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Spanish Army Orderly Book  

Returned to the Kingdom of Spain 
  

 
GOING HOME AFTER 125 YEARS ï A Spanish Regimental Artillery Orderly Book gifted to the Sons of 

Spanish-American War Veterans for placement in an appropriate archive was returned to the Kingdom of 

Spain for their military archives on November 13, 2023, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The American soldier who 

obtained the book needed it to keep a record of a Manila based unit literary society in 1898-1899 and 

eventually brought it to the United States. The SSAWV, recognizing the importance of the Spanish military 

records, electronically preserved the book and decided to return the original to Spain which is now one the 

United Statesô most dedicated Allies. Pictured making the transfer of the document is Ms. Maria Wildridge, a 

native of Spain now living in Indianapolis who helped facilitate the transfer; SSAWV Past National President 

James W. McBryant, II who has been working the project for several years; Colonel Javier Bueno, Military 

Attache to the Spanish Embassy in Washington, DC and the Honorable Josep Bosch Bessa, Spanish Consul 

General in Puerto Rico. (Contributed photo) 

*****  

Also in this issueé 

- SSAWV Facilitates Preservation of Goodrich Photograph Collection 

- Quinn and OôNeill Camps recognize Veterans Day 

- DAR Recognizes 125th Anniversary of Spanish-American War 

https://ssawv.org/
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From the National President óTimô Mabee 
Once again, you are holding in your hands a 

newsletter created and compiled by Greg Eanes. A 

special thanks to Greg and also to those of you that 

have submitted pictures and stories. Please keep 

them coming. Tell us what you are doing to help 

honor and remember our ancestors. 
 

I am particularly pleased to see that Past President 

James McBryant has successfully turned over the 

Spanish Army Orderly Book to the Spanish 

Government for consideration to become part of 

Spanish Archives. The Colonel George E. 

Goodrich photo collection was also transferred to 

the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center in 

Carlisle, PA. Details of these ñturnoversò are 

described elsewhere in this issue. 
 

Mark your Calendars. This coming April 8th, 2024 (a 

Monday) begins the annual Hereditary Society Fortnight 

when Hereditary Societies from across the country 

traditionally meet. This year the Sons of Spanish American 

War Veterans and the Daughters of ô98 will be sharing the 

Cosmos Club1 in D.C. with the Order of the Cloak and 

Dagger, Order of the Descendants of Pirates and Privateers 

and Son of a Witch (a male hereditary society of descendants 

of persons accused of witchcraft in Colonial America).  Each 

Society will have time for a short business meeting prior to a 

luncheon.  

 

Having our Annual meeting at this time and place is a great 

opportunity to socialize and recruit. Check out the website: 

https://www.cosmosclub.org  to learn of this spectacular 

building and some history. Early next year, invitations will 

be delivered with additional details. This time of the year is 

also ñCherry Blossomò season so many hotels book early. It 

is advisable to make room reservations soon. 

 

New Supply Officer. If you are interested in items from 

our new Supply Officer contact Chuck Hand at 116 Sage Canyon, Boerne. TX 78006 or by email 

or phone at chuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.com (210-376-7772). Welcome Chuck by making a 

purchase of a new necktie!      

 
1 The Cosmos Club (https://www.cosmosclub.org) at 2121 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, DC 20008, 

was established in 1878. 

https://ssawv.org/
https://www.cosmosclub.org/
mailto:chuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.com
https://www.cosmosclub.org/
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SAN JUAN SUMMIT! ï The Honorable Josep Bosch Bessa, Spanish Consul General in 

Puerto Rico took time to pose for a photo with the SSAWV delegation transferring a 

Spanish Orderly Book back to the Kingdom of Spain.  From left to right are, óReal Sonô J. 

Wesley McBryant, Mr. Bosch, Mrs. Maria Wildridge and Past National President James W. 

McBryant, II., who has been working this issue since he was President. (Contributed photo) 

 

---A Five Year Effort--- 

Spanish Army Orderly Book 

Returned to Spain after 125 Years 
 

(Puerto Rico) ï On Monday November 13, 2023, the Sons of Spanish American War Veterans 

(SSAWV) returned to the Kingdom of Spain a Spanish Army Regimental Artillery Orderly Book 

belonging to the 2nd Company of the 1st Battalion stationed in Manila in 1898 and brought to the 

United States 125 years ago at the end of the Spanish-American War. 

 

https://ssawv.org/
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It is exceptional in that two armies used it, one as 

an Orderly Book and the other to keep a record of 

a unit literary society.  According to the transfer 

document, ñof particular interest is an entry near 

the end of the Spanish Army section recording a 

recommendation for a military award 

(specifically, La Cruz de San Fernando 1st Clase 

or the Cross of San Fernado First Class) to a 

Provisional Chaplain, Antonio Vasquez y 

Vasquez, who demonstrated exceptional courage 

in administering the sacraments, in the front line, 

to wounded soldiers.ò It has not been determined 

whether or not the Chaplain received the honor. 

 

Past National President James W. McBryant, II, 

represented the Sons of Spanish American War Veterans and made the presentation to the 

Honorable Josep Bosch Bessa, Spanish Consul General in Puerto Rico and Colonel Javier 

Bueno, Spainôs Defense Attache of the Embassy of Spain in Washington, DC. Also present was 

SSAWV Real Son James McBryant, Sr. and Ms. Maria Wildridge. In attendance were several 

Spanish military officers whose descendants had participated in the Spanish-American War and 

several invited U.S. military personnel. 

 

A Five-year Process 

It all started with Elizabeth Anne óBetsyô (Bruce) Olsen of Bonney Lake, Washington State.  Her 

grandfather Private George H. Bruce of the Second Oregon Volunteer Infantry had brought 

home a ówar trophyô from the Philippine Insurrection in the form of a Spanish Orderly Book. He 

had used it to keep the minutes of the Oregon Literary Society which consisted of Oregon 

troops stationed in Manila. Mrs. Olsen wanted to pass the book to an organization that might be 

able to do use it.  In July 2018 she contacted SSAWV Public Relations Officer Greg Eanes who 

advised her the SSAWV has helped other people preserve historic papers and facilitated 

placement of the papers in an appropriate archive for use by historians and students.  
 

Mrs. Olsen sent the book to Eanes who attempted to have it electronically scanned and translated 

using Virginia resources. COVID and health issues interrupted Eanesô efforts and, following 

discussions with SSAWV President James W. McBryant, II., a Spanish linguist, the book was 

sent to him. McBryant was successful in having Indiana University scan the entire document, 

both the English record and the entire Spanish language record. It is now preserved permanently 

and electronically. It is accessible to historians and researchers. The preservation part of the 

mission was accomplished. The next step was to find an appropriate archive for permanent 

retention. 

 

Finding an Archive 

McBryant and Eanes recognized the document is a historic relic. It contains a valuable record of 

Spanish soldiers of a long-forgotten unit stationed in Manila and engaged in combat operations 

against insurgent forces.  It was felt the document should be accessible to Spanish historians of 

that era. After some discussion, it was determined to return the relic to the Kingdom of Spain. 

https://ssawv.org/
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McBryant attempted to find a contact within the Spanish Embassy that would allow for transfer. 

The complications of COVID delayed activity for several years until McBryant came into 

contact with Spanish expatriate Maria Wildridge of Indianapolis.  McBryant said she ñwas key in 

gaining the attention of the Spanish government to effect this donation.ò 

 

Once engaged with Colonel Javier Bueno, Military Attache of the Embassy of Spain in the 

United States, McBryant was able to learn about the Instituto de Historia y Cultura Militar or the 

Institute of Military History and Culture with roots dating to 1810.2 The Institute is responsible 

for the protection, conservation, research, and dissemination of the historical, cultural, 

documentary, and bibliographic heritage of the Spanish Army. It is Spainôs equivalent to the U.S. 

Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC) which replaced the earlier Institute for Military 

History at the U.S. Army Center for Military History. 

 

Colonel Bueno helped facilitate a formal transfer of the document from a U.S. entity to the 

Kingdom of Spain through the Spanish Consul in San Juan. The document will remain with the 

Embassy of Spain until acceptance by the Institute. 

  

 
MILITAY DELEGATION ï Observers of the SSAWV transfer of a Spanish Army Artillery Orderly Book 

included local San Juan officials along with military personnel.  Many of the Spanish representatives were 

themselves óSons of Spanish-American Warô veterans.  From left to right are Colonel Charles Moulton, USA; 

Major General Jose Reyes, USA (Ret); the Honorable Josep Bosch Bessa, Spanish Consul General in Puerto 

Rico; the Honorable Omar J. Marrero Diaz, Secretary of State and Lt. Governor or Puerto Rico; Colonel 

Javier Bueno, Military Attache to the Spanish Embassy in Washington, DC; unidentified Ft. Buchanan officer 

in civilian clothes; SSAWV Past National President James W. McBryant, II and Adjutant General of the 

Puerto Rico National Guard Brigadier General Miguel A. Mendez. (Contributed photo) 

 
2 Contents - Army (defensa.gob.es) 

https://ssawv.org/
https://ejercito.defensa.gob.es/unidades/Madrid/ihycm/Historial/index.html
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Official Remarks  

of Past National President James W. McBryant, II 

on Transferring the Spanish Army Orderly Book 
 

 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

November 13, 2023 

 

Mr. Bosch, Consul General, and Colonel Bueno, Miltary Attacheô; 

 

I am greatly honored to represent the Sons of Spanish Ameriacn War Veterans on this occasion.  

Our organization is dedicated to the memory of the United States Veterans of the Spanish-

American War, but also recognizes there were thousands of brave service persons who honorably 

gave their strength, loyalty, and in many cases, their lives for the Kingdom of Spain. We are here 

today, 125 years after that conflict, to honor the memory of both Armed Forces, and to recognize 

the humanity of those brave individuals. 

 

A few years ago, the descendants of Bruce Olsen, an American veteran of the Spanish-American 

War, sent his book to a member of the Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans. It was 

immediately recognized as a unique historic artifiact because this simple notebook had been used 

by both the Spanish, and the United States armies.  The Spanish portion of the book is the Libro 

de Orden de la Artilleria Regimental, Primer Batallon, Segunda Compania, commencing in 

December of 1889. Its pages reveal a formal structure of recordkeeping, and is complemented by 

a few narratives giving some limited history of the actions of the unit. By reversing the book, the 

reader is given a view into the informal life of a United States soldier of the period. This portion 

contains minutes of the Oregon Literary Society, which was a form of evening entertainment of 

speechmaking, debates and music for soldiers before the days of movies, electronics, etc. Seeing 

this book contains formal records of the Spanish Armed Forces, our organization decided it 

should be returned to is official origin. 

 

I am deeply grateful for this opportunity, and for your interest in commemorating the honor of 

veterans who served our resepective nations. I present this Libro de Orden and Minutes of the 

Oregon Literary Society, to you as a representatives of the King of Spain, in hopes that its record 

of service, and window into the lives of past servicemen, will help to better understand the 

shared history of our nations, and commemorate the alliance we now treasure. In the words of 

the American writer Robert Penn Warren, ñHistory cannot give us a program for the future, but it 

can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and of our common humanity, so that we can 

better face the future.ò 

 

 Respectfully, 

 

James W. McBryant, II. 

Past National President, SSAWV 

https://ssawv.org/
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Chain of Events and People Led  

to Return of Spanish Orderly Book 
 

by Greg Eanes 

SSAWV Public Relations 

 

(Indianapolis) ï A chain of encounters starting at a cemetery clean-up led to the transfer of the 

Spanish Army Orderly book back to Spain according to Past National President (PNP) James W. 

McBryant, II. 

 

Cemetery Cleanup  

PNP McBryant said a local Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) was going to 

conduct a clean-up at a local cemetery. When it was discovered, there were some Spanish-

American War veterans interred there, one of the organizers contacted McBryant to ask if he 

wanted to participate in the effort. 

 

During the clean-up McBryant made several new acquaintances including the Commander of a 

local American Legion Post. In casual conversation McBryant mentioned the Orderly Book and 

the desire to preserve it electronically.  The Legion Commander volunteered that he worked at 

Indiana University (IU) and could check with the IU library to see if they had the capability.  The 

IU library not only had the capability but also the desire to help preserve the document and 

include it with their electronic archives for historical research. With that accomplished, the next 

step was to try to return the book to Spain for their archives. 

 

Non-Profit Connections 

Oddly, this too was the result of a chain of people. McBryant works for a non-profit helping 

those in need in the area.  In that capacity he also belongs to a consortium of other non-profits 

one of which was represented by Juan Suarez, a native of Spain.  McBryant casually asked 

Suarez if he had any contacts with Spanish diplomats in the U.S.  He did not but he knew 

someone who did and introduced McBryant to Mrs. Maria Wildridge, a native of Spain and 

wife of an Air Force veteran. 

 

Mrs. Wildridge is the President of La Casa de España en Indiana, a non-profit with a mission ñto 

educate the public about the cultural arts, literature, history, values and traditions of Spanish 

origin, and to support and enhance civic, social and financial knowledge and assist members of 

the community of Spaniards in assimilating into the Indiana community.ò3 

 

Spanish Diplomats 

Mrs. Wildridge expressed interest in supporting the effort. She explained to McBryant that she 

had just been in Puerto Rico at an event and sat with the Ambassador of Spain. She contacted 

him and he was interested in it and placed Spanish Military Attache Colonel Javier Bueno on 

 
3 Who we are (casadeespanaindiana.org) 

https://ssawv.org/
https://casadeespanaindiana.org/quienes-somos/
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the task.  He identified the Institute of Military History and Culture, Spainôs equivalent to the 

U.S. Army History and Education Center as the appropriate place for this primary source record 

of a Spanish military unit.  Colonel Bueno also noted in his comments, that this document 

included details of the unitôs members including the recommendation for a valor award for the 

unitôs Provisional Chaplain, perhaps the only record of that event. 

 

At the Ambassadorôs suggestion, the transfer of materials took place in San Juan, Puerto Rico as 

it was one of the contested theatres of operations in that conflict. During the ceremony the 

Consul General made remarks on the friendship and alliances of Spain and the United States.  

 

A óHistorical Momentô 

Mrs. Wildridge also gave remarks calling the event ña historical momentò and commending ñthe 

tenacity of the then president of Sons of Spanish American War Veterans, James McBryant, after 

a couple of years and numerous emails, calls, and text messages. I was honored to be part of the 

act in which the book Orden de la Compañia was donated to the Kingdom of SpainéIt was an 

honor and a pleasure to be there.ò 

 

McBryant presented the Consul General with the Sons of Spanish-American War medallion 

(membership medal) as a gift from the 

organization as a token of appreciation 

and friendship. óReal Sonô Wesley 

McBryant was also publicly recognized 

with a round of applause. Several 

people present were surprised to see a 

óreal sonô 125 years after the war. The 

SSAWV delegation was ñwell 

receivedò and  ñenjoyed it.ò 

 

Among those present was a man named 

Cavallos whose grandfather had been 

charged by the Spanish commander in 

1898 with identifying weak spots 

around Puerto Rico that might be 

suitable for an American invasion. 

Ideally these would be strengthened.  

He identified the very spot at which the 

Americans would land on the south 

side of the island but no action was 

taken..  Other Spanish citizens with 

family connections to the war were also 

among the 35 people present. 

 

Also present was Puerto Rico National Guard Adjutant General Miguel A. Mendez-Fontaez and 

Colonel Charles N. Moulton, Garrison Commander of Fort Buchanan. 

SSAWV MEDALLION PRESENTED -PNP James W. 

McBryant (right) presents an SSAWV medallion to Spanish 

Consul General Josep Bosch Bessa (left) as óReal Sonô J. 

Wesley McBryant (center) looks on. 

https://ssawv.org/
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TAKING CUSTODY OF THE DOCUMENT -Colonel Javier Bueno signs for custody of the Spanish Army 

Artillery Orderly Book from SSAWV PNP James W. McBryant, II in San Juan, Puerto Rico on November 

13, 2023. Colonel Bueno who identified to those present the valor citation for a Spanish Chaplain. 
 

A Stalwart Ally 
 

Spain joined NATO in 1982 but U.S. relations extend much earlier.  U.S. Naval Station Rota was 

established in 1953 and is still operating. It is also the gateway for U.S. Air Mobility Command. 

Spain was also home to three major Air Force bases during the Cold War.   

 

During Operations DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM Spain provided over 3,500 military 

personnel to include combat engineers, one Spanish Navy destroyer and two corvettes. Spain 

was part of the NATO led Kosovo Force (KFOR) enforcing UN resolutions. Lt. Gen. Juan 

Ortuno led KFOR in 2000. Casualties were suffered in KFOR operations. Following 9/11 Spain 

supported the Coalition in Iraq and Afghanistan losing 97 personnel including 13 combat 

deaths in the latter. As part of Multi-National Forces-Iraq, at least 1,300 ground troops were 

deployed in Najaf. Spain had a leadership role and commanded the Plus Ultra Brigade that 

included troops from Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic.  One 

Spanish soldier died from an accident and ten were killed in action by enemy forces.  

 

Al-Qaeda and its allies instigated the deadliest terror attack in the history of Spain in Madrid 

on March 11, 2004.  Known in Spain as ñ11-Mò, the attack consisted of ten coordinated 

explosions against four commuter trains. There were also three Improvised Explosive Devices, 

two of which were discovered and disarmed, and one found later and destroyed. The explosions 

killed 193 citizens from 18 different countries and wounded approximately 2,050. 

 
 

https://ssawv.org/
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óA HISTORICAL MOMENTô- The transfer of a Spanish Army Artillery Orderly Book back to the Kingdom 

of Spain after 125 years was described by one observer as ña historical momentò and may be the first such 

event ever for the Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans.  Pictured at top are Past National President 

James W. McBryant, II; Colonel Javier Bueno, Military Attache to the Spanish Embassy in Washington and 

Spanish Consul General the Honorable Josep Bosch Bessa. In the bottom photo, the Orderly Book was laid 

open for examination by event attendees. (Contributed Photos)  

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 4 

10 
 

Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

SSAWV Facilitates Preservation of  

Goodrich Photograph Collection 
 

The Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans has facilitated the transfer of the Colonel George E. 

Goodrich Photograph scrapbook to the 

United States Army Heritage and Education 

Center (AHEC) at Carlisle Barracks, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Public Relations Officer Greg Eanes said, 

ñArticle II, Section 6 of our National 

Constitution calls for us, in part, óto gather 

and preserve the records of patriotic service 

performed by the veterans of the Spanish-

American War Eraéô.ò   

 

He said, ñFacilitating the transfer of paper 

records and historic artifacts to appropriate 

public archives ensures these materials are 

permanently preserved, yet accessible for 

historic research purposes or public museum 

displays.  It is one of the most important 

missions we have as an organization and 

ensures the memory of the veterans continue 

to live for future generations.ò 

 

Colonel George E. Goodrich 

Colonel George E. Goodrich (6 April 1872-

15 May 1932) of Shelbyville, Indiana served as a Second Lieutenant in Company C, 161st 

Indiana Infantry during the Spanish-American War and was part of the Cuban Occupation 

(Fitzhugh Leeôs Corps) following the cessation of hostilities.  Following demobilization, 

Goodrich was commissioned to serve in the 32nd U.S. Volunteer Infantry in the Philippines 

seeing combat there from late September 1899 through 1901.   

 

Just prior to demobilization he was granted a Regular U.S. Army Commission and served in the 

30th Infantry Regiment. He trained troops at Plattsburg, New York from 1915 but was not 

deployed during the First World War.  Colonel Goodrich retired from active duty in 1929 while 

serving in the Aviation Branch of the U.S. Signal Corps. He died in Bedford County, 

Pennsylvania, his wifeôs hometown. 

 

The AHEC Registrar Michael Mira said, ñThe [Goodrich] photograph collection is a welcome 

addition to our holdings and will help add depth to our Spanish-American War Survey 

collection.ò 

https://ssawv.org/
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Provenance of Collection 

Colonel Goodrich had one son, George E. Goodrich, Jr. (8 Jan 1913-21 Dec 1979).  His son had 

three daughters: Judith Voss of Nantucket Island, Massachusetts; Melissa Zarfos and Jane Dart.  

Mrs. Voss obtained the photographic scrapbook. While in her possession the scrapbook became 

exposed to water leading to some photo degradation.  In her senior years Mrs. Voss gave the 

book to neighbor Mr. David W. Smith of Chatham, Massachusetts.   

 

In December 2018, Mr. Smith, seeking to have it placed with an organization that would care for 

it, reached out to the National Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans, He was put in contact 

with Eanes, a regional military historian and Visiting Lecturer at Hampden-Sydney College, Va 

who had previously facilitated the transfer of similar materials to appropriate archives. 

 

Eanes said, ñThe original intent on review of the fragile photos was to try to have an area college 

electronically scan the images for permanent preservation and online research availability. While 

making inquiries, my wife was diagnosed with cancer and I later had a TIA which, coupled with 

COVID, impeded progress.ò  Unable to find a local repository capable of photograph 

rehabilitation, Eanes reached out to the Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC) as the best 

repository for the collection.   Upon review of photos of the document, the AHEC Lead Archivist 

expressed interest in obtaining the photos. 

 

Collection Description 

The Goodrich photo scrapbook is estimated to contain more than 100 photographs mounted on 

now very brittle scrapbook paper.  Many of the photos are faded but might be salvaged if 

electronically scanned and manipulated.  Twenty-five pages include images of Company C, 161st 

Indiana Infantry of Shelby County, Indiana as well as general images of the 161st to include a 

pre-muster photo, the company barbershop, its encampment at Jacksonville, Florida and in Cuba.  

There is also an image of a working party helping to construct the 161st Indiana monument in 

Cuba, a photo of the finished monument, images of the USS MAINE wreckage, images of a USS 

MAINE memorial service, images of various U.S. battleships in Havana Harbor and an overview 

photo of VII Corps Commander General Fitzhugh Leeôs encampment and one of Lee and his 

staff. There are photos of Cuban civilians, Cuban soldiers, and Spanish soldiers; Colon Cemetery 

and Moro Castle and images related to General Calixto Garciaôs burial. There is an image 

identified as the ñLast load of Spanish soldiers leaving the docks at Havanaéò. There are 

photos of officers and men of the 161st Indiana to include one of Major R.B. Peterson, 161st 

Indiana Volunteers (1st Lieutenant in 6th Infantry) who died of yellow fever while in Cuba. There 

are also photos of several ships sailing into Havana Harbor. 

 

There are eight pages of images of Goodrichôs time in the Philippines, specifically with Co. L, 

32nd U.S Volunteer Infantry and other 32nd related photos. Many are faded. Electronic image 

enhancement might result in saving the images. There are also five large images of Japan, 

colorized, that may have been the result of a visit while Goodrich was in the region and may be 

from a magazine of the period. 

 

The remainder of the book consists of what appears to be family photos to include Goodrichôs 

wedding photo and other unidentified military photos including several at a rifle range.  The later 

https://ssawv.org/
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photos may be after Goodrich was assigned to the 30th U.S. Infantry. There are two group photos 

in which one of the senior officers appears in both, suggesting it is the 30th Infantry officer cadre. 

In one the officers are almost all in dress whites. 

 

Also included are several miscellaneous documents. These are a congratulatory letter on 

Goodrichôs retirement in 1929 signed by General Charles P. Summerall who was Chief of Staff 

of the Army in 1929 and a printed U.S. State Department letter of introduction, general in nature, 

dated March 27, 1901. There is also an 8 August 1917 cover letter that went with an unidentified 

gift to four-year-old George E. Goodrich, Jr., only son of then-Captain George E. Goodrich, from 

the members of Company 5, 1st Training Regiment in Plattsburg, New York. 

 

The book will be preserved and retained by the U.S. Army Center for Military History and U.S. 

Army Heritage and Education Center for the education of future use of Army officers and 

historians researching the period. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Goodrich Collection Covers Variety of People and Units 
 

The following are names of individuals, identification of Army units and ships associated with 

the photograph album of Colonel Charles Goodrich. 

 

Names Associated with Documents 

Biederwolf, William E. 161st Indiana, Chaplain 

Brandt, Amos   32nd USVI, Captain  

Brooke, John R.  Military Governor of Cuba in 1899 

Forte, --   32nd USVI, Captain 

Garcia, Calixto  Cuban Revolutionary General 

Lee, Fitzhugh   VII Corps Commander 

Olds, Lee M.   161st Indiana, Major, Commanding Third Battalion 

Parkison, Moses A.  161st Indiana, Co. C, 1st Sergeant 

Peterson, Matt R.  161st Indiana, Major 

Schach, H.E.   32nd USVI, Lieutenant 

Summerall, Charles P.  U.S. Army Chief of Staff, 1929 

 

 

U.S. Ships associated with photos: 

USS BROOKLYN 

USS RESOLUTE 

USS TEXAS 

USS MAINE 

USAT MICHIGAN 

USAT MOBILE (late renamed USAT SHERMAN) 

USAT PANAMA (with Lee and his staff) 

Hospital Ship MISSOURI  

https://ssawv.org/
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Selected Images of the 

Colonel George Goodrich Collection 
 

The Army Heritage and Education Centerôs (AHEC) review process requires photos of potential 

acquisitions to be submitted for review.  The images below were made with a normal android phone for 

submission to the AHEC. While the quality is not the best, it was determined to publish some of these, 

cropped and with some electronic enhancement, for SSAWV member review. 

 

 
Major Lee Olds, Commanding Third Battalion (on left) and Chaplain William E. Biederwolf 

 

Below is Company C, 161st Indiana Volunteer Infantry in Havana (Goodrich Collection)  

  

https://ssawv.org/
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VII Corps Commander Fitzhugh Lee and Staff in Havana, Cuba (Goodrich Collection) 

 

BELOW: Company C, 161st Indiana Volunteer Infantry in civilian clothes prior to muster 

into Federal service.  These men are primarily from Shelby County and Shelbyville, 

Indiana. (Goodrich Collection)   

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 4 

15 
 

Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

 
American soldiers at one of Havanaôs natural springs which provided fresh water.  The troops are 

assessed to be members of Goodrichôs Company C, 161st Indiana Volunteer Infantry. (Goodrich 

Collection) 

 

 
 

Major Matt R. Peterson 
 

He was an active-duty Captain 

from the 6th U.S. Infantry 

promoted to Major, U.S. 

volunteers to serve with the 161st 

Indiana Volunteer Infantry.   

 

Peterson died of malaria while in 

service.  This may be the last photo 

made of him. Though faded, it is 

hoped electronic scanning and 

manipulation can enhance the 

image. (Goodrich Collection) 
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This photo was identified by Goodrich as ñ1st Sergt & Company Clerk, Co. Cò.  An evaluation of 

the roster suggests the man on the left is 1st Sergeant Moses A. Parkison, a cabinetmaker of 

Shelbyville. The clerk on the right is currently unidentified. (Goodrich Collection) 

 

ñLast load of Spanish soldiers leaving the docks at Havana to embark on vessel 

transporting them to Spain.ò (Goodrich Collection) 
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General John R. Brooke (1838-1926) at USS MAINE memorial service in Colon Cemetery, 

Havana on February 15, 1899.  General Brooke (lower center, right, white hair) had been 

military governor of Porto Rico and had been named military governor of Cuba on 

December 13, 1898. The officer standing to his left has not been identified. (Goodrich 

Collection) 

 

 
VII Corps Review in Havana, Cuba in 1899 (Goodrich Collection) 
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ñSome Spanish soldiersò in Havana (Goodrich Collection) 
 

 
ñCuban Soldiersò near Havana (Goodrich Collection) 
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This photo was identified as ñCaptain Forte's Mess" - Captain Forte has not been fully identified 

but is inferred as the man on the left suggesting the woman is his wife with their children.  

Goodrich is sitting to the right of the woman.  (Goodrich Collection) 
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Daughters of the American Revolution Recognize 

125th Anniversary of Spanish-American War 
 

 
 

By Heather Mabee 

Saratoga Chapter DAR Regent 

 

The Saratoga Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution with Mayor Ron Kim, 

representatives from Assembly Members Jim Tedisco and Carrie Woerner; Saratoga County 

Historian Lauren Roberts; Saratoga Springs City Historian Mary Ann Fitzgerald; Tim Mabee, 

National President, Sons of the Spanish American War Veterans commemorated at The Hiker 

Monument at Greenridge Cemetery on Wednesday, October 18th, the 125th Anniversary of the 

Spanish American War, the 125th Anniversary of the DAR Nurses Corp and the 125th 

Anniversary of the death of Reubena Hyde Walworth, daughter of DAR founder, Ellen Hardin 

Walworth and a nurse who died in service in the Spanish American War. 

 

The Spanish American War was a short war from April  to August of 1898, which expanded 

territories for American in the Caribbean and Pacific.  Over 4000 Americans died with about 460 

New Yorkers.  Some highlights from the war are the Sinking of The Maine Battleship in the 
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Havana Harbor, the taking of San Juan Hill  by the Rough Riders, Hawaii becoming a US 

territory and the Treaty of Paris to end the war with Spain. 

 

With a shortage of nurses, the DAR Nurses Corp was created to train over 1000 nurses.  This 

corps was the start of the Army Nurses Corp.  Reubena Hyde Walworth wanted to join to help 

the cause.  She was trained at the Saratoga Hospital and was the first female nurse to arrive at 

Camp Wykoff in Montauk, NY.  Unfortunately, in the last week of the camp being open, she 

succumbed to Typhoid Fever and died on October 18th, 1898 at 31 years of age. Many of her 

patients wrote letters of sympathy to her mother telling her what a compassionate and caring 

nurse she was. 

 

After the ceremony at The Hiker Monument, Members of the Saratoga, Amsterdam, Fort Crailo, 

General Peter Gansevoort, Jane McCrea and Schenectady Chapters of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution laid wreaths at Reubena Hyde Walworth grave in Greenridge Cemetery. 

 

Note: This article appeared in Saratoga Today, October 27, 2023.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

MINI -REUNION IN MARYLAND ï National Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans Treasurer Ken 

Roach (on right) and Public Relations Officer Greg Eanes (on left) had a ómini-SSAWVô reunion while 

attending the Order of the Southern Cross Annual meeting in Frederick, Maryland in September. While 

there they toured Antietam and Monocacy National Battlefields. 
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--- Quinn Camp in Lebanon, Pennsylvania--- 

SSAWVôs Donahue Is Veterans Day Speaker 
 

Mark Donahue, SSAWV 

President of the Alexander 

Quinn Camp #173 delivered 

the keynote address at the 

Lebanon, Pennsylvania 2023 

Veterans Day event on 

November 11.  

 

Donohue spoke to the crowd 

about the spirit of Veterans 

Day and provided information 

on some of the 485 Lebanon 

County men who served 

during the Spanish-American 

War era. 

 

Among the activities, the 

Daughters of '98 provided 

refreshments and other 

veterans were raising funds to 

build shelters designed 

specifically for homeless vets. 

 

Supporting the event were 

Quinn Camp Secretary Jim 

McAteer who served in 

Vietnam as a Finance 

Specialist in Bien Hoa, Long 

Bien, and Saigon from 

September to December 1971.  

 

He was sent to Vietnam 

immediately after his marriage 

to Pat, a PNP of the Daughters 

of ô98.  

 

Also present were life 

member Bill Meiser and 

members of local Keystone 

Commonwealth Fort #173 of 

the Daughters of 98. 

VETERANS DAY 2023 - Paulette Werni of the Daughters of '98 and 

Alexander Quinn Camp President Mark Donahue of Camp #173 

following presentation of the wreath during the Lebanon County 

Veterans Day observances. Visit: Alexander Quinn Ssawv Lebanon 
Pennsylvania - Online (alexanderquinnssawvcamp.org) 

https://ssawv.org/
https://www.alexanderquinnssawvcamp.org/home.html
https://www.alexanderquinnssawvcamp.org/home.html
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Above Photo: Quinn Camp SSAWV members, from 

left to right, Vietnam Veteran Jim McAteer; Camp 

President Mark Donohue and Life Member Bill 

Meiser.; On right is the bugler of Lebanon VFW 

Post 23 Honor Guard rendering honors by playing 

óTapsô; Below photo shows is an example of the 

shelters or mini-houses being built for homeless 

veterans. (Contributed photos) 
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Arizonaôs OôNeill Camp  

Holds First Headstone Dedication 
 

by Avery Frantz 

OôNeill Camp President 

 

The Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175 of Arizona was 

able to hold its first headstone dedication for a 

Spanish American War veteran on September 9, 2023. 

Seeing that nothing but a temporary marker was there 

the Camp ordered a military headstone for Mr. Ellis 

Barnes and then after placement the Settlers' 

Cemetery of Ash Fork, Arizona Association then put a 

flagstone marker to tell passersby the history. Ellis 

Barnes' cause of death was having been struck by a 

passenger train owned by the Santa Fe Railroad as he 

walked on the tracks in Ash Fork. 

 

Ellis was born in Barry County, Missouri. As a young 

child he helped on the farm and was a farm laborer 

himself when he was 20 years old. When he was 21, 

he enlisted serving in the Philippines. 3 years later of 

service he was discharged with his character having 

been noted as ñvery goodò. 

 

He later became a rocking chair maker and had a wife 

and 2 children. While a resident of Wolcott, Colorado 

he for some unknown reason was in Ash Fork for he 

was then struck down by a train and instantly killed on 

May 16th, 1924. 

 

Presiding Officer of the ceremony was Camp President 

Avery Frantz, Camp Chaplain and Acting Color Bearer 

was Jeffrey Steadman, and also present was Camp 

Senior Vice President David Williamson, Michelle 

Steadman "Guest", Jackson Steadman "Camp 

Member", and Verna Maleski the National President of 

the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 

Daughters of 98' member who read a poem during the 

ceremony. 
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FIRST MONUMENT DEDICATION ï Pictured at the monument dedication are Arizonaôs Buckey OôNeill 

Camp Chaplain Jeffrey Steadman, Senior Vice President David Williamson, Camp President Avery Frantz, 

Verna Maleski National President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and a Daughters of 

ô98 member and Jackson Steadman Camp member. 
 

 
TECHNOLOGY FACILITATES MEETINGS ï The Arizona based Buckey OôNeill Camp held its Charter 

meeting on October 29, 2023, using Zoom technology to maximize the participation of its members.  Pictured, 

at top, from left to right, are members Donald Hotchkiss, Avery Frantz and team at the physical meeting, and 

Todd Wilber; bottom row, from left to right are Dalton Hand with Chuck Hand, and Richard Morton. Zoom 

doubled participation from five members to ten. (OôNeill Camp Photo/Screenshot)  
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---Private Robert Gaskill--- 

Indigent Veteranôs Tombstone 

Dedicated in Arizona 
 

(Prescott, Arizona) ï The Buckey OôNeill Camp, Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans 

dedicated a new 

tombstone to a 

Spanish-American War 

veteran whose post-

war finances led to his 

interment in the 

Pauperôs Graves 

section of a local 

cemetery. 

 

According to the 

program, the Sons of 

Spanish American 

Veterans partnered 

with Yavapai Country 

in placing a Spanish 

American War 

headstone on Veteran 

Robert Gaskillôs grave 

at Citizens Cemetery, 

Prescott, AZ.  

Gaskill was buried at 

the cemetery some 118 

years ago. Over time, 

his headstone fell into 

disrepair. According to 

the OôNeill Camp 

program, ñIt is most fitting and long overdue that Robert Gaskillôs grave be adorned with a new 

veteran headstone which recognizes him for wartime service to his country.ò 

 

Robert Gaskill was born in Missouri in February 1872 At age twenty-six, he enlisted with the 7th 

U.S. Cavalry. On Apr 25, 1898, the United States declared war against Spain. Returning from the 

war Gaskill married Ida Leitz. In 1903, while living in Prescott, their son Conrad was born. A 

year later, Robert Gaskill passed away at the age of thirty-two, leaving Ida and son destitute. Due 

to their dire financial stance, Robert was buried in the Citizens Cemetery Indigent Section. 

 

ñPeace to the Ashes of Robert Gaskill, and Honor be to his Memory.ò 

HONORING ROBERT GASKILL ï Members of the Buckey OôNeill Camp 

Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans dedicated its second headstone to a 

forgotten veteran in the Prescott, Arizona Citizenôs Cemetery.  Pictured from 

left to right are, Jackson Steadman, David Williamson, Sr., Tom Prater, Jeffrey 

Steadman and Avery Frantz. (OôNeill Camp Photo) 
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OôNEILL CAMP SUPPORTS VETERANS DAY 
PARADE - Members of the Buckey OôNeill Camp No. 

175, Sons of Spanish American War Veterans of 

Arizona participated in the 2023 Veterans Day Parade 

of Prescott, Arizona with the Arizona Rough Riders 

Association. Three full members as well as two 

honorary members of the Camp participated. 

Pictured, from left to right, are Jackson Steadman, 

Anne Roper, Heather Buchanan, Rusty Buchanan, 

Kate Fenis, Avery Frantz, and David Williamson.  

Camp members included Steadman, Frantz and 

Williamson and Honorary members are Ms. Roper 

and Ms. Fenis. 

  

LT JAMES STEELE REMEMBERED - Arizona 

SSAWV member Daniel Griffin recently visited the 

final resting place of his great-grandfather Lieutenant 

James Steele who was considered one of the best 

practitioners in the U.S. Army Signal Corps.  In Cuba, 

Steele was subjected to a hail of bullets while 

operating in the balloon. He died of yellow fever there 

and is buried in California. Exploits of the Signal 

Corps in the War with Spain (1900) by Howard A. 

Giddings details Signal Corps operations in Cuba and 

is available on Internet Archive (archive.org). See p39. 

https://ssawv.org/


Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans  Volume 2023, No. 4 

28 
 

Visit our National SSAW website at: https://ssawv.org      

 

 
BUCKEY OôNEILL CAMP CHARTER MEETING ï The charter meeting of the Bucky OôNeill Camp in 

Arizona was a hybrid meeting with some folks in physical attendance while others attended by Zoom.  Among 

those officers able to pose for a photo at the Charter meeting are, from left to right, Jackson Steadman, 

Guide; Jeffrey Steadman, Chaplain & Color Bearer, Avery Frantz, President; David Williamson, Senior 

Vice-President and Tim Prater, Junior Vice President. (OôNeill Camp Photo) 

 

 

OôNeill Camp Sponsors Wreath for Nathan Cook 
The October 29, 2023, charter meeting of the Buckey OôNeill Camp #175 of the Sons of 

Spanish-American War Veterans resulted in all members swearing in and approval   of a Camp 

Constitution, Bylaws and Rules.  

 

Officers were also elected and installed. They include Avery Frantz, President and Treasurer; 

David Williamson, Senior Vice-President; Timothy Prater, Junior Vice-President; Jeffery 

Steadman, Chaplain; Dalton Hand, Sergeant at Arms; Jackson Steadman, Guide; James 

Struckmeyer, Richard Morton, Charles Hand, Trustees. They will hold quarterly meetings. 

 

The Camp voted to sponsor a wreath for Nathan Cook, the last Spanish-American War veteran to 

die.  A sum of $17 was authorized to the Thunderbird Chapter 2102, United Daughters of the 

Confederacy which is a Wreaths Across America sponsor for the National Memorial Cemetery in 

Arizona where Cooks is interred. 
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---Francis B. Eastman---4 

Traveled ó700 Milesô to make His Wedding 

 

 
4 Contri buted by SSAWV member David Eastman of Pawleys Island, South Carolina who is a grandson of 

Captain Eastman depicted in the 1914 photo.  David says the actual distance traveled by his grandfather was 

421 miles, not 700.  The article is from June 24, 1908, issue of the Wilmington, Delaware, News Journal. 

Francis B. Eastmanôs Service Snapshot - Francis Eastman 

spent five years campaigning in the Philippines with the 17th 

Infantry and later the 10th Infantry.  His medals, from left to 

right, the National Society Army of the Philippines 

organizational medal; the Philippine Campaign Medal and 

the Military Order of the Moro Wars organizational medal. In 

this period, certain patriotic organizational medals were 

allowed on Army uniforms. Eastman died at age 86 in 

Louisiana in 1964, a retired Colonel. He helped recovery 

operations in the San Francisco earthquake (1906) and taught 

at the University of Delaware from 1912-1914. He held a 

stateside assignment in World War I. 
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Cowboy Hero in the Philippines: 

Sgt. John Charles Chaloner 
 

By Jay Chaloner 

 

John Charles Chaloner was born in 1873 in Ennis, Montana where he spent his childhood. The 

family later moved to Dickinson, 

North Dakota where he spent his early 

adult years. In 1893, he was injured in 

a horse-riding accident and had to 

walk around in crutches. Later, he 

moved to White Cloud, Montana 

where he worked as a cowboy. In 

1897, he went back to Dickinson, 

North Dakota to visit his older brother 

William. 

 

 In April  1898, John was already an 

enlisted man in Company K of the 

North Dakota Regiment that was 

mobilized in Dickinson, North 

Dakota. A month later in May 1898, 

Company K rode on an evening train 

for Fargo, North Dakota to join other 

companies of the regiment for 

training. The 1st North Dakota 

Volunteer Infantry Regiment was 

mustered into the federal service at 

Fargo, North Dakota during the 

middle of May 1898. At the time of 

mustering in, the regiment consisted 

of twenty-seven officers and 658 

enlisted men. The regiment departed 

Fargo on May 26, bound for San 

Francisco, California, where it arrived 

four days later.  

On June 28, Company H boarded the 

transport ship INDIANA, and the 

remainder of the regiment boarded the transport ship, VALENCIA bound for Manila, in the 

Philippine Islands. After over a month at sea, stopping briefly at Hawaii, the regiment arrived in 

the Philippines on July 1898, and was assigned to General Arthur MacArthur's 1st Brigade of the 

2nd Division of the 8th Army Corps. After participating in the attack and capture of Manila on 

CHALONER IN THE SPANISH -AMERICAN WAR  
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August 13, the First North Dakota performed garrison and outpost duty at Malate. An Armistice 

was reached with Spain on August 12, the same day Manila fell since it is on the opposite side of 

the International date Line ending the fighting. The Spanish American War officially  ended on 

December 10, 1898, with the signing of the Treaty of Paris. 

 

The Philippine Insurrection  

The Philippine Insurrection broke out on February 4, 1899. After taking part in the actions 

around Manila on February 4 and 5, the regiment went on to fight in many skirmishes and battles 

including Paranque, San Pedro Road, Maibay, English Cemetery, Culi Culi, Kings Bluff, San 

Bartolome/Novaliches, Tabac/San Rafael, Titban, Bustos, San Isidro, San Fernando, Cabiao, 

Cainta, Taytay, Angona, and Morong.  

 

John is listed as having participated in 51 skirmishes during his service with the North Dakota 

volunteers. He planted the first American flag on a captured Spanish trench on August 13, 1898, 

and he also captured the revolutionary flag of General Antonio Luna in Calumpit as he was horse 

mounted and led the others in. John was also temporarily assigned to the Signal Corps during his 

stint with the North Dakota Infantry. His duties included being the horse mounted messenger of 

Major General Arthur Macarthur. This is in his war record.  

 

The regiment departed the Philippines on the transport U.S. Army Transport (USAT) GRANT on 

July 30, 1899, after being in the Philippines for almost exactly one year, arriving in San 

Francisco on August 29, 1899. The regiment was mustered out of service on September 25, 

1899, at Camp Presidio in San Francisco. At the time of mustering out, the regiment consisted of 

thirty-one officers, and 507 enlisted men. The regiment lost six enlisted men killed in action, and 

one man who later died of his wounds. In addition, nine men died from disease, one man 

drowned, and one man was killed in an accident. One officer was wounded in action as were 

thirteen enlisted men. Eighteen men were discharged on disability. The regiment suffered no 

desertions.  

 

Discharged and Joins 20th U.S. Infantry  

From San Francisco, John went by train to Montana to visit relatives. A few months later, he 

went to Dickinson, North Dakota in November 1899 to visit his brother and took a job running 

the George Clark South side Livery Stable. He also joined the Masons and was initiated into the 

mysteries of the Dickinson Camp of Woodmen in January 1900. 

 

A few months later, John went back to Montana to enlist in a regular U.S. Army unit, the 20th 

Infantry Regiment, Company C at Fort Keogh on March 14, 1900, in hopes that his new unit 

would be sent to China to participate in the Boxer Rebellion punitive actions. 

 

In June 1900 John Charles Chaloner was in Manila as a Private with Company C of the 20th 

Regiment. In early 1901, he saw off his friend, Ticko Bowman of Fargo, North Dakota who was 

discharged from the 36th infantry and going back to the States. 

 

John's first wife was Juanita, whom he married around 1900-1901. Juanita spoke several 

languages including French, German, Spanish, and a little Japanese. They had one daughter, 
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Louise. Unfortunately, Juanita passed away around 1901-1902 from the Cholera which he 

mentioned in his May 1902 letter. Their daughter Louise was put in the care of Juanita's mother 

who had planned to raise the child in Spain.  

 

More Combat in the Philippines 

In March 1901 John Chaloner was detailed with 25 men and two officers at Concepcion in 

Southern Ilocos to keep communication open between Salcedo and Anguiqui over the Tirad Pass 

that was earlier seized from the force of General Del Pilar. He mentioned that native scouts 

reported a force of 500 insurrectos near them but in his letter to a news editor, he was not 

worried because they had plenty of ammunition and he figured 10 men can hold the pass even 

against 1,000 insurrectos.  

 

In July 1901, he wrote that the Northern part 

of Luzon is now serene. He was the First 

Sergeant of a detachment in Vigan in Ilocos. 

He also said, his regiment was now ordered to 

Batangas and Laguna in southern Luzon to 

help in the Pacification of the area. He 

reported that all the natives in those provinces 

were ordered to live in garrisoned towns, all 

ports were closed, and all the priests 

imprisoned. 

 

In  2nd Infantry  Regiment 

In January 1902, he was temporarily 

transferred to the 26th Regiment expecting to 

be sent to Samar Island. Then in February 27, 

1902, now a Corporal, he was reassigned by 

Special Order 18 to the 2nd Infantry Regiment 

in Lucena, Tayabas province. From there, he 

was sent to Pitogo, also in Tayabas province 

where he commanded a detachment assigned 

to enforce the Cholera quarantine. He 

mentioned that one Filipino was shot in the 

leg in his district after he tried to break the 

quarantine.  

 

John got sick for 2 weeks in August 1902 

while staying at a hospital in Manila. Now a Sergeant with Company L of the 2nd regiment, he 

was sick again with the Asiatic Cholera along with 22 of his fellow soldiers for six days in 

November 1902. Only four of them survived. He was discharged from the 2nd Infantry, 

Company L on March 13, 1903, after expiration of his term of service with an excellent record. 

 

A few months later, in May 1903, the 2nd Regiment went back to the United States, and was 

stationed at Fort Logan in Colorado were the regiment engaged in peacetime training duties. 

JOHN CHALONER IN THE PHILIPPINES  
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Return to the Philippines 

John re-enlisted with the 2nd Regiment and was assigned this time with Company I in March 

1906. The regiment was stationed at Camp Stotsenburg in Pampanga, Unfortunately, John was 

taken ill  in March 14, 1906 and did not return to duty until April  3, 1906. The whole regiment 

departed for Zamboanga in September 1906.  

 

Company I was stationed at Fort Pilar in Zamboanga and was briefly transferred to Isabela, 

Basilan on January 1908 before returning a month later in February 1908. In March 1908, after a 

two-year tour of duty, the regiment departed Zamboanga for Manila and arrived in San Francisco 

on April  1908. The 3rd Battalion of the Regiment went to Fort Assiniboine, Montana, and the 

remainder of the Regiment to Fort Thomas, Kentucky. John also belonged to the Military  

Intelligence Department (M.I.D.) in the Philippine Islands. His commission was signed by the 

President of the United States, and by the Secretary of War. 

 

Civilian  Life  

John remained in the Philippines following his 1908 discharge as he soon became a road 

foreman in Misamis province, Northern Mindanao for the Bureau of Public Works. He was 

working closely with his friend, Roy Allen, the district Engineer, to help oversee the construction 

of schools, bridges and roads including the road to Bukidnon. 

 

Around 1915, he became Superintendent of the Diclom Ranch in Bukidnon which was a 

subsidiary of Agusan Coconut Company. This was the biggest ranch in the Philippines with 

6,000 cattle in 1920. It was previously managed by Kenneth Day, son-in-law of Dean Worcester, 

the Secretary of the Interior of the Philippine Islands. John wrote about his activities including 

entertaining top officials such as the Governor 

General who visited the ranch in 1919. 

 

Around 1924, he became Superintendent of K.D. 

Ranch in Libona, Bukidnon, which was initially  

owned by Kenneth Day. It was a ranch with 2,000 

cattle. In 1936, K.D. Ranch was incorporated with 

4 partners, Kenneth Day, Myron Brink (Manager 

of the Philippine Refining Company in Cebu), 

Joseph Alley (Grandmaster of a Mason lodge, and 

Manager of the Agusan Coconut Company) and 

John Charles Chaloner. 

 

Around 1939, the K.D. Ranch was offered for sale 

together with the Worcester Ranch (that was also in 

Bukidnon) to the Jews of America that had hoped 

to settle there their persecuted Jewish brethren in 

Germany, but the sale did not push through.  

 

When the Japanese invaded the Philippines, John 

Chaloner reported hid and helped organize a guerilla unit which helped collect intelligence for 

 JOHN CHALONER IN RETIREMENT  
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the United States Army.  Chaloner later filed war claims for his property losses during World 

War II  including 3 houses, 1,183 cattle, 64 horses, five buffalos, four carabaos, and 21 saddles 

which was awarded in the late 1950s. 

 

At some point K.D. Ranch became the sole ownership of John Charles Chaloner for at least three 

reasons. He was the one who applied for War Damage claims for the ranch as he repeated many 

times in his letters to his sister. Secondly, the war claims of Kenneth Day only listed their family 

ranch (Nellore Ranch) in Bukidnon, and third, 2 of the partners, Brink and Alley died shortly 

after Santo Tomas Concentration Camp was liberated.  

 

John Charles Chaloner passed away in 1953, and it was also around this time that the lease on 

the ranch land expired and was not renewed. However, John Charles Chaloner owned a separate 

ranch track nearby in Libona, Bukidnon which was divided among two of his Filipino in-laws. 

Half of the transferred ranch land of 228 hectares in Libona is still operating today. The other 

half of 240 hectares in Libona was overrun by squatters. 

 

During John's stay in Misamis province, he met his second wife Matilde Barroz Valdehueza. 

They had five daughters, namely: Adah Susan, Carrie Mary, Florence Dolores, Nena Ann, and 

Matilde Rafaela.  He lived with his family in Bukidnon, as well as in Cagayan de Oro in 

Mindanao island, southern Philippines where he died in 1953 and was buried.  His 2nd oldest 

daughter Carrie Mary Chaloner was a member of Daughters 98 at age 101. 

 

 
 

The John Charles Chaloner Family 
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