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HONORING GENERAL HENRY LAWTON  ï Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans from across the 

country took time during the Indianapolis Convention (August 4-6, 2023) to honor General Henry Lawton, 

the first American general officer killed in overseas combat action. Pictured, from left to right, are Jim 

McAteer, Ken Roach, Tim Mabee, Eric McBryant, John McBryant, J. Wesley McBryant, James W. 

McBryant II, Charles McBryant (back), Jaylon Prather (front) William (Bud) McBryant, Jon S warts. See 

more convention coverage in this issue. 
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From the National President 
 

Greetings!   
 

Indianapolis and the McBryant family welcomed 

the members and officers of Sons of Spanish 

American War Veterans and the Daughters of ô98 

with unrivaled hospitality for our 87th National 

Convention. I will  give you a brief sketch of our 

itinerary that is further documented with photos 

inside this issue. 

Our home base was at the Marriott Courtyard 

right off the interstate and within 20 minutes of 

all the events and historic places that we visited. 

Some of us arrived early and took some time to 

visit the Presidential home of Benjamin Harrison within the city limits. It alone was worth the 

visit. It is totally restored and contains more than 80% of the original furnishings. The guides are 

incredibly knowledgeable and passionate. Later some of us sampled some local BBQ. 

The following morning some of us toured the Speedway. It was not on my bucket list, but I am 

so glad that we were urged to go. Very well worth the tour and an amazing story told by more 

terrific guides. More of us arrived and we lunched at the famous Rathskeller downtown before 

we walked to the National Headquarters of the American Legion (3,000,00) members. James 

McBryant Jr. had arranged a tour of the incredible building and its museum. We all felt special 

and moved to have been able to tour this facility and to learn how and what they are able to 

accomplish on behalf of all Veterans. Back to the Courtyard to freshen up for dinner in the small, 

picturesque town of Carmel to have dinner in a Carnegie Library converted to a restaurant. The 

complete McBryant family attended led by Real Son Wesley. The meal was followed by local 

ice cream outside with the whole group to end the day. 

Saturday morning, we held our business meeting by the hotel firepit. It was a beautiful and 

different setting that boosted the spirits of everyone present.  We were able to complete the 

agenda and elect the new officers in a timely manner. The minutes and some reports are also 

included in this issue.  After the meeting we headed to a local restaurant with Mexican fare to 

energize us for our next trip downtown to go to the War Memorial and Museum in the center of 

the city. We all were incredibly impressed by the monument building itself that was completed 

just after the First World War. It compares favorably with any other memorial in the world. All  

of us were amazed and moved. Time whizzed quickly and we had to get ready for another BBQ 

special place outside the city. Wowé. talk about goodé..the Rusty Silo in Lizton! Some of us 

headed back to the courtyard for a nightcap before a restful sleep before we headed home.   

Fun and work was done by all. Friendships were made and strengthened along with promises to 

get together again in the future. Plans are being made for a future date in 2024.  

Regards, Tim  
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---A Historianôs Primer--- 

Army Study Provides Uniform Data 
 

By Greg Eanes 

 

The United States Army has made available a primer on United States Army uniforms from the 

American Revolution to the Post-9/11 era.  It is entitled Survey of U.S. Army Uniforms, Weapons 

and Accouterments and was written by David Cole. He said it was produced ñto provide a quick 

reference for the identification of the basic uniforms, accouterments and small arms used by the 

American soldieréò.1 

 

The work was an ñexpanded version of the classes on uniforms, field equipment and small arms 

given at the Basic Curatorial Methods Training Course held at the U.S. Army Medical Museum, 

Fort Sam Houston, Texas in August 2007.ò Cole notes it is not an exhaustive study and 

ñconcerns itself only with the most common items used by enlisted soldiers.ò2 The work is 

illustrated with images of uniforms, hats and personal equipment to include rifles. 

 

Spanish-American War Era 

Of interest to Spanish-American War aficionados is Chapter 5, Late 19th Century 1872-1902. 

The section contains excellent photos of hats and uniforms.   

 

One item that 

jumped out 

was the 

Pattern 1876 

Campaign 

Hat which 

was black.  It 

was replaced 

by olive drab 

or brownish 

campaign hats 

in 1883 (with 

a brass air 

vent in the crown) and 1889 (containing a ósnowflakeô pattern air vent in the crown), the latter 

being the primary hat worn in the Spanish-American War. A Daughter of ó98 some years ago 

found an 1876 Campaign Hat that belonged to her 3rd Kentucky Infantry grandfather in the 

Spanish-American War. This anecdotally suggests old uniform items were being issued to 

mobilized state units. 

 
11 David Cole. Survey of U.S. Army Uniforms, Weapons and Accouterments, U.S. Army, 2007 

(https://history.army.mil/html/museums/uniforms/survey_uwa.pdf), óIntroô. 
2 Cole, Survey, Intro. 
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Cole also notes the khaki cotton field uniforms ñwere based on the British patternò then in use. 

He also states, ñBecause of production problems, no khaki uniforms were issued prior to troop 

deployment during the Spanish-American War.ò  (The men reportedly received them before 

mustering off of active duty.) 

 

 
 

He reports no less than four patterns of khaki field service coats were issued between August 

1898 and August 1899. Further, he writes, ñMany of the coats issued in the Philippines were the 

British Pattern 95 Foreign Service type, procured in Hong Kong.ò 
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He says Corps Badges were reinstituted in July 1898.  Cole writes, ñthe Grand Army of the 

Republic lobbied against the reuse of Civil War corps badges so new designs were introduced.ò 

CORPS BADGES ï Corps badges were reintroduced during the Spanish-American War.  As a result of 

lobbying by former Union Army veterans, the old Civil War badges were not used.  Pictured are the 

redesigned Corps Badges.  The Eighth Army Corps was stationed in the Philippines. 

  

Coleôs work also addresses accouterments of the soldier and has photographs depicting the 

various periods.  Below is the 1894 basic load used by the Army in 1898. 
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Cole wrote, ñVirtually every type of accouterment and equipment used by the Army back to 

1874 was issued to the volunteer force at the beginning of the war, except for the brace system. 

Even some canteen and knapsacks dating from the Civil War were dragged from storage to equip 

the troops. Troops embarking for Cuba were ordered to leave their blanket bags behind and use a 

blanket roll instead.ò   

 

The section is full of other photos examining rifles, ammunition belts and other gear.  More 

importantly for Living Historians and lecturers is his primary source bibliography. Three of the 

most important for the Spanish-American War era conflicts include: 

 

¶ Regulations for the Uniform of the Army of the United States with Illustrations, May, 

1888, Philadelphia Depot of the Quartermaster Department, Philadelphia, PA, 1888  

 

¶ Regulations and Decisions Pertaining to the Uniform of the Army of the United States, 

G.P.O., Washington, DC, (First Edition) May, 1897  

 

¶ Regulations and Decisions Pertaining to the Uniform of the Army of the United States, 

G.P.O., Washington, DC, (Third Edition) May, 1899 

 

Every SSAWV member seeking to develop a living history impression or to develop a local 

lecture on uniforms of the period should download a copy of this study for their personal library. 

Figure 1 U.S. VOLUNTEERS EQUIPMENT - Pictured is what Cole described as "equipment typical of that 

used by the United States Volunteers in the Spanish-American War".  

https://ssawv.org/
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Bucky OôNeill Camp Places Headstones 
(Tempe, Arizona) ï Three headstones were erected at the Double Butte Cemetery in Tempe, 

Arizona by the Bucky OôNeill Camp Sons of Spanish American War Veterans according to 

Avery Frantz, Camp President.  All three were erected in 2023. 

 

Frantz said, ñTwo of them were for Spanish-American War veterans and one was for another that 

served from 1919 to 1922. All three had been unmarked up to that time.ò President Frantz said a 

dedication ceremony will be held when it can be organized. The three veterans were; 

 

James Wallace Ireson (1866-1939) ï Iresonôs grave originally had a headstone but is was stolen 

and left unmarked for many years. Mr. Ireson 

was a Captain in Co. B, 2nd Texas Infantry 

during the Spanish American War. In the 

1930's he became a patient of the Fort Lyon 

hospital which was designated as a 

neuropsychiatry facility. He passed away at 

the hospital and his remains were buried 

under the auspicious of the United Spanish 

War Veterans. A headstone was then ordered 

from the VA by his son Louis Ireson where 

he laid marked until his headstone mysteriously vanished. The Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175, 

Sons of Spanish American War Veterans then re-ordered a headstone for him. 

 

Newton Cooper (1876-1955) - Mr. Newton Cooper was a native of Chattanooga, 

Tennessee and came to Phoenix in 1945 from Vermont. He was a plumber and 

lived in a small home at 1021 E. Hadley St. He later became sick and was sent to 

the Veterans Hospital where he passed away. In 2023 the Buckey O'Neill Camp 

No. 175, Sons of Spanish American War Veterans 

noticed that his grave was unmarked and were able to 

mark his grave after completing an application with 

the VA for a headstone. 

 

 

Myron M. Curtis (1878-1934) - Myron Curtis was a pioneer of 

Arizona born to a Mormon family in Apache County. In the late 

1910's after World War, he enlisted within the Army of the United 

States. In 1922 he was honorably discharged from the service at the 

Presidio in California. After his service he was a miner and then later 

when ill was moved to the Sawtelle Soldiers' Home in California. He 

was later discharged from the home and passed away in Phoenix. In 

February of 2023, the Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175, Sons of 

Spanish American War Veterans discovered his grave as unmarked.  

After doing genealogical research to track down family, the camp 

was able to find a niece who was more than happy to sign the 

application and approve the order and installation of the headstone. 

https://ssawv.org/
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OôNeill Camp Invited to American 

Legion Post for Renaming Ceremony 
 

The Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175 received an invitation 

from the American Legion Post #140 of Prescott Valley, 

Arizona to attend their renaming ceremony. The Post was 

renamed for Spanish American War Veteran Jerome 

Cranke whose ashes sat on the shelf of a mortuary for 90 

years, unclaimed by anyone, until the Missing in America 

Project identified the ashes and interred them in the 

Arizona National Cemetery. 

 

Jerome S. Cranke was the son of James and Dorthula 

Cranke, and at the age of 3 was living in Rose Hill, 

Virginia. During the time of the Spanish American War, 

Jerome reportedly enlisted as a Private in the US Army 

Hospital Corp on August 10, 1899, but had multiple tours 

of duty. According to this original headstone card, he also 

served with Co. H, 33rd U.S. Volunteer Infantry, Co. B, 

U.S. Infantry, the 8th and 12th Companies of the U.S. 

Coast Artillery, Co. A, 26th U.S. Infantry and the U.S. 

Marine Corps and was discharged on November 7, 1912. 

 

The Register of U.S. Army enlistments shows he was in Ft. Reno, Oklahoma when he enlisted on 

May 1, 1901, for the Coast Artillery Corps.  He stated he was from Gibsonôs Station, Virginia, 

presently situated on Rt. 58 (the Wilderness Road) in the far southwest corner of Virginia very 

near the tri-border of Kentucky and Tennessee. Just prior to joining the Coast Artillery, he had 

been in Co. H, 33rd Infantry and had been discharged as a Private with ñvery good serviceò on 

17 April 1901.  While in the Coast Artillery it appears, he transferred to the Hospital Corps as he 

was discharged on April 30, 1904, from that organization and reenlisted for the 26th Infantry on 

June 8, 1904. He apparently transferred back into the Coast Artillery and was discharged from 

the 12th Company in July 1907 and reenlisted into the Hospital Corps on August 1, 1907. He 

was discharged from the Hospital Corps on August 20, 1910 and reenlisted into the 30th Infantry 

on August 26, 1910 and was discharged on July 20, 1911.  He enlisted in the Marine Corps the 

next day. 

 

Marine Corps records show he enlisted on July 21, 1911. As of November 1, 1911 he was 

stationed aboard the USS NEW JERSEY. From December 10 to the 24th, he was reported as 

ñsick, presentò.  On January 23, 1912, he reported to the Naval Hospital at Chelsea, 

Massachusetts.  He was attached to the Marine Barracks in Boston (likely for reporting purposes) 

and on February 10, 1912, and reported at the Naval Hospital in Chelsea, Massachusetts. was 

later discharged ñby reason of medical survey, disease or injury in the line of duty.ò His 

character was reflected as ñExcellentò.  He was still in the hospital in October 1912 but rated for 
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pension purposes an invalid by December 23, 1912 due to ñrheumatismò and periodically re-

rated afterwards. 

 

A resident of Phoenix, Jerome married Clara Ridgeway in Los Angeles, CA on June 21st 1920. 

Mr. Cranke was a doctor who practiced Chiropractics. 

His office was located at the Dixie Hotel. In 1927 he 

was appointed by Gov. Hunt as a member of the 

Board of Chiropractic Examiners. His wife Clara was 

also a doctor in Chiropractics, and they worked 

together in their business. Mr. Cranke was also a 

member of the Loyal Order of Moose.  

 

With no family, and his wife passing away before 

him, Mr. Cranke was cremated, and his ashes were 

never claimed. Thanks to the Missing in America 

Project his ashes were discovered still sitting at 

Greenwood Cemetery mortuary. Finding that he was a 

veteran the organization claimed and interred them at 

the National Cemetery on Dec 29th, 2021.  Mr. 

Cranke has been waiting 92 years for his honors. 

 

Brother Tim Prater of Chino Valley, Arizona was able 

to attend on behalf of the President Avery Frantz and the OôNeill Camp. Brother Prater brought 

and read greetings on behalf of the Buckey OôNeill Camp to the Post, presented two buttons as 

gifts from the camp, and also was able to sign their new charter as an American Legion member. 

 

 

  

Figure 2 ï Dr. Crankeôs Obituary from 1929 

in the Arizona Republic. 

https://ssawv.org/
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Spanish-American War Veterans 

 

And 

 

Daughters of ó98 

 

--------------------- 

2023 Convention Photos 

 

And Reports 
  

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 3 

11 
 

Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

 

 

 
 

OATH OF OFFICE ï In the top photo, PNP James McBryant  (left) administers the oath of 

office to PNP Tim Mabee who was elected to a second two-year term (2023-2025).  In the 

photo below President Mabee administers the oath of office to new 2nd Vice President Jon 

Swarts (on right). 
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DAUGHTERS COORDINATE -2nd Vice President elect DSAWV Heather Mabee (Left) 
looks at installation ceremony script with President elect DSAWV Pat McAteer. SSAWV 

President Tim Mabee (right) looks on. 
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DAUGHTERS HONOR GENERAL LAWTON - Pat McAteer DSAWV and Heather 

Mabee 2nd VP lay a Daughters wreath at Lawton statue in Indianapolis. 

 

 
 

VIETNAM VETERAN ï Jim McAteer is a Vietnam Veteran and also a member of the 

American Legion in Pennsylvania.  While touring the American Legion headquarters in 

Indianapolis, he took time to sit in the Pennsylvania Delegate seat.  
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TEAM TOURS ï The Sons and Daughters Leadership team took a tour of the Indianapolis 

Motor Speedway. Pictured, from left to right, are Heather Mabee, Tim Mabee, Patricia 

McAteer, and Jim McAteer. 
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GROUP LUNCH - Tim Mabee, Charlie McBryant , James McBryant, Ken Roach, Heather 

Mabee, Wayne Wehrheim, James McAteer, Pat McAteer at the Rathskeller for lunch. 
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FUTURE RACE CAR DRIVER? ï Heather Mabee was able to sit in one of the 

Indianapolis 500 race cars while visiting the speedway during the Sons of Spanish-

American War Veterans and Daughters convention in August 2023. 

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL! ï SSAWV President Tim Mabee, PNP Jim McAteer, 

Daughters PNP Patricia McAteer, outgoing SSAWV Treasurer, Ken Roach, Wayne 

Wehrheim, PNP James McBryant, Charlie McBryant and Daughterôs Vice-President 

Heather Mabee. 
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Business Meeting 

 

 
HIS LAST HURRAH!  - Distinguished outgoing National Treasurer Ken Roach (left) has done 

much to get the SSAWV finances in excellent health. It involved a lot of work and has placed the 

SSAWV on a sound footing.  He is one of the SSAWVôs unsung heroes!  The ósilent sentinelô on the 

right salutes Ken Roach along with the rest of the organization!  Well done and óThank You!ô 
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Home of President Benjamin Harrison 

https://ssawv.org/

