convention will be held on 

August 4th through 6th in Indianapolis, Indiana. With the acknowledgement that 

there will always be some scheduling conflicts, this seems to be the best solution at 

the moment.  I’ll be working with PNP James McBryant to schedule some fun 

things to do and to see while we’re there. Stay tuned to the website 

(https://ssawv.org)  for the latest information. 
 

Mt. Gretna Commemoration 
Well done to Mark Donohue, Jim McAteer, Bill Burkhimer, Karen Burkhimer, Pat 

McAteer and the Alexander Quinn Camp for initiating what was basically a 

National 125th Anniversary event for the Spanish-American War in Mt. Gretna, 

Pennsylvania.  The planning, coordination and networking needed to make the 

event happen is impressive. They made it happen on the actual ‘Muster field’ of 

the Pennsylvania Volunteers of 1898. Outstanding job showing the SSAWV flag!  

https://ssawv.org/
https://ssawv.org/
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---Arizona Rides Again-- 

Buckey O’Neill Camp Organized and 

Hits the Ground Running in Arizona! 
 

by Greg Eanes 

Fighting Joe Wheeler Camp 
 

(Prescott, Arizona) -- The Buckey O’Neill Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans has been 

chartered and is storming all counties in Arizona! And, just in time for the 125th anniversary of 

the Spanish-American War. 
 

Freshman college student Avery Frantz gave birth to the idea of an SSAWV camp in Arizona 

back in 2020.  He recalled, “I noticed that while Arizona has an incredibly rich history with the 

Spanish American War that we had no representation on the lineage level. Yes, we had a 

reenactor group that was Civil War and sometimes did Spanish-American portrayals, and we do 

have the Arizona Rough Riders Historical Association, but I found the groups not as holistic as I 

was searching for.” 
 

Frantz explained, “None asked for lineage, none researched graves (he’s identified 336 in 

Arizona), none told the individual story of the Spanish American War veteran, and the groups 

were too narrowly focused in my eyes.”   
 

More than a thousand Arizonans volunteered for the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry later known as 

Theodore Roosevelt’s ‘Rough Riders’ but not all were selected, and many served in other United 

States units (and the Navy) as well as other Spanish-American War era conflicts such as the 

Philippine Insurrection, Boxer Rebellion and Moro War. 
 

Frantz thought, "Why not celebrate all of our Spanish-American War veterans and not just the 

Rough Riders?”  He contacted and was soon 

befriended by David Williamson, President of the 

Rough Riders Historical Association in Prescott. 

They talked it over and decided to move forward on 

establishing an SSAWV Camp.   
 

At that time, COVID hit impeding volunteerism and 

dimmed the passion for many at that time, so the 

flame flickered for the moment. Frantz, a member-

at-large then initiated a transfer to a California camp. 
 

He recalled, “Well 2022 rolls around and I begin to 

think ‘My gosh, 2023 is going to be the 125th 

Anniversary of the Spanish American War, does 

anyone know about this!?’ To this aspect I wanted to 

create a monument for the 125th Anniversary of the 

Celebrating All Arizona 

Span-Am Veterans 
 

Arizonans served in many capacities.  

The 1st Territorial Volunteer Infantry 

was partially recruited in Arizona and 

consisted of 50 officers and 1,265 

enlisted men. Six died of disease.   

 

Navy Captain Sheldon Gutherie Evans 

of Camp Creek, Arizona was a young 

Assistant Surgeon serving in the North 

Atlantic Squadron on the USS 

Katahdin during the war. Likely one of 

many Arizonans in the Navy. 

https://ssawv.org/
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Spanish American War. That means it would be the only 125th Anniversary of the Spanish 

American War monument in the world!  

 

He said, “I had the old contacts from 2020 and I have new people that I know, and so I contacted 

all of them.”  Based on discussions, it was determined they could establish a viable camp.  Frantz 

said, “I started organizing in November of 2022 (my Senior year of College) and by January 1st, 

2023, I had 10 members excluding myself, with all their applications done and checks ready. I 

was able to form a Camp faster than being transferred. So then when my transfer was completed 

because it was already in motion, I transferred myself into the forming camp.” 

 

 
Buckey O'Neill Camp, SSAWV Wreath at Union Cemetery followng April 28 memorial service. 
 

Integrated into Community 

The camp has already integrated into the greater community, networking and participating in 

area ceremonies of remembrance.   

 

On April 28, 2023, in Bakersfield, California the Buckey O'Neill Camp #175 presented a Sons of 

Spanish American War Veterans wreath at the Department of California/Nevada, Daughters of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War Memorial Service held at Historic Union Cemetery. The wreath 

was placed in honor of Spanish-American War veterans that were also Union Civil War veterans. 

Camp President Avery Frantz was there to make the presentation. 

 

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 1 

4 
 

 Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

On May 4th, they participated in Rough Riders Day organized by Post 1297, Scottish American 

Military Society of Prescott. The day is also a declared holiday by the City of Prescott and this 

year commemorated the 125th Anniversary of Troop A of the Rough Riders departing Prescott.  

 

O’Neill Camp members were able to place a wreath and show the SSAWV presence. Camp 

members in attendance 

include Camp President 

Avery Frantz, Brother 

David Williamson, and 

Brother Jeffrey Steadman. 

Frantz and Steadman 

presented the wreath.  

 

Other organizations 

involved included the 

Prescott Western Heritage 

Center, the Arizona 

Rough Riders Historical 

Association, the Mayor of 

Prescott, and some 

Yavapai County officials. 

 

The Monument Mission 

Frantz said, “I did not 

forget my monument 

mission! I contacted the 

City of Miami, Arizona 

and they granted 

permission to use their 

land for a monument.  

 

I knew Tom Foster, the 

director of the Bullion 

Plaza Cultural Center and Museum, and he agreed it was a good idea and could be placed at the 

museum. I got in contact with a contractor there which is a father and son veteran team. They 

liked the idea and estimated $4,000 from start to finish. On top of that, they offered to donate 

half the cost so the entire work will cost $2,000. Nearly half is already raised. 

 

Frantz and his team have now raised close to one thousand dollars, noting “we need more and 

soon so it can be completed this year! The monument is going to be an obelisk that is 5 ft tall. 

The top of it is going to be covered in a shiny medal with a plaque in the middle and then a 

Spanish-American War Veteran cross on the bottom of the plaque.” He said it might be the first 

Spanish-American War monument in Arizona erected by an SSAWV Camp. 

 

Wreath Laying at Prescott 'Rough Riders' Day 

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 1 

5 
 

 Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

Frantz said the monument will be dedicated to "the 125th Anniversary, the Spanish American 

War Veterans of Gila County and the Arizona Woman's Relief Corps.” He said it was the 

Women’s Relief Corps that sewed the Rough Rider flag and also donated various goods to the 

men during the Spanish American War. 

 

All donated monies are deposited in a special fund held by Bullion Plaza Cultural Center & 

Museum which is a 501c3. Frantz said,” The museum began holding our funds because we were 

raising money while we were forming 

and had no bank account.”  

 

Individuals wishing to donate to the Gila 

County, Arizona Spanish-American War 

memorial can make a check out to the 

‘Bullion Plaza Museum’ with the 

annotation ‘Spanish-American War 

Monument’ and mail it to:  Bullion 

Plaza Museum, PO BOX 786, Miami, 

AZ 85539. 

 

--- 

A Computer Rendition of Proposed O'Neill SSAWV 

Monument.  Tax deductible donations can be made out to 

the ‘Bullion Plaza Museum’ with the annotation ‘Spanish-

American War Monument’. Mail the check to Bullion Plaza 

Museum, P.O. Box 786, Miami, Arizona 85539 

Buckey O’Neill Camp Founding members 
The ‘Founding’ members of the Buckey O’Neill Camp SSAWV and their ancestors are as 

follows: Avery Frantz, David, Thornton, and Weldon Kay Tunnell, ancestors of Franklin 

Hoadley; Ryan Taylor, ancestor of E. Guy LeStourgeon; John Rogers, ancestor of James Hale; 

Henry Barber, IV, ancestor of Henry Barber, Sr. and Associate members, Timothy Prater, 

David Williamson, James Crawford, Richard Frustaci, and Vincent Balducci. 

 

This initial group of men are considered ‘Founders’ of the Camp. Individuals joining the camp 

within its first year of existence will be considered ‘Charter’ members. 
 

Arizona Fact 
 

The United Spanish American 

War Veterans Post in Prescott, 

Arizona was named for General 

Joe Wheeler. 

 

Wheeler, a former Confederate 

general and U.S. Congressman 

was the Commander of all 

United States Cavalry in Cuba 

https://ssawv.org/
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The Rough Riders Memorial in Prescott, Arizona. It is also called the Buckey O’Neill Monument. Historian 

Jay Eby said that, contrary to popular belief, the rider is not a representation of O’Neill. 

https://ssawv.org/
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AN ONLINE PRESENCE -- The Buckey O’Neill Camp #175, SSAWV wasted no time in establishing an 

online presence on both Facebook and with a website.  The website (screenshot above) can be accessed at 

https:buckeyoneillcamp175.godaddysites.com; They also have a Facebook presence at: Buckey O’Neill Camp 

#175 of Arizona, Sons of Spanish American War Veterans | Phoenix AZ | Facebook 

 

The Death of Buckey O’Neill 
Captain William Owen ‘Buckey’ O’Neill (February 2, 1860-July 1, 

1898) led Troop A, 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, the ‘Rough Riders’ and 

was killed in action at San Juan Hill. Prior to enlisting he had served as a 

sheriff, newspaper editor, miner, politician, gambler, lawyer and militia 

Captain from Arizona.  
 

O’Neill led from the front during the battle of Las Guasimas helping to 

secure the American right flank and was involved in a ‘friendly fire’ 

event with Cuban rebels.  Theodore Roosevelt described O’Neill’s death 

at San Juan Heights. Wrote Roosevelt: 
 

“The most serious loss that I and the regiment could have suffered befell 

just before we charged. O'Neill was strolling up and down in front of his 

men, smoking his cigarette, for he was inveterately addicted to the habit. He had a theory that an officer 

ought never to take cover—a theory which was, of course, wrong, though in a volunteer organization the 

officers should certainly expose themselves very fully, simply for the effect on the men; our regimental 

toast on the transport running, "The officers; may the war last until each is killed, wounded, or 

promoted."  
 

As O'Neill moved to and fro, his men begged him to lie down, and one of the sergeants said, "Captain, a 

bullet is sure to hit you." O'Neill took his cigarette out of his mouth, and blowing out a cloud of smoke 

laughed and said, "Sergeant, the Spanish bullet isn't made that will kill me." A little later he discussed for 

a moment with one of the regular officers the direction from which the Spanish fire was coming. As he 

turned on his heel a bullet struck him in the mouth and came out at the back of his head; so that even 

before he fell his wild and gallant soul had gone out into the darkness.” 
 

The event is depicted in the TNT movie Rough Riders. O’Neill is portrayed by Sam Elliott. 

https://ssawv.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100089991371577&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf2eccddbe77423173f708db4e753eb5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638190037712519014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UfIx4bgiuou7G9bWif3cupuNq0o5WOlWdTc%2BTje6254%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100089991371577&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ccf2eccddbe77423173f708db4e753eb5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638190037712519014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UfIx4bgiuou7G9bWif3cupuNq0o5WOlWdTc%2BTje6254%3D&reserved=0
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Buckey O’Neill Filmography 
 

Captain Buckey O’Neill was portrayed by 

veteran actor Sam Elliott in the 1994 TNT 

Rough Riders two-part film. In his typical stoic 

fashion Elliott gives a realistic portrayal of a 

tough westerner and practical leader of frontier 

men.  It has been suggested that Elliott, in 

O’Neill’s character, ‘stole the show’ which 

most SSAWV members have seen. But it is 

Hollywood. 

 

Those seeking the full story of Buckey O’Neill 

will be pleased to know he highlighted in two 

documentary episodes available on Youtube. 

Dakota Livesay hosted a series of short 

episodes of a show entitled ‘Chronicle of the 

Old West’ from Show Low, Arizona.  It offers a 

three-minute and 28 second episode entitled 

‘Buckey O’Neill’ and provides a brief 

biography of the legendary figure.  The 

program appeared on Youtube 11 years ago and 

garnered 2,600 views.  The website referenced 

by the host no longer appears to be in service. A 

search for ‘Buckey O’Neill’ should bring up the 

Youtube piece.  
 

A more detailed telling of Buckey O’Neill’s story will be found on Youtube in an episode of the 

Prescott History Hour with host John Krizek.  Produced by Forgotten Journey Productions, it 

features an extensive and interesting discussion with Arizona historian Jay Eby.  Entitled 

‘Buckey O’Neill, the Roughrider and the Monument on the Plaza’.   

 

The 54 minute and 28 second program gives an excellent account of O’Neill who was something 

of a trailblazer and western renaissance man in that he was involved in everything in Arizona 

which he tirelessly promoted as a newspaperman, political leader, and promoter. One learns 

O’Neill was elected Mayor of Prescott in 1898 and resigned to join the Army becoming the first 

Arizona volunteer and led recruiting efforts in Arizona. A search for ‘Buckey O’Neill’ should 

bring up the Youtube version.  Oddly enough, this hidden gem has only garnered 248 views over 

two years.   

 

The Prescott Western Heritage Foundation also filmed a four-minute lecture on Buckey O’Neill 

conducted as the 2020 Arizona Territorial Society Fashion Show at the Western Heritage Center 

in Prescott. It is also available on Youtube.  All are excellent and suitable for educational 

purposes either in public schools or during public historical events. 

FSAM ELLIOTT as Captain Buckey O'Neill 

https://ssawv.org/
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Captain Buckey O’Neill 
 

 
 

O'NEILL IN TAMPA – Captain Buckey O’Neill in Tampa prior to 

deployment to Cuba.   The Rough Riders had to leave their horses and tack in 

Tampa and fought in Cuba as dismounted infantry. The Arizona Territory 

cowboys formed as Companies A, B and C of the 1st U.S. Cavalry.  Four were 

killed in action and many more were wounded.   

https://ssawv.org/
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---A National 125th Anniversary Event--- 

Muster of Pennsylvania Volunteers 

Commemorated at Mt. Gretna 
 

(Mt. Gretna, PA) - Alexander M. Quinn Camp #1733 in Lebanon initiated a partnership with 

multiple civic organizations in order to host a 125th Spanish-American War anniversary event at 

Mount Gretna, Pennsylvania on May 6, 2023.  Mt. Gretna was the site of Camp Hastings, the 

muster and mobilization site 

for all Pennsylvania 

National Guard troops called 

up to fight in the Spanish-

American War. 

 

Background               

PNP James McAteer and 

National Junior Vice 

President Mark Donahue, 

also President of the Quinn 

Camp approached the Mt 

Gretna Historical Society in 

2021 with the idea of a 

125th anniversary ceremony 

for 2023 since all 

Pennsylvania National 

Guard reported to Camp 

Hastings in Mt Gretna 

during 1898.   

 

PNP McAteer recalled, 

“They decided to ‘run with 

it’ if we would help.”  He 

said, “We got the Lebanon 

VFW Post 23 involved too, 

partly to finance the cost and 

also because the post is 

named after Frederick W. 

Fuhrman, the first soldier from Company H, 4th PA to die in service during the war.” 

 

PNP McAteer said, “The Mt. Gretna Historical Society, the National Sons of Spanish-American 

War Veterans (via Mark), National Daughters of ‘98 (via Karen Burkhimer), the VFW and 

Living Historians all played a role in making the event a success.”  He said the Living 

Historians, represented Company G, 8th Pennsylvania National Guard. The unit set up a 

Pennsylvania Volunteers in 1898 

Mustering at Mt. Gretna 

Total on 

Muster 

Rolls 

Campaigns 

 1st Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,168 none 

2nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,121 none 

3rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,028 none 

4th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,311 Puerto Rico 

5th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,327 none 

6th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,382 none 

8th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,123 none 

9th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,357 none 

10th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 934 Philippines 

12th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 903 none 

13th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 895 none 

14th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 910 none 

15th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 883 none 

16th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 1,357 Puerto Rico 

18th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry 893 none 

Philadelphia City Troop, PA Vol. Cavalry 107 Puerto Rico 

Governor's Troop, PA Vol. Cavalry 103 Puerto Rico 

Sheridan's Troop, PA Vol. Cavalry 107 Puerto Rico 

Light Battery A, PA Vol. Artillery 183 Puerto Rico 

Light Battery B, PA Vol. Artillery 177 Puerto Rico 

Light Battery C, PA Vol. Artillery 179 Puerto Rico 

Grand Total Pennsylvania Volunteers 17,448   

https://ssawv.org/
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campsite at the Parade Ground 

(where guardsmen resigned from 

the guard and enlisted in the US 

Army during 1898) on Friday 

night and broke camp on Sunday 

morning.  The VFW provided 

$1,000 to help cover costs 

associated with insurances, a 

food truck and permits and not 

all of that was needed. 

 

The afternoon session had 

different military organizations 

with tables in the Hall of 

Philosophy in Mt Gretna. Tables 

were also set up for the 

organizers. Lectures were given 

on the Spanish-American War 

and related activities. Several of the visitors 

took applications for the SSAWV and the 

Daughters of ’98.  Jim McAteer has also 

compiled an impressive and easily searchable 

data base of all Pennsylvanians serving in the 

Spanish-American War era and was able to 

provide information to visitors searching for 

family members. 

 

PNP McAteer said, “It is impressive that all 

the organizations came together to put on a 

nice ceremony and full day activity (it started 

at 10AM and broke up at roughly 4PM). 

 
 

OPENING REMARKS - Alexander Quinn Camp President and National 

Junior Vice President Mark Donahue makes opening remarks to visitors 

attending the Mt. Gretna Commemoration on May 6.  

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP  - Daughters of ’98 National President Karen Burkhimer (left) gave greetings at Mt. 

Gretna.  On right is National Senior First Vice President Bill Burkhimer of Philadelphia. He was among the 

guest lecturers for the Mt. Gretna Commemoration on May 6, 2023. 

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 1 

12 
 

 Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

  

 
 

LIVING HISTORY - Living historians portraying Company G, 8th Pennsylvania National 

Guard were an important part of the Mt. Gretna events.  They established an open camp 

for educational purposes on the very grounds of Camp Hastings.  

https://ssawv.org/
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Promotional handbill for the Mt. Gretna Event.  Lectures at the bottom were provided by 

SSAWV members. 

https://ssawv.org/
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 ---Making an ‘Impression’--- 

The Arizona Rough Riders 
(https://arizonaroughriders.webs.com/) 

 

(Prescott, Arizona) – The Arizona Rough Riders Historical 

Association is a Prescott based organization that portrays 

Company A, 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry.   

 

Current President Dave Williamson said, “Today, Prescott's 

own "A" Troop is a ceremonial and re-enactment unit whose 

purpose is to honor all American War Veterans and to portray, 

in an historically accurate way, the life and times of the 

Arizona Rough Riders. With a special commission from the 

Governor of Arizona, "A" troop stands ready to serve their 

community.” 

 

The members support local parades, provide guest speakers at 

local schools, conduct living history demonstrations and 

reenactments. To the Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans 

and Daughters of ’98, they are kindred spirits on the same 

mission.  President Williamson was kind enough to share 

advice to those Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans who 

may want to take their participation to another level, that of 

living historian. 

 

Two Approaches to Living History 

He says “there are basically two ways to approach this. The 

first is a casual approach where historic accuracy is not 

paramount, but you'll look good and impress your friends. It's 

what living historians call the 10-foot rule. You look 

awesome at about 10 feet…A dark blue shirt and Carhart 

tannish pants. The scarf with some dots and a brownish 

cowboy hat. Maybe even some white suspenders.” He said the 

total cost may be about $50 and noted there is “absolutely 

nothing wrong with this and we usually recommend folks just 

starting out who want to get the look to go this route. Then 

they can decide what they want to do from there.” 

 

President Williamson said the second approach is historical 

accuracy without having the materials custom made or 

purchasing actual historic items for use.  He said, “You end up 

with reproductions of most everything. Places like Coon Creek 

 Dave Williamson, President of the 

Arizona Rough Riders Historical 

Association 

https://ssawv.org/
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Old West can fix you up with most of the stuff.  (Their website 

is https://www.cooncreekoldwest.com/coon_html/Spanish.html).  Another location is The 

Quartermaster Shop (https://www.quartermastershop.com).  

 

He said, “Correct hats can be found…they were essentially the 1884 campaign hat.” Dirty Billy’s 

Hats specializes in hats of all types. (website:  http://dirtybillyshats.com/ ).  He said, “The 

Spanish-American War Hat is identified as “Span am hat US#26” (at Dirty Billy’s). But even 

with the basic gear, it gets pricey quick. Just a quick basic load out is about $600.00.” 

 

“And then,” he added, “there 

are custom shops that will 

make your uniform to fit or you 

can find auctions that sell 

Spanish American War original 

unforms and equipment but that 

also get pricey quickly.”   The 

most expensive component is 

the rifle.  Williamson noted, 

“The Krag carbines in original 

condition can be found at gun 

auctions and gun shows but 

usually go for about $2.000 for 

one in good condition. Guns 

that have been modified or are 

in less than great condition can 

be found for less.”   

 

President Williamson said, “I think it might be prudent 

here to make the point that a lot of living historians 

take YEARS to build what they call ‘impressions’ 

which are representations of people and times in 

history.”  

 

Due Diligence in Research 

He also cautions living historians to do their own 

research and keep it accurate.  He said, “Wikipedia is 

crap. It is not historically accurate and, in some parts, 

down right inaccurate, reflecting some of today’s 

political agendas.”   

 

President Williamson added, “We are simply an 

educational group interested in history and the part our 

local community played in it. We attend various 

parades and events during the year to keep this part of 

O’Neill’s President Frantz’s  

Guidance on ‘Outfitting’  

for the Part 
 

SSAWV member Avery Frantz noted his impression was 

fairly inexpensive.  He said, “The blue scarf is from 

Walmart, they can be found in the woman's jewelry 

section. The khaki pants are just Dickies work pants. A 

simple Dark Blue button shirt and suspenders (white or 

grey) with the cross strap in back was from amazon for 

just $13. For footwear use black boots, or cavalry boots.  

Also, one can find a cheap bandolier to wear around the 

waist that should be a dark blue or grey if you can't find a 

period piece.” 

 

Some Personal Memoirs 

 

Castleman, John Breckinridge. 

Active Service in the Confederacy 

and Spanish War 

 

Pershing, John J. My Life Before 

the World War, 1860-1917: A 

Memoir 

 

Post, Charles Johnson. The Little 

War of Private Post: An Artist-

Soldier’s Memoir of the Spanish-

American War 

 

Roosevelt, Theodore. The Rough 

Riders 

 

https://ssawv.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cooncreekoldwest.com%2Fcoon_html%2FSpanish.html&data=05%7C01%7C%7C241281eb3f7f47183e9d08db4f72174f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638191123656134366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bKTDqNJ8fM1ia5dmcayCRovyBCuz%2BLs7BKxQeEb0KQs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.quartermastershop.com/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdirtybillyshats.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C241281eb3f7f47183e9d08db4f72174f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638191123656134366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wc4NGuPJ6Wu4mJiEJ4MlxFVBMxQEooMGkAMTDM33M%2B8%3D&reserved=0
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history alive and to honor our veterans like Avery (Frantz) is doing with the Sons of Spanish 

American War Veterans.” 

 

He continued, “And there are tons of books one can read to get started with the Spanish 

American War history. Books written during the period like Roosevelt’s Rough Riders. The 

more recently written books are often inaccurate in scope and information much of the time.” 

 

President Williamson noted there are many Living History groups focused on the Spanish-

American War. He said, “My advice to those wanting to get involved is to find a group if you 

can and join them. There are Span Am groups on Facebook and the like. In fact, that is where 

most of the info about the Arizona Rough Riders Historical Association is now at. In closing I 

guess I would like to say that folks are most welcome to join our groups and learn about the 

history of a short war that had an incredible amount of influence on the United States and the 

world. There were many firsts made during the conflict and in many ways, it propelled the U.S. 

onto the world stage.” 

 

He said, “There really isn't a turn key way to become a living historian. It takes a lot of study and 

also a bit of money and commitment, but I certainly would encourage everyone to take an 

interest in United States history and learn more about the greatest country on the face of the 

earth.” 

 

 
JOINT OPERATIONS – The SSAWV, Arizona Rough Riders Association and local veterans banded 

together for a 125th Anniversary event in Prescott Arizona.  From left to right are the Buckey O’Neill 

Camp’s Jeffery Steadman and Avery Frantz, Arizona Rough Rider President David Williamson, and a local 

veteran who played taps for the service.  
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Field Artillery 

in the Philippines 
 

 
Figure 1 - Seventeenth Field Artillery batter in Mindanao.  The gun is the 75mm Vickers Mountain Gun. 
 

 

Field Artillery played a key role in U.S. operations during the Philippines. U.S. expeditions to 

pacify insurgents in ‘Moro Land’ were characterized by combined operations involving infantry, 

cavalry, and artillery and, when the opportunity presented itself, naval gunfire. Among the units 

sent to the Philippines was the 17th Field Battery, Artillery Corps also known as the 17th Artillery 

Battery or simply the 17th Battery. Occasionally it is referenced as ‘Gatley’s Battery’ for its 

Captain, George G. Gatley 

 

The 17th Battery was organized at Fort Sam Houston, Texas in support of Spanish-American War 

commitments.  With the acquisition of the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guam and a U.S. occupation 

in Cuba, the United States had an obligation to provide security for the new possessions and to 

help establish civil government. 

 

The 17th battery was selected for deployment to the Philippines in 1902, initially for a three-year 

deployment but they were relieved at two-years.  The latter months of 1902 in Texas saw a 

variety of training events and marches in preparation for field deployment. It also saw the 

transfer of large numbers of personnel whose remaining service was so short that they were not 

discharged the convenience of the government or transferred to other units  
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The 17th Battery departed the United States on January 31, 1903, and arrived in the Philippines 

on February 25. The 117 men of the unit reached its final destination, Camp Vicars, on the island 

of Mindanao on March 9th. That is where their war began. 

 

The 75mm Vickers Mountain Gun 

The 17th Artillery Battery had 72 serviceable horses and mules to support the movement of two 

3.6” breech loading field mortars and four 75mm Vickers Mountain Guns. The Vickers 

Mountain Gun was a new weapon the British were using in the Boer War.  The U.S. Army 

decided to try the weapon for the Philippine operations.   

 

 
 

There were reportedly only 12 Vickers Mountain Guns in the entire U.S. inventory at the time 

the battery went to the Philippines. Each Mountain Gun weighed about 236 pounds and could be 

broken down and transported on four horses or mules which made them perfect to accompany 

infantry on long marches in the jungle terrain of the Philippines.  The weapon fired 12.5 pound 

shells and canister shot and were capable of firing 14 rounds per minute. The guns had a 

maximum range of 4,825 yards.1 

 

 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QF_2.95-inch_Mountain_Gun#US_service 
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Gun Section Organization2 

According to Army Regulations of the period, a gun ‘section’ consisted of a mountain gun, 

ammunition and its complement of men, saddle animals, and transport mules with equipment.  

 

 
Figure 2 - This image, though with updated 1910 equipment, illustrates a normal load for a 'gun mule' as 

used during the Spanish-American War era. 
 

The section’s personnel and animals were as follows: 

 

• The Chief of section was a sergeant mounted on horseback. 

 

• A gun squad consisted of eight enlisted men, one senior corporal and the ammunition 

corporal.  The ammunition corporal was mounted.  Supporting the gun operators were a 

“gun team” of four pack mules and four drivers, all privates.  They were also supported 

by an “ammunition team” of four pack mules and four drivers, all privates.3 Each section 

was also accompanied by a soldier who led a pack mule with tools. In all, it took a 

minimum of 20 men and 15 horses or mules to support one gun. 

 

• Two “ammunition teams” made up an “ammunition section”. The “ammunition section” 

included a Chief of Section, a Sergeant and two corporals, all mounted, and as many 

 
2 The information in this section comes from Drill Regulations for Mountain Artillery (provisional) U.S. Army, 

Chapter III-The Section, Section 1-Composition, paragraphs 178, 179, 180, 313, 337 and 338 
3 Drill Regulations for mountain artillery (provisional) U.S. Army, Chapter III-The Section, Section 1-

Composisoin, paragraph 337 and 338. 
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private soldiers as might be assigned. While primarily responsible for transporting and 

moving ammunition to the guns, all the men of the section were instructed in the duties of 

cannoneers and drivers so they could pack and unpack the gun (and its ammunition) for 

transport and prepare the weapon for action. 
 

Firing Battery 

The firing battery was made up of the first four sections of the battery of maneuver to include the 

personnel and animals assigned to their immediate service. In normal circumstances the battery 

was under the direct command of the battery Captain.  The senior Lieutenants command platoons 

and a recon and signal officer determines firing data.  A junior Lieutenant commanded the 

reserve. The First Sergeant’s duty was to assist the Captain and Sergeants command sections.4  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
4 Ibid, 238, 362-366 
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Organization of the Battery5 

The entire battery was made up of six sections; one through four were gun sections. Each gun 

section included one led pack mule with pioneer tools.  The fifth and sixth sections were 

ammunition sections with six mules in each team.  The ammunition train consisted of 

ammunition mules, the mules for mechanics forge, stores and tools and the necessary personnel 

to care for the animals.  The supply train comprised the kit, ration, forage and other supply mules 

and the necessary personnel.  The pack mules were herded.  Broken down, a typical battery was 

organized as follows:  

 

• The first and second (gun) sections comprise the first platoon. It was commanded by the 

senior lieutenant. 

 

• The third and fourth (gun) sections comprise the second platoon. It was commanded by 

the lieutenant second in rank. 

 

• The fifth and sixth (ammunition) sections constitute the third platoon. It was commanded 

by the lieutenant third in rank. 

 

• The ammunition train was commanded by the lieutenant fourth in rank. 

 

• The supply train was commanded by the quartermaster sergeant. 

 

When going into action, the battery might be subdivided into three elements: 

 

• The ‘firing battery’ and immediately supporting ammunition section under the command 

of the Captain;  

 

• the ‘reserve’ comprising the ammunition train and reserve men and animals and, 

 

• the ‘train’ comprising the supply train. 

 

 
5 Ibid, 363 

 
About the SSAWV 

The SSAWV is a patriotic and fraternal heritage organization. Founded in 1927, it is non-

profit, non-partisan, and non-sectarian. The Sons of Spanish American War Veterans was 

organized in the Spring of 1927. The tenets of the organization are to perpetuate the memories 

of the men who served honorably in the War with Spain, the Philippine Insurrection, and the 

China Relief Expedition; to carry on the fight for adequate and equitable legislation for the 

Veterans of ’98 and for those widows and dependent minors in State and National 

Legislatures. 
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The 3.6-inch B.L. Mortar 

The battery was also equipped with 

the 3.6-inch B.L. Mortar. This 

weapon was described as a “breech-

loading field cannon” (the ‘B.L’ in 

the title) adopted for U.S. service 

alongside the 3.2-inch gun and 3.6-

inch gun.6  The mortar weighed 244 

pounds and was 2 feet and one-half 

inch long. The weapon was 

configured out of a single piece of 

steel, forged, oil tempered and 

annealed with the trunnions forged 

solid with the piece and was capable 

of withstanding up to 22,000 pounds 

per square inch of pressure though a normal charge was about 16,000 pounds. The barrel was 

rifled for greater accuracy. 

 

With additional forgings and the gun 

carriage it weighed in at 319 pounds. 

The weapon was fixed to a brass 

socket allowing it to be adjusted left 

or right 15 degrees.  The carriage 

was bolted into the ground to hold it 

in place when fired. 

 

According to Army regulations of 

the period, “This is a short, portable 

rifled piece intended for vertical fire, 

chiefly against the personnel of the 

enemy.  It is used to reach troops 

protected by intrenchments or 

inequalities of the field from the 

direct fire of the field guns. The 

range of this mortar is about 2 miles. 

It fires the same projectiles as the 

3.6-inch field gun.  The field of fire 

with shell and shrapnel embraces all ranges from 300 to 3,500 yards, reduced charges being used 

for the shorter distances.” The shell could travel 650 feet per second. 

 

 
6 Artillery Circular I, Series of 1893, Course of Instruction for Artillery Gunners. Modern Guns and Mortars 

Adopted in the United States Land Service. Their Carriages, Projectiles, Fuzes, and Sights.  By the Late 

Captain Charles C. Morrison, Ordnance Department and Captain James. C. Ayres, Ordnance Department. 

(Washington: Adjutant General Office) 1895; see also Ordnance Supply Manual, Prepared Under Direction 

of the Chief of Ordnance, .S.A. by Gerge L. Lohrer (Washington: Government Printing Office) 1904 

Figure 3 Breech Loading Field Mortar 1890 3.6 inch at the 

Watervliet Arsenal Museum.  Online 2014 photo by Bill Maloney.  
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The projectiles for the 3.6-inch mortar were the same used for the 3.6-inch rifled cannon but with 

fuses specifically adapted to employment in mortars. The 20-pound shells contained 14.5 ounces 

of powder. Canister shot could not be used in the mortars. All pieces, including the mortar were 

normally transported by wagon. 

 

Battle of Bacolod 

During its 24-month deployment the 17th Battery was involved in five major expeditions, 

numerous patrols, and operations. The Moro leaders had small forts called ‘Cottas’ and were 

usually protected by entrenched fortifications.  Each fort hosted small artillery pieces called 

‘Lantakas’. They had muskets, rifles, spears and swords known as the ‘Kris’.  Moro warriors 

were also fierce fighters and often fanatical. They were willing to die and took their toll on U.S. 

forces and friendly Filipinos cooperating with the U.S. In trying to pacify tribes or villages, U.S. 

commanders often gave Moros an opportunity to surrender and submit to U.S. authority.   

 

One such engagement was the battle of Bacolod from April 6 to 8, 1903.   The Moros had 

resisted Captain John J. Pershing’s peace overtures and he led an expedition to show American 

resolve. 

 

Pershing’s Command consisted of a Battalion of the Twenty-Seventh Infantry, a Troop of the 

Fifteenth Cavalry, and a battery of the 25th Artillery.  Also on the expedition were elements of its 

replacement, the 17th battery under Captain G. Gatley, one 2nd Lieutenant and 32 NCOs and men. 

They left Camp Vickers on April 5, 1903, on an 86-mile round trip expedition through the 

jungles to Marakui with two 3.6” B.L. mortars. Sixty-two men of the 25th Battery carried their 

two Vickers Mountain Guns.7 

 

Pershing’s column approached Bacolod on Monday, April 6.  The Moros had constructed several 

new forts and Moro battle flags were flying from the forts.   As the Americans neared the 

fortifications the Moros fired a volley wounding two Americans. These were two men of the 25th 

Battery, specifically Private James Weiley slightly wounded in the stomach and Private John J. 

Curry, slightly wounded “across the chest”.  The 17th had a mule killed. Pershing ordered the 

forts surrounded and prepared for a brief siege. 

 

Captain Pershing directed McNair’s (25th artillery) and Gatley’s (17th artillery) batteries to take 

position and begin shelling the various forts.  The main fort’s high walls were described as “eight 

feet thick” and made of “gumbo clay”.  Each fort also had deep cellars, and some had tunnels 

that led to the lake or ravines to provide an avenue of escape. 

 

 
7 Having been relieved by the 17th Battery, the 25th Battery transferred to the USAT SHERIDAN in Manila 

on April 28, 1903 for the return trip to the U.S.  See April Returns, 25th Battery. 
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Figure 4 – A soldiers period diagram of a Moro fort at Bacolod showing the defensive construction. 
 

The Moros were armed with a variety of traditional native weaponry along with Remington 

rifles, Mauser rifles and bolos.  Anticipating a siege, they had stockpiled jars of rice, comotes (a 

type of sweet potato) and water.  

 

The American artillery directed fire on the forts from Monday until Wednesday morning.  The 

shelling had the desired effect in weakening Moro resistance with many of them escaping to 

boats or overland on Monday and Tuesday nights. 

 

While the shelling took place, the American infantry prepared a bamboo bridge to be used in the 

crossing the moat around the main fortification. After the crossing the bridge was to be used to 

scale the wall of the fort.   

 

Pershing directed the final assault at noon Wednesday. Company’s C, F, G and M of the 27th 

Infantry and Troops A and L of the 15th Cavalry attacked. The Americans executed the plan, 

laying the bridge and crossing the moat under heavy enemy fire. The Americans reportedly 

“charged gallantly after crossing a deep moat and, entering the fort, engaged the Moros with 

bayonets against bolos and krisses”.8  It was hand to hand fighting. One report said, “The 

 
8 San Francisco Call, 11 April 1903, ‘Troops Rout Warring Moros: Pershing’s Command In Mindanao 

Captures Bacolod’.  
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fighting inside the forts was most desperate.  Sixty dead Moros were found beside the walls and 

forty were killed in the trenches.” 

 
Figure 5 - Captain John J. Pershing at Bacolod 
 

 

Quartermaster Sergeant Samuel S. Hafer, 27th Infantry9, was one of those in the close combat. He 

was struck several times by a bolo which cut off his right arm at the elbow.  He received 

additional bolo cuts to his knees and “his left hand was nearly severed from his body.” He 

survived but was left “badly crippled”. A Corporal Miller also had an arm badly cut up and a 

Private Elmer H. Cosser of Co. C, Twenty-Seventh Infantry was also “terribly slashed”. Eleven 

American soldiers were seriously wounded. These included Sergeant R.H. Brown who lost his 

left arm and Private Louis Lewson lost his right arm.10 

 

 
9 Returns of 27th Infantry. He departed the unit on June 6. 1903; Also consulted for battle details were the 

Returns of 15th Cavalry, the Returns of 25th Battery of Field Artillery and the Returns of the 17th Battery of Field 

Artillery. 
10 San Francisco Call, 12 April 1903, ‘Four Soldiers Minus Limbs: Men Who Fought At Bacolod Return on 

the Thomas”. 
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At least 100 Moro warriors were killed in action and many others were wounded during the 

three-day battle. Among the dead was a Moro chief, the Datto of Panandungan.  Seven Moro 

cannon were captured. The main fort was afterwards destroyed. The Sultan of Bacolod escaped, 

reportedly on the first night of the shelling.11  

 

 
Figure 6 - Period map shows location of artillery and mortars (“Mortor”) during the battle of Bacolod and 

the bridge crossing for the infantry attack. 
 

Artillery proved critical to reducing fortified positions and weakening the enemy’s will to fight. 

This saved American lives in the long run. The 17th Battery would be engaged in many similar 

operations until their return to the United States in early 1905. 
 

(Note: Greg Eanes is a military historian and has been researching the 17th Field Battery for many years with the 

intent to write a unit history.  His great-grandfather John Gabriel Smith of Sylvatus, Virginia was a member of 

the unit.) 

 
11 Los Angeles Herald, 12 April 1903, ‘Capture of Bacolod: Some Details of the Affair Not Before Published’; 

San Francisco Call, 11 April 1903, ‘Troops Rout Warring Moros: Pershing’s Command In Mindanao 

Captures Bacolod’.  
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