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In March 1942, United Spanish War Veterans, all former Macabebe and Philippine Scouts,
organized an antiJapanese Resistance groughis image of an unidentified Philigpine World
War |l veteran is published in recognition of their sacrifices over 80 years ago.

Int hi s 1 ssuee

- USWV Veterans in the Philippine Resistance in World War |l
- Major Henry Wessells: Veteran of Three Wars

- Honoring President McKinley
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From t he Nati onal Presi d

The year2025 marks th&0" anniversary
year of the end of World War lIn this issue
of The National Sornyou will find two
articlesrecognizing the World War II
contributions of SpanisAmerican War
veterans.

The lead article details a group of United
Spanish War Veterangho organized to
resist the Japanese occupation in the
Philippines. The second deals with Americe
wartime leaders who led the U.S. to victory
in that conflictY o u 6 | | be sur
you read!

Major Peter Belmontlas provided two s
more of his outstanding profiles on Spanish
American War veterans Yo u 6 | | read i nitalienrAmericanQagaindautB. c|l es a
Lino and Major Henry Wessellgho served in three wars.

O6Neill Camp President Avery Frantz has a mos
from being soldier to becoming an outlavery was also surprised with a special medal by his
Camp colleaguefor his workand this is also covered.

This issue also includgsamp news, coverage of Memorial Day activities smhe profiles of
historicwar memorialsBy the way, we have some positive news on work done by Avery Frantz
in helping to save a Spanigtmerican war memorial in North Carolina. That will be covered in
next quartero6s issue.

Annual dues ar e "avembers at datgecan bbwardahnual @éues0$15.00
to the Treasurer at the following address:

Kenneth D. Roach
44 Broadleaf Circle
Windsor, CT 060951633
Members of Camps must pay dues througkheir Camp Treasurer. Your dues support

projects in remembrance of the Spanish American War and that perpetuate the memory of our
veteran ancestors who fought and served their country

-Tim
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USWV GUERILLA BIRTHPLACE i This building or perhaps an apartment in the building at 3713 A

Mabini [Barangay 15 Poblacion] inCaloocanCity, now in the Manila 1413 National Capital Region, was the
birthplace of a guerilla movement organized and advi se:
Maccabe Scouts in service to the United States Army during the Philippine Insurrection @gle maps

photo)

United Spanish War Veterans in the
Philippine Resistance in World War |l

by Greg Eanes

OnDecember 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor followed quickly by attacks on Clark
Air Base and other U.S. installations in the Philippine Commonwealth, then a U.S. territory.
Japanese forces made their first landings at Luzon on December 10 dhe\l ere reinforced

by the Japanese #4Area Army on December 22 when it landed at Lingayen Gulf. Another
Japanese Division landed near Manila on Decembér 23

General Douglas MacArthur, seeing he could not fend off all threats simultaneously, decided to
pull back Philippine and American forces into the Bataan Peninsula for a more concentrated
defense. Delaying actions were fought but on December 26, hededlaredi | a an o6 open
that it would not be contested and destroyed.
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Old Soldiers

On March 20, 1942,
in a Manila suburb
called Caloocan City,
a handful of old
soldiers met quietly,
at the Mabini Street
home of Mr. Juan
Cunanon,
Commander the
General Frederick
Funston Camp No.
19, Department of the
Veteran Army of the
Philippines, United
Spanish War
Veterans (UWSV).

Also present was Mr. . : _
Magno de Luna, ’ 8- o T
Commander of Albert Easthagen Camp No. 21, USWV. With them were a few of their USWV
members. They were MACABEBE SCOUTS during the Insurrection

all veterans of the

Macabebe and Philippine Scouts that served in the U.S. Army during the Philippine Insurrection.
Though organized in 1899, the Scouts were not formalized until 1901. They knew how to
survive and fight in the jungles. They proved invaluable in capturingnafflo and ending the

war. They continued to protect the civilian population from bandit gandy ifollow-on

mopping up operations. And they played a role in the war with the Moros. More than 50
companies or just over 5,000 Scouts had been organized in support of Army operations during
the Insurrection.

I n 1942, they found a new mission: to or
Japs. o According to period documentatio
USWV camp members fiwebpethevptedgose[ ddior
efforts of Commander Luna and Commander Cunanan, they were able to have a members
64vetetans. 0
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These men organized -Amemseanved& WerttheWaSphnVes:

some were veterans from the First World War as well. The group officially became known in

American recor-AimeraiscdameWarSpdet srha rmeorgarizars k er 6
%

S
were all Filipinos. By World War 11, these e

1 Memo to the Veterans Administration, dated Manila, P.l., January 19, 1946, and signed by Magno de Lua
and Juan Cunanan, commanders of their respective camps. Contained in the National Archives (NARA)
Philippine Archives Collection, Papers of the Philippine Guerilla Recognition Program
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70s. They could not run as fast or shoot as straight perhaps, but the felt they could be of value as
organizers, facilitators and technical advisors in how to fight a war. They organized to collect
intelligence on the common enemy, provided
operational advice and some even directed limited
operations. Their network would eventually grow to
over 1,000 people with soldiers as yound.4years
of age.

Within a few months, they had contacted U.S.
authorized guerilla forces. They were attached to a
worked for Captain Joseph Barker, I, ay¥arold
West Point graduate who had served with tH& 26
Cavalry Regiment (Philippine Scouts) for two and
onehalf years before Pearl Harbor. He had grown t
know and love the Philippine people, learning the
language and taking part in the social life of Manila
When Bataan surrendered on April 9, Barker estap
to continue the struggle. He joined up with Lt. Col.
Claude A. Thorpe who had been ordered by
MacArthur to organize r
direction, Captain Barker commanded Huesst -
Central Luzon Guerilla Are@ECLGA) which was the|
Manila area. '

On November 19, 1942, their organization was e S W X
formally faccepted ané CAPTAINJOSEPHBARKER i " as USA
Luzon Guerilla Army Forces, East Central Luzon ArBirmingham, Alabama native and West

knownash Bar ker U rAmeriéan ans Werld Point graduate Joseph Barker earned the
War | Veterand Distinguished Service Cross, SilveStar and

Legion of Merit for his wartime activities in

. . the Philippines which were cut short when h
Unit Recognition was capturedin 1943by the Japanese
In late 1945, the war over, the U.S. Army in the Kempetai while disguised as a priest. He w.
Western Pacific, @ Operations, Guerilla Affairs UnitPayoneted to death and his remains have
conducted a series of investigations on individuals é1sue" Peen recovered. He was 28 years old
organizations seeking recognition as part of the Philippine Resistance. Official recognition
provided one with the ability to claim compensation and veteran benefits. Many of the guerilla
units were made up of elements of various military organizatioashat! retained old unit
designations. Once contact wa s stralig,thasblnitss hed wi
were incorporated under U.S. Army command and control. They were allocated Guerilla Areas
or designated areas for operations. In addition to these groups, local civilians and organizations
also took matters into their own handstoledtai sh fAi ndependent 3df irreg
1,172 groups evaluated by the U.S. Army, only 277 were given official status as part of the U.S.

2U.S. Army Forces Far East (USAFFE).
SNARA, Record Group 407, Recor dsuedl&Unit ReeognitidnFiles, 894t Gener a
1948.NARA Summary of Records. (https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1257644)
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Army Forces Far East (USAFFE) . Their manning included over 260,000 resistance fighters.
Postwar claims were made by 1,277,767 people claiming to have belonged to and supported the
Philippine resistance.

Among those groupsot
officially recognized were the
SpanishkAmerican War
Veterans, primarily because
they appear to have folded earl
in the war. They also failed to
meet several of the
requirements, specifically, a
requirement that the unit and/oif
its members have
documenttion certifying their
attachment to a U.S. Army unit|
especially so during the
liberation. Also, as guerillas,
that unit had to have constant
service in the field and have
been under fa
of recognized Army authorities
The fAadequate
provision was, according to
Maj or Magno De
main stumbling block that
barred the recognition of an
otherwise continuous guerilla
service. o

One of the challenges for the

USWV group was that both Lt.
OV NSRRI  WE WILL ALWAYS FIGHT FOR FREELOM!

were killed during the Japanese

‘6 Larry Qmdrican ldvblyement in the Filipino Resistance Movement on Mindanao During the
Japanese Occupation, 19445. Master of Military Art and Science Thesis. U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College (1982),p5.

5 Letter, Corporal Magno De Luna, U.S. Army (Retired) and Jua Cunanan, for the Albert Easthagen Camp
No. 21 and Gen. Frederick Funston Camp No. 18, Department of the Veteran Army of the Philippines,
USWYV to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, SCAP, Tokyo, Japan, dated April 29, 1948. This was a

direct appeal to MacArthur petitioning for a final dec]i
organized in the field.o MacArthurdés staff ofthepl i ed t h:
i ky!

|

Army, made by the Commanding General, Phil
i

ppine Ryu
command fihas consistently refrained from t e

rferingo
6

n
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occupatiofWhen t hat occurred, according to DelLuna,
assimilated in the field by other American and Filipino guerilla commands, thus virtually losing
06adequate control & by Col. Thor peodgheydastd Capt .

their unit identity. Some of the USWV guerillas ended up as the Port Battalfbmfantry
(ECLGA) in October 1942. On 11 March 1944 they became part of'thatalion of the
Buenavista Regiment, Bulacan Military Area (BMA).

As part of the BMA the battalion

(a) helped organize and train troops; (b) maintained intelligence and sabotage operations; (c) sent
men to Lt. Col. Bernard L. Andersonés headqua
helped in mopping up operations along the foothills of the &Madre Mountains in the towns

of San lldefenso, Angat, Norzagaray and San Rafael. They also provided supplies to guerilla

forces in the field.

In July 1943, some of the B1infantry fighters were drafted intothéha pt ai n Ander sono
of Victory Command, Southern Nueva ECIJA Sect
7,000 resistance members. He was later awarded the Distinguish Service Cross for his combat
leadership.

Records show many of the active younger men in the unit were incorporated from August to
October 1942 into the Snfantry, ELCGA. Four of them managed to recruit an additional 200
members. At least 50 men continued to work for the Intelligence Unit headquartered in Barrio
San Jose, Baliuag, Bulacan until January 1944 when it was relocated for security purposes. It
ceased operations in February 1945 when the Americans arrived.

This shifting around of personnel to various
organi zationdés official group recognition as
The Army failed to recognize the ECLGA affiliations of the USWYV diaedrganization under

their original name even though the units to which they were attached were recognized ECLGA
units.

As a result, the Army determined the unit Af a
guerilla recognition criterion us éMariea n t he ¢
Vall ejo, a National Archives researcher noted

had to be a fighting unit. They could not just be on the roster of a unit and then go home and wait

6 Thorpe and other America and Filipino leaders were betrayed in October 1942. After several weeks of

captivity and interrogation by the Japanese Kempiai, they were executed and buried in unmarked graves at

the Chinese cemetery in Manila. Captain Barker took command of the Luzon Guerilla forces when Thorpe

was captured. Barker6s ECLGA Wates Lt.tChl.gEdwis Ramseywtha nat ed t o
survived the war and eventually commanded 40,000 guerillaBarker was captured in Manila on January 14,

1943, while disguised as a Priest. He too was betrayed. Barker was bayoneted to death by the Kétrape

October or November 1943.

7 Letter, Colonel Alejo S. Santos, Infantry AP82 78 08), Commanding Officer Bul acar
Whom It May Concernd, dated 5 March 1948. This letter |
SpanishAmerican and World War | Veterans, ECLGA

8 Letter, HQs Philippines-Ryukyus Command to Mr. Magno de Luna, 19 April 1948.
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to be called back. They had to be together at camp, drilling, fighting and doing military

by

intelligence work.o

A r mylrivestigation
According to the Armyo
n

1945 investigation, i
confused. o USWVY Comma r de

s
de Luna made

Aitwo or three trips between Bulacan and Mani
encouragement. Francisco L. Cruz is at present represented as the overall commander of
approximately 1,000 men, most from San Rafael and Norzagaray, Bulacan. A man by

the name of Ptacio Bautista appears to the leader of the intelligence portion which
operated separately®from the men under Cruz.

Captain Barker had authorized A.T. Santos to organize Bulacan and Manila for the U.S. Army.
Santos designated Francisco L. Cruz as a Major in command of a battalion. Army investigators
reported, AThe battalion undeamofhsinzhe summeer at e d
of 1942 before the Japanese zonified San Rafael and persuaded the men to surrender their
weapons under the provision that they would be free to go home if they ceased guerilla activity.
For all practical purposes this battalionaeas t o e xi st €0

Cruz then joined a Japanese association fApurp
reform the old organization Aunder the direct
what was known as the TMO guerillas led by Patricio Dionisio. 944 1Cruz was with the anti

Japanese Bulacan Military Area authority and went to work for them. Under the BMA authority,
Cruzbés men worked as | aborers and messengers.

The report stated,

Al n small g r tans|pod ricé dne supphe® ta thedcombat troops in the

mountainside. Because they had surrendered their weapons in 1942 and had not been

active as an organization since that time it is evident that not much confidence in the

group was given by the stromgend more active groups. However, when the American

army came down the valley in 1945, these men salvaged almost 500 Jap and American

weapons, and they mobilized for training. Small groups were used as bridge guards

behind the lines and for maintainingitiorder. There was no formal attachment to

American Army wunits although ™any of them cc¢

°Tonette Orejas. O0Untold Stories .°eHilippélDaWWar Her oes Kept
Inquirer/Inquirer.Net, dated April 9, 2018. Accessed June 21, 2024.
(https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/981049/untoldstories-of-ph-war-heroeskept-in-us-archives#ixzz8dipS3rug

¥l nvestigation by Lieutenants Charles P. Middleton, Jr.
0Spani sh American War Vet er7al945. ReBoat wrktenron Décember 18,294%.0 on D
11 Investigation by Middleton and Tabora.

12 Investigation by Middleton and Tabora.
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The report noted a roster of 57 Sparmigherican and World War veterans, part of the
organizati on, Awho | ent mor al and financi al a
soldiers who were physically unable to offer effective resistafice.

The investigator wrote, AnAfter careful examin
of the officers and enlisted men, and after checking with various disinterested parties, Contact
Team OE6, recommends thatedhif®erunécobeihobnf a

Wartime Activities

The fight for formal organizational recognition, however, led to documentation of some of their
activities. For example, wheri'Lt. Nicolas Flores of the Philippine Scouts escaped from Bataan
in April 1942. He engaged on July 16, 1942, one Lt. Catalino de Luna, the son of Magno de

Lunda, Afounder of guerilla units in San Raf a
reportedlyin f or med t he nucl eus of a powerful spy rin
connecting | inko wi tderthe boenmadofLt.al.fFeamrcikscoly. Crezz i | | a
It was reported, AThe movement of Japs from M

relayed by informers or spies days or hours in advance, and as a result Commander Luna and
Col. Cruz were able to ambuscade Japs in the Bulacan highways.

Another man reportedly staged adéipanese plays to combat Japanese propaganda. The plays
were a form of basic communication to counter Japanese psychological operations.

Colonel Wistrimundo Gregorio, a USAFFE officer that escaped from Bataan and joined the
resistance in Manila, later becoming Chief of Staff of the Manila Military District, ECLGA
certified the Spanish mer i can & Worl d War | VaeDigrictans fAwas
ECLGAO and

Ahad been active in Manila and Bul acan al ong
(1) Intelligence, counteespionage and sabotage operations; (2) Psychological warfare
orcountepr opaganda; ( 3) comMmbat operations in B

They maintained a secret shortwave radio by dispersing the parts to various houses. When

needed, the owners of the pieces met at night
Il n May 1943, some of the organizationds membe
Val encia engaged the Japanese to convince fth
and not oO6guerillas6é thereby effecting their r

In September 1943, Lt. Valencia and colleague Buenaventura Monsayac learned the village of
Bustos would be raided by the Japanese from two directions. The Japanese were looking for
guerillas engaged in sabotage activities. The two men recruited someanttdeushed to Bustos

B nvestigation by Middleton and Tabora.
1 Investigation by Middleton and Tabora.
15 | etter, Subject: Certification, from Colonel Wistrimundo Gregorio, dated 6 March 1948.
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to warn the village of the impending raid.

All the men fled except one who refused 1 L R e R

A h ee d t h e war nin g - Smith & Wesson revolver Rifle, Winchester
1 15261 42, 334537

In January 1944 a similar event occurred| “5en e | e 322 gﬁﬁgi

Barrio Calantipay. The citizens were able| cerbine, vs

to leave before the Japanese arrived. 2 ég%;?gz S maee

4. iossae

In April 1944, the town of San Rafael waq “3% ", .06 L at

targeted by the Japanese. The same & oseeds 520 3ooerse

. R . . 9. 2003757 53. 429779

intelligence unit alerted the community, 10, 3174240 54

and their men dynamited a wooden bridg{ 1 i Rifle, Rook Iolnd

forcing the Japanese &bandon their Rifle, Springtield 105 g5 1caosl

vehicles on the way to town. By the time| 21 2250

they gotthere, the Japanese found the toy 15 Terier. i S

virtually deserted. 18, 132005 So.  irsissy
20. 1138981 oY

The intelligence operatives also closed a i iﬁﬁ% R

school to students before an Allied 55, 1478084 Gh bt

bombing. The school was also being use zZ %i;i‘éz o T

as a Japanese headquarters. The unit alg 5 136825 67 i;igglg

identified enemy troop concentrations for| — s..  sossss s  isisiie

U.S. forces and, when the war was over, 33. 194899 7! §§§§§57

they continud to help mop up Japanese 7 i 72, 1059006

6 S 75,

stragglers 25 re: éég;;i%

On August 10, 1945"3Lt. Ricardo Cruz iy, PR Saziioe, - apaass

and a seveman patrol had a meeting

engagement with 15 Japanese near (S6D.) ALBERT W, CHILDRESS, 7

Norzagaray, Ipe Area. The Japanese T

attacked immediately killing one man. Thg ( CERTIFLED TRUENCOPY ON FILE:)

Filipino guerillas counterattacked killing FRNICISCO L. ORVZ

the Japanese Major in command which le Woinitns Ot

to theother Japanese rapidly retreatifg.

. CAPTURED WEAPONS i Official report showing
On October 17, 1945, a founan guerilla  weapons captured by the USWV organization

patrol near Bugaan Hill encounteredtwo ( Bar ker 6s Unit) and tur
Japanese soldiers. Rather than surrender, u.c

two Japanese soldiers immediately attacked the Filipino patrol with hand grenades. It was
reported, fAThe patrol countered with?®a tommy

18 Report of Captain Ramon |. Permato, Assistant Chief &, in charge of Bulacan Intelligence Unit, USAFFE

Luzon Guerilla Forces, East Central Luzon Guerilla Area (ECLGA), SpanishkAmerican & World War |

Veterans No. 21, in the Bulaeah.dRegpB dateld @ctobelt)26,i1946., Manil a an:i
7 Report of Lt. Col. Francisco Cruz to 3429 Infantry, Black Hawk Division, dated 22 October 1945.

8 1bid, Cruz report, 22 October 1945.
10
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Many of their members
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(like other organized
guerilla organizations)
also mobilized to form a
Philippine Army unit and
trained for the invasion of
Japan. The atomic bombs
forced Japar
and eliminated the need t
invade. The Spanish
American Waweterans
unit, reconstituted for the
liberation and invasion

and was disbanded by the

TRUE COPY
Hanila, Pe Io
January 19, 1946

70 WEOM IT MAY CONCERN?

This is to certify that on March 20, 1942, and several
times thereafter, Mr. Magno de Luna, gommander of Albert pastBagen
Camp NO. 21 end Mr. Juan Qunanan, commander of gen., Frederick
Funston gamp No. 18 both of the Dept. Veteran army of the Philip-
pines, pnited spanish War Veterans had begen of hold ing conferences
at Mr. Jusn cunanants house, 371-3 A, Mabini, Ccaloocen, Rizal,
for the purpose of orgeanizing underground works against the enemy,
the JTeps, ;

211 of the vetersms known to them emd within their reached
members or none members into their respeetive Camps have been med
and were invited to join into the propose organization, that with
the efforts of commandier Tuna end Commander Cunananr, they were able
to have a membership of é4=-veterans whose name, dead end alive
are as follows:

U.S. Army as an
unrecognized unit on

EXTRACT OF LETTER CERTIFYING ORGANIZATION OF USWV
GUERILLA GROUP

December 5, 1945.

Appeal

Though rejected for official recognition, the USWV commanders appealed the decision twice
and even provided rosters of over 1,067 i
serviceb of 2Thedaluee ofthe drgawnization @ besecognized as part of the
organized fighting forces was a great disappointment. Unless recognized by membership in
another unit, they would not be credited with or able to obtain benefits of military service.

ndi v

Magno de Luna, commander of the Albert Easthagen Camp No. 21, USWV, wrote,

AOut of the original h e a d SpanishAngerican &a n d
World War | Veteransvho were mobilized for the underground from 20 March 1942,
only 193 officers and enlisted men were [recognized] in the [previously submitted]
roster as deserving guerillas. We excluded Spafimbrican War Veterans who served
as partime guerillas and are not after recognition of guerilla service, being contented
with their ack pensions. 0

headgq!

19 etter, Corporal Magno De Luna, U.S. Army (Retired) and Jua Cunanan, for the Albert Easthagen Camp

No. 21 and Gen. Frederick Funston Camp No. 18, Department of the Veteran Army of the Philippines,

USWYV to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, SCAP, Tokyo, Japan, dated April 29, 1948. This was a

direct appeal to MacArthur petitioning for a final de
organized in the field. o MacArt hurdés staff ofthepl i ed t
Army, made by the Commanding General, Philippine Ryuk
command fihas consistently refrained from interferingo
20| etter, Magno De Lua, Commander of Albert Easthagen Camp No. 21, USWV VAP PDD to Major

General George F. Moore, Commanding General, PhilippineRyukyus Command, dated 29 April 1948 with

courtesy copy to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, SCAP Tokyo, dpan. The consolidated roster

included casualties which were previously reported by Lt Col Francisco L. Cruz.

21 Letter, De Luna, 29 April 1948

C i
h
y

|
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OSpa-Amehi can

Agdipa, Estanislao

Organizing USWV Members of

Volume2025, No.1

Wa r Veterans
East Central Luzon Guerilla Area

Austria, Tomas

Mercado, Vicente

Baluyut, Leoncio

Meses, Melencio

Bautista, Feleciano

Mineses, Cayetano

Bautista, Gaudencio

Nagari, Santiago

Bautista, Valentin

Pabalate, Felipe

Bonifacio, Ciriaco

Publa, Modesto

Bonifacio, Juan

Quiambo, Agapito

Cano, Pedro

Quiambo,Asnastacio

Clemente, Gavino

Quimen, Cirilo

Cortes, Benito

Rada, Pedro

Cunanan, Higino

Ramos, Cornelio

Cunanan, Juan

Ramos, Fulgencio

Reyes, Ambrosio

de los Santos, Alberto

Reyes, Engracio

de los Santos, Damaso

Saez, Pedro

de Luna, Magno

Salonga, Bartolome

Domingon, Lorenzo

Salonga, Pio

Garcia, Juan

Suing, Prudencio

Guevara, Victor

Sunda, Gregorio

Gutierrez, Pelagio

Sunga, Feliciano

Lacap, Maximo

Sunga, Francisco

Lacnlale, Ciriaco

Symbol, Leoncio

Layung, Valeriano

Usi, Pedro

Lobo, Matias

Valencia, Gregorio

Manalese, Modesto

Vargas, Francisco

Manansala, Angel

Venosa, Mariano

Manansala, Marcelo

Viray, Alberto

Manansale, Basilio

Viray, Antonio

Manasala, Anastacio

Viray, Estanislao

Mendoza, Juan

Viray, Gavino

Mendoza, Rufino

Yumang, Alipio
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SpanishAmerican War
Veterans in World War Il

By Greg Eanes

The former Philippine Scouts the USWYV in Manila were not the onlyS. SpanishAmerican
War veterans to serve in World WarHFkom ordinary privates top military leadersa select number
of SpaniskAmerican War veterans were in the ranks of the U.S. Navy, Army and even the Army Air
Corps.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR ERA VETERANS - The United States top two military leaders in World War
Two, Army Chief of Staff George C. Marshall, Jr.was in the 3@" Infantry Regiment during the Philippine
Insurrection and Admiral William D. Leahy, the most senior officer during World War Il, who served on the
USS OREGONduring the battle of Santiago Bay and later saw service in China during the Boxer Rebellion
and the Philippine Insurrection.

Across the nation other veterans of the SpaAisterican War era stepped up to work for the
nationbés defense. As early as February

ANati onal defense duty. o Two Greve Rtreet, dnd dohni f i ed

Nel son, 67, of Clinton Pl ace. 0
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According to the article, the American Legion Post Commander where the registering was
occurring fihad intended to accept only veter
veterans were so insistent upé&n o6doing their

In Lexington (KY) Heraldeported on January 15, 1942, that a SpaAisierican War veteran
enlisted into the Army at the age of 66. |t
16 sergeants assigned to guard President Woodrow Wilson at the Paris peace conferéimee afte
first World War, reenlisted in the army today. Post officers said he was the oldest man sworn in
since the recruiting station here was opened. Cox is also a veteran of the -Bpaerisian

Wa r% 0

On January 18, it was reported in therpusChristi (TX) CallerTimesthat SpanisktAmerican

War veteran Joseph Taylor, T7Ta@ndiwpat dedmboe, e
the physical examination. o The recruiting of
which was age 50 at that tirie.

On February 22, it was reported in East Hempstead, New York that retired Army Master

Sergeant John Donlan, a grandfather, Atook hi
whistl ed happi |l yl taswahse rberpugeartedeteranfofliepredots
warso had at his request, been Ataken off the

He had 40 year service when he retired in 1938 and had previously served in the Army Air
Corps®

A few months |l ater in July, it dneaoldpevperted f
whose military service in times of emergency dates back to the Sgfemishican War, has
joined the Army Air Forces technical training command at Sheppard Field. He is private Harry

Rudol ph of Brookl yn, wh aurglewest aruoperatdon gneootrelega n 6 s
to qualify for enlistment and a ch&nce at spe
Additionallyymany of the Americads senior G@Gendral t ary | e

George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the Army in World War Il, was a veteran of the Philippine
Insurrection reporting there in 1902 after being commissioned a Second Lieutenant in February
1902. He served with the 8nfantry Regiment as a platoon and later company commander.

Fleet Admiral William Daniel Leahy, Chief of Staff to the Commander in Chief, graduated from
the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1897. He participated in the Spamishcan War,
the Philippine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion.

When the war with Spain broke ougahywas aboard the battlesHifsS OREGOMNNd
participated in th©REGONd s f ast transit from the west coas

4 IAmedr2 cSpna nWasrh Vet erans Enlisto.

anyar -Amedr2i,c anS pVdanri s\het er an Enlists at

8 January-Ame42caaSWamni ¥Yeteran Enli st

FebYeardD4 21, Wn6 4 Vet eran Enlists for Act

July 1943, 6Spanish War veteran enl.
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24 Corpus Christi (TX) CallefTimes 1
25The (Waterloo, lowa) Courier 2 2
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blockade. He was in command of the forward gun turret during the battle of Santiago Bay,
reportedly this only naval battle.

He was transferred in time to the USS CASTINE, a gunboat, serving in the Philippines in
November 1899. The CASTINE participated in the Boxer Rebellion in Shanghai with the
mission of guarding the city with other coalition forces. It served in China fait @aght months
before returning to the Philippines where the CASTINE supported Army operations at lloilo and
Marinduque.

It was during this period he earned command of the gunship USS MARIVELES and crew of 23
sailors. This was followed by command of the USS GLACIER, a supply ship. He returned to the
U.S. in late 1902. He held the Sampson Medal, the Spanish Campaign Medljlippine

Campaign Medal. His ship was not recognized for the China Relief Expeditionary Medal for
some reason.

4z
N

&
AT B,
‘-D_. a

Fleet Admiral Ernest King General of the Army Henry H. Arnold

Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Fleet Admiral Ernest King, while still a cadet at the Naval
Academy in 1898, was assigned to the cruise® SAN FRANCISCgatrolling the Florida
coast and off the coast of Cuba.

He graduated in June 1901 and was aboard the cruiS& CINCINNATIn the Pacific which

operated in Philippine waters. He held the Sampson Medal, the Spanish Campaign Medal and
the Philippine Campaign Medal.
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General Douglas MacArthur was also awarded the Philippine Campaign Medal. He was an
Engineer Of fi c & Battalion of®®GnEngineeys indhie Bhilippbes In October
1903. In November he was ambushed by two Filipino guerrillas while working near Guimaras
forcing him to shoot and kill both.

While not in the SpanisAmerican War era, General ofther my Henry OHapd Arno
the Philippines after commissioning in 1907. He was an infantry officer in thin2try,

leaving in 1909He was not awarded a Philippine Campaign medal, which was issued up to

1913, as he was not engaged in combat operations.

*k*k

THE DETROIT FREE PRESS: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4. 1903. 5

S\ U.3.GRANT, 3d,
son\oro!n:nn V.D-'ORANY.

N

N
LIEUTENANT JAMES LONGSTREET,
\ Y\ JUNIOR, 5 ~ \ \
SON OF THE FAMOUS CONFEDERATE GENERAL.

LIEUTENANT DOUGLAS MACARTHUR,
SON OF GENERAL ARTHUR MACARTHUR

YA

) |
LIEUTENANT THOMAS F. SCHLEY, |

SON OF ADMIRAL SCHLEY . \

FITZHUGH LEE JUNIOR. / "]/ TREDD.GRANT / / A
50N OF GENERAL FITZHUGH LEE. SOM OF U.S. GRANT. \

LIEUTENANT THOMAS E. SELFRIDCGE.
SON OF ADMIRAL SELFRIOGE

\ \ CAPTAIN JOSEPH WHEELER, JUNIOR
\  SON OF GENERAL JOSEPH WHEELER.

king Up the Profession of Arms,
\Which Their Fathers Won Renown,
are a Credit to the Service---
h and South Contribute to the
| of Honor, and Both Sections
ay be Proud of Their Patriotism.

ber 2 —(Spe- | @

0. The

LIEVTENANT JAMES MEHINLEY,
NEPHEW OF PRESIDENT MEKINLEY.

CADET SHERMAN MILES,
SON OF GENERAL MILES.
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Annual Dues Notice

Please note that we are on a fiscal year basis. Our fiscal year
runs from July 1 to June 3@ues become payable no later than
June 30th of each yeaMembers at Large can forwardannual
dues of $15.0@0 the Treasurer at the following address:

Kenneth D. Roach
44 Broadleaf Circle
Windsor, CT 060951633

Members of Camps must submit dues through the Camp
Treasurer. Your dues support projects in remembrance of the
Spanish American War and that perpetuate the memory of our
veteran ancestors who fought and semedl country.
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Captain Paul B. Lino

15T lllinois Cavalry Regiment and
2" [llinois Infantry Regiment, 18981899

By Maj. Peter L. Belmonte, USAF (Ret.)

When t he nat i ooniisswerladbilizedraad musgred intafederal service in the

spring of 1898, they came to their mobilization camps in varying states of readiness. Many units
showed up at one of the staging camps without adequate equipment, arms, or uniforms. Regular
Armyof fi cers often commented negatively on Nat.i
field. Of course, many National Guard units were strgined and equipped, and many state

volunteers, officers and men, had prior military or National Guard expezi This brief

biographical sketch illustrates one typical National Guard officer; it adds to our understanding of

the state troops who went to war in 1898.

Paul B. Lino was born on 29 May 1852 in Sicily, probably Palériis. parents were Rosario
Lino, also born in Sicily, and Michelina Lanza, born in Italy or possibly in Malta. Rosario came
to the United States with his family sometime in the 1850s. By the 1860s, Rosario and his son
Antonio (Anthony) were operating a ftind confectionary business, called Rosario Lino and
Company, on State Street in Chicago, lllinois.

By the 1870s, Paul Lino was a confectioner on South Halsted Street in Chicago. On 10 July

1874, Lino married Mary Biggio in Chicago. In subsequent years, Lino was involved with other
enterprises, including bei ng rnwhenéeenligtedinant eur .
Troop D, 1st lllinois Cavalry Regiment, lllinois National Guard, on 28 March 1881. He

reenlisted on 28 March 1886 and was promoted to commissary sergeant in May of that year. On

1 July 1886 Lino was appointed first lieutenant. Linswansferred to Company L, 2nd lllinois

Infantry Regiment, Illinois National Guard, on 14 March 1887. On 20 June of that year, Lino

was promoted to captain. During the 1890 targ
firmly in the middle of the packmong the regimental companies and field and staff. Lino

transferred back to the 1st lllinois Cavalry Regiment as captain in Troop A on 3 June 1891.

The coming of the Spanishmerican War meant the mobilization of most National Guard units,
and lIllinois began calling up troops on 26 April 1898, the day after the United States declared
war on Spain. The 1st lllinois Cavalry Regiment traveled with dtlwis units to the state

capital at Springfield. There, the regiment was mustered into federal service with fifty officers
and 974 enlisted men on 20 and 21 May. On 1 June, the regiment arrived at Chickamauga,
Georgia, one of the staging areasforRagul and vol unteer troops. The
service in Cuba or Puerto Rico were dashed, however, as they and other units remained in the
United States for the duration of hostilities. The regiment returned to Chicago on 27 August, and
they were giverhirty days furlough. The men were mustered out of federal service on 11
October 1898 with fifty officers and 1,158 enlisted men, the increase due to recruits arriving in
Chickamauga from Chicago during the summer. The regiment lost during service sixteen
enlisted men by disease, one man killed by accident, and six men déserted.
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On Right: Capt. Paul B. Lino, 1st Illinois
Cavalry Regiment, August 1898 (Bolton,
History of the Second Regiment lllinois
Volunteer Infantry, public domain).

Lino was mustered out with his
regiment on 11 October 189&\ot
content to let grass grow under his feg
Lino applied for a transfer to his old
unit. He was appointed the command{#
of Company A, 2nd lllinois Infantry :
Regiment, on 22 November 1898he
2nd lllinois Infantry Regiment had
made the journey to Springfield and
was then ordered to Tampa, Florida, tji ; s
take part in the invasion of Cuba. ‘
Orders were changed, however, and
the regiment was sent to Jacksonvill
Florida, to become part of theviamth |
Corps. After suffering through dreadfy
heat and attacks of typhoid that
claimed the lives of twentywo men of
the regiment, the 2nd lllinois Infantry
moved to Savannah, Georgia, on 25
October; it was there that Lino joined
the regiment and took commaat
Company A.

Company A had the reputation of being one of the-tekb&éd companies of the regiment. Lino
Abrought to the duties of his office a | arge
the effects of his administration becoming immediately appanethe improved discipline of

the company and t he abuATharagiment\was assignadaolthet vy o f
occupation forces in Cuba, and in ridécember Company A left Savannah aboard the

Michigan, a converted cattle boat. According touhé history:

fA vessel more absolutely unfit for the transportation of troops can hardly be imagined.
Filthy in the extreme, the sickening odors arising from the decks and hold rendered the
ship unsanitary to a degree, while the deck on which it was proposed to thetteops

was situated beneath that on which the mules and other animals were to be carried; and as
the decks were by no means water tight, the leakage ran through to the troop deck,
causing a state of things easier to imagine than to describe. Thewasse

superannuated cattle boat, and in no respect had it been rendered fit for the service it was
now to be engaged .
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Thus, we see that, even as late as December the War Department was still struggling with
problems incident to the safe transportation of troops to Cuba.

o
7]

Above: Company A, 2nd IlIllinois Infantry Regi ment; it
Capt. Lino assumed command of the company. He might be one of the officers in the front row. (Bolton,
History of the Second Regiment lllinois Volunteer Infantrpublic domain).

While in Cuba, Company A and the rest of the regiment performed police, patrol, and escort

duties. The regiment left Cuba in three detachments from 29 to 31 March 1899. After brief stops

in Tampa, Florida, the regiment was reunited at Augusta, GeorgiarlinApril. After the

regi ment6s return from Cuba, Lino wrote a | et
be mustered out in Chicago. The letter, written while Company A had a brief stopover in Tampa,
states:

fiThe experience of Company A does not differ much from the rest of the regiment. The
boys performed guard duty during the entire stay in Cuba. They are angthwodd, fine

set of fellows and | thoroughly enjoyed my command. We lost none of our company by
death. They are bringing back eighdgie men. | am in favor of mustering out in

Chicagod’

Despite Linods desires, the regiment was must
muster out, the regiment had fortight officers and 1,006 enlisted m&uring its year of
service, it had lost twerdiyvo men by disease and two men by deseftion.
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Of his service with the 2nd lllinois Infantry Regiment, the regimental history notes:

fiJolly and genial, with a pleasant word and a cheery smile for everyone, no more popular
officer could be found in the Seventh Army Corps; but so well does Captain Lino know
how to combine firmness with kindness that the discipline of his company has been
excelled by non&?®

After his return from Cuba and discharge from active service, Lino transferred back to the 1st

lllinois Cavalry Regiment. In 1899, the War Department created United States Volunteer

regiments. These units were recruited for duty in the Philippines, andRegular and National

Guard officers applied for a commission in one of the regiments. Lino applied for and received a
commission as a captain in Company B, 38th Infantry Regiment, United States Voltfhteers.
However, Li nods hope e dasheddeferalte departad the bnited®tatbsa t w
for the Philippines. In the Fall of 1899, while the regiment was in San Francisco, California,
preparing to deploy to the Philippines, General Rufus Shafter ordered Lino to appear before a

board of Regular Armofficers to inquire into his fitness to hold the rank of captain. After two

days of hearings, Lino was relieved from duty and discharged in November 1899. Friends of
Lino asserted that he was unfairly éanedgeted i

Wood, who was married to the daughter of an o
appoi nt e tLimd aepumea torChiaago and resumed his captaincy in the Troop B, 1st
Il linois Cavalry Regiment; nothing more is kn
command.

nnt.iino Pau]; B. : G *;:.‘;‘t?" v >“"‘a¢—.-;-'f (”_".A'.")'-.'A

Law:

ARMY INVALID. Lot of June 5, 1920

7 Coctificate No. ‘

1,187,965

Bervice:

; Capt, Co. A, 1st T1T, Cav. end Co, A, £nd I11, In®.

4 Disability :
Age ~
ISSUES.

#

Cuass,  |Rave, Date or CouseNcauaT. I Date Or CRRTIFICATE. Orans.  |Rave| Date or CommENCEMENT. Dare or CearivicaTe.

&4
Orig. |12 July 15, 1920 |usy 10, 1921
18| Wy —29, 192
24|ley 29 1925

30| May 29, 1928
e o fee

Trenstorred row Svery “Trastered 107
GRrRoUPr 1

4 5 viea: : l Turenu notified :

1 : ' _ ‘ v
I E Former Roll No. I Home : Y S <]

Paul Linobs Veterans Administration Pension Payment ca
posthumous payment to one of his children (Fold3.com).

Soon thereafter, Lino and his family moved to South Haven, Michigan, to engage in the
restaurant business. There, Lino continued his interest in military affairs. Before 1904 he was the
captain of a unit called the South Haven Rifles. From this unit, diganized a cavalry troop

which became Troop A, 1st Michigan Cavalry Regiment, part of the Michigan National Guard,
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in 1905 Throughout the next several years, Lino and his :
troop garnered public attention and enthusiasm by their dri
performances and ceremonies. A typical newspaper report
states: fAThe men have impr}|
appearance at Ludington, and the aigrevolutions of the
horsemen has elicited praise, even from the regular army
0 b s e r'¥Lmo and Tdoop A were the official escort of
President Theodore Roosevelt when he visited Lansing,
Michigan, in May 1907 His affiliation with the Micligan
National Guard continued until at least 1911. In 1916, Lino|
moved back to Chicago where he was possibly involved wi{ -

1ce the

the |1 linois National Guar of Lin

Administration records implies a discharge date of Decemt :

19171 f thatés the case, itéo hat Lin

National Guard unit was mobilized and mustered into feder ;

service for World War | in the spring or summer of 1917 an i

t hat Li nods dips cghar e in DPau'L'no’c'lsgg''_|ewearSthe was du
. . . . g ] Seventh Corps insignia on his hat

disability. In any evernin 120 Lino began drawing a (The Kalamazoo Gazettd6 June

disability pension based upon his military service. 1909, Newspapers.com).

Linobs |ife was tinged by sadness and | oss. H

Chicago in 1874, died on 1 December 1885. Lin
had married on 8 August 1888, died on 17 September 1902 in South Haven, Michigan. While
Angelinadés body Il ay in Linods residence prior
fire due to an arsonist. Lino attempted to reenter the house to rétrieee  wi f e6s body b
overcome by smoke and failed in the attefijhino had at least three children by his two wives.

Lino died on 14 January 1926 in Broadview, lllinois.

Notes:

1. All personal and military history information is taken from the following databases on Ancestry.com, unless otherwise sgied: U.S.,
Veterans Administration Master Index, 1911940 U.S., Adjutant General Military Records, 1631976 U.S., Civil War Pension Index:
General Index to Pension Files, 1861934 1900, 1870, 1880, 1910 United States Federal CenSiscago, lllinois, U.S., Voter Registration,
1892 U.S., City Directories, 1822995;Cook County, lllinois, U.S., Marriages Index, 1871924 lll inois, U.S., Deaths and Stillbirths Index,
19161947 and several public family trees. In a few cases, dates for the same event differ slightly among the applicable documehts; t
author has done his best to reconcile the conflicts. In no cases did the differing date impact overall historical accuracy.

2. Correspondencéelating to the War with SpainvVolume 1, (Washington, D.C.: Center of Military History, United States Army, 1993),
p. 590.

3. Fold3.com,US, Civil War Pensions Index, 1861900

4. Ibid. See also H. W. Bolton, Chaplain, editorHistory of the Second Regiment lllinois Volunteer Infantry from Organization to Muster
Out (Chicago: R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company, 1899), p. 244.

5. Bolton, p. 255.

6. Bolton, pp. 6667.

7. ANo L osses TherChidago MnbanalyAprih1890, via Newspapers.com.

8. Correspondence Relating to the War with SpaWolume 1, p. 589.

9. Bolton, p. 244.

10. AChi cago Men f or The @hicdkgo Tribumeg3g August CROP vieaNewspapeds.com.

11. ACapt. Li noTheéAGhikago TRriMe2 March 1991, via Newspapers.com.

12. iSound Taps fTheKaldmezacdGazettei 21188 B8uary 1926, hanshg $tdfealoumgl3yneAccept ed, ¢
1905, both via Newspapers.com.

13. fiLi f eThe KalanBaaomBazeitd2 August 1906, via Newspapers.com.

14. i No B a c Khe hansihg ®urre)81 May 1907, via Newspapers.com.

15. Paul B. Lino,U.S., Veterans Administration Master Index, 191B4Q Ancestry.com.

16. ATri es t o StaJeseph Bierfing Besr|d®. dodeph, BMichigan, 19 September 1902, via Newspapers.com.

22

Visit our National SSWVwebsite athttps://ssawv.org


https://ssawv.org/

Sons of SpanisAmerican War Veterans Volume2025, No.1

SpanishAmerican War Monument
In Acton, Massachusetts

Sumner Hunnewell shargxhotos of the Spanishmerican War Monument iActon,
Massachusetts. According to the Acton Historical Soéiety,

fiThis stone was erected in 1912
by the town of Acton.The town
report for the year ending 1
February 1913 showed payment
to Julian Tuttle for the foundatio
($15) and to D. C. Harris for the
monument stone ($200) here
were also expenses for the
dedication ceremony and
luncheon.

fiThe August 21, 191Zoncord
Enterprisereported the
installation of the red granite
stone on "the little triangular
piece of the common facing the
monument.”An October 16
article about the dedication
ceremony held on 12 October
1912 included a transcription of
the address given by Reverend R
P Wood. TheActon New®f
March 28,1913, reported that at
the monument's location (before
it was moved) "it will be
eventually shaded by a tree whic
was set in commemoration of the
treaty by which the Spanish
American war was brought to a
close.”

27 Spanish American War Monument- Acton Historical Society, See alsoThe Acton News28 March 1913,
page 4; "Lest We Forget," The Acton Citizen11 November 1994Concord Enterprise 16 October 1912, page
3; Acton Centre news,Concord Enterprise21 August 1912, page 10(The article mistakenly reported that
the names on the stone were of Civil War veteransSee alsoPresentation Proposal to Acton Historic District
Commission about Veterans Memorial and Relocation of Spanish American War Memariadated but
probably October 2011, includes pictures of the Spanish American War Memorial in its previous location
The historical society also owns photos of the memorial at its former site on Action Common.
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fiNote that William G. Rodway, an Acton resident who joined a Boston regiment and
died of disease while in service, was omitted from the listhi@plog postgives further
information about him Others who were considered "of this place” in 1898 were
"Aleck Losaw and a young man whose correct name is not learned, a farm hand at J.
Coffey's." Concord Enterprise3 November 1898, page 5yhe 22 December
1898Concord Enterpris¢page 8) described a reception for Acton's veterans of the war
and listed those presenin addition to names on the stone, the list included T.

Marion. Alec Losaw was present at the reception but was said to be from Baxboro.

— Y
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Buckey OONei I | Camg
and Dedicates Flag Memoirial

A ’«Jd‘ ¢ ‘ X‘d‘ NS
Figure 17 FLAGPOLE AND BASED WITH PLAQUE - Tanner Guskey and Doug Dinwiddie President of
Fort Bayard "Doug is the older one in Kakhi"
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On April 12, 2025, the Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 178Z, Sons of Spanish American War
Veterans, dedicated a restored United Spanish War Veterans flag base at Fort Bayard, New
Mexico, along with the Fort Bayard Historic Preservation Society.

Brother Tanner Guskey of
the Camp had the pleasure
of co-dedicating the
memorial along with
President Dinwiddie.
Brother Guskey discovereo
the empty base of the
flagpole in December of
2023 while volunteering
and stopped to read the
signagenear the polelater
in late 2024 Brother
Guskey volunteered to
search for Spanish
American War memorials
within New Mexico and
found that this
dilapidatedflagpole
seemed to be the only
artifact left by Spanish
American War Veterans in =
New Mexico. This tragedy |
was therbrought to the
President of the Buckey |
O'Neill Camp No. 175, and
on Jan 1, 2025, it was vote| -
upon to purchase a flagpold .
and plaque for the base, in
conjunctionif Fort Bayard
donated their labor and
flags for the pole. An agreemenas struck and the flagpole and plaque inscritred
Remembrance of the New Mexico United Spanish War Veterans, 2025, Buckey O'Neill Camp
No. 175, Sons of Spanighmerican War Veterans" was placed in the flagpole restdting

During the dedication Brother Guskey shared a speech speaking about the Sons of Spanish
American War Veterans, the importance of the Spafislerican War, and his portrayal of his
ancestor. Two dozen people attendeddtbe@icationjn which afterwards tours of the homes

were conducted along with provided confectionaries.

The dedication service was covered by bittle Silver City Daily Pres@New Fort Bayard
flagpolecelebratepast,renewedife - Silvercity Daily Pres3 and theGrant County BeafNew
flagpoleandflagsdedicatecht Fort Bayard041225.
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grantcountybeat.com%2Fnews%2Fnews-articles%2Fnew-flagpole-and-flags-dedicated-at-fort-bayard-041225&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc47a05e7495e4523452508dd7e44e93c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638805556770593450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WlqpiKKv54LC4aYz2mkBTKvx3MyYuDl4KxYGJDJ0n9M%3D&reserved=0
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Show the Flag!

The SSAWV offers several items appropriate for wear at meetings and special events such as Memorial
Day andVeterans Day. They also make great gift ideas for your loved ones seeking a gift for SSAWV

members on birthdays and Christmlad. i s a great way to O6Show the FI a
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Pricing:

$60.00Large Medal
$45.00Small Medal
$25.00Patch

Plus $5.50 Flat Rate Shipping

How to Place an Order
Contact our National Suppl ynailDf fi cer Charl e

atchuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.camd indicate the items you wish to purchase.
He will respond and calculate your shipping and handling charges, please add $5.50 for

shipping.
Our Supply Officer can be contacted at:
Charles AChucko Hand, Nati onal Supply C

116 Sage Canyon
Boerne, TX 78006

Email: chuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.com
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OO0 Nei | | Camp Supports

L VA

On April 25, 2025, in Bakersfield, California
presented a wreath in remembrance of the Union veterans and Mexican Americsetaisars
buried within the Grand Army of the Republic section of Historic Union Cemetery.

A memorial service and box
luncheon after was conductef
by the Ida Saxton Tent,
Daughters of Union Veterans|
of the Civil War, of

Bakersfield, California.

The SSAWV as a patriotic
organization as a whole
remembers all veterans,
including our Civil War
veterans. Most Spanish
American War veterans weref: .
the children of Civil War ‘
veterans and Civil War
veterans, both blue and gray,
served in the U.S. Army or
Nawy during the conflicts of
the SpanistAmerican War era.
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OO0ONel || Ca

President McKinley

The Buckey OO0 Ne-i;
AZ, Sons of Spanish American War
Veterans held a memorial service ar
presented a wreath in honor of
President William McKinley on
April 26, 2025, in Redlands,
California.

McKinley was known for saving the g
orange industry of the area with his
tariffs and after visiting Redlands he#
would be shot and killed 4 months &
later. A heartbroken town would late
erect this memorial, and Teddy
Roosevelt would unveil it in 1903.

Pictured is Camp President

Avery Frantzwearing his Camp
name tag presentg
wreath. .

Congress passed House Resolution‘*""% e >
233 with a vote of 311 to 6 on April - =
19,1898,declaring Cuba should be B ety .
freeAccording to the Hous eTheordsolulappocl i
people of the Island of Cuba are, and of right ought to be, free and indep@awoierit,
demanded that Spain withdraw immediately from Cuba while authorizing Pregiikaim

McKinely to employ U.S. military forces to achieve that ef.

e A

m

dttht i ves w

President McKinley signed the resolution on April 20. the Kingdom of Spain declared war on the

United States on April 24. Congress, in turn, declared war on Spain on April 25 with a
retroactive date of April 21, 1898.

2The House Recognition of Cuban Independence from Spain | US House of Representatives: History, Art

& Archives
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From Soldier to Outlaw
The Astonishing Tale of My OnelLegged Uncle

By Avery Frantz
Buckey OO6Neill Camp, SSAWV

Eugene Philmore "Phil* Rapier was a veteran of the Spanish
American War who later gained infamy as a sewptorious criminal
in the Arizona Territory. Born in Alabama, Rapier enlisted with
Company B of the 1st U.S. Territorial InfandryArizona's official
unit during the wad based out of Tucson. He served honorably a
was discharged in early 1899, having seen no combat during his
service.

As a young man, Rapier suffered a traumatic train accident, resuljg
in the loss of one of his legs. He used a prosthetic limb for the res
his life; a detail that would later play a unique role in one of his mq
infamous acts.

Following his discharge, Rapier struggled to adjust to civilian life
and soon turned to crime. His first offense was in August of 1900 -
with the theft of a horse owned Dr. McMillan's which was hitched to the front of his doctor's office in
Flagstaff. Upon reaching McMillan's Ranch Rapier then stole a saddle, until he was overtaken by
Sheriff JohnsonHewas held under a $500 bail. Despite this, Rapier was not held long but would
later hold a brief prison sentence in Florence, and later he was incarcerated at the notorious Yuma
Territorial Prison, known for its brutal conditions.

Rapier's most audacious crime occurred on August 26, 1906, while working as a clerk for the
Roosevelt Reclamation Service. That day, he stole 2,000 gardenment checks from a U.S.

official at the Roosevelt Dam. He then fled, forging checks and requesting postal money orders as he
moved across the Southw@sttopping in Roosevelt, Thatcher, El Paso, Tombstone, and Bisbee. He
reportedly stole thousands adllars in the process.

In El Paso, he allied with Mr. and Mrs. Lemon, two seasoned criminals who aided him in exchange
for a share of the profits. Eventually, U.S. Marshals tracked him to Bisbee, where they apprehended
him along with the Lemons after a mostimg pursuit.

In early 1907, Rapier was transferred to the Gila County Jail in Globe to testify against the Lemons.
While held in the jail's central holdirayea,nicknamed "the cagé"he attempted an escape by
sawing through the bars. The attempt failed when the hole he created was too small to crawl through.

During a subsequent search, jail guards ordered Rapier to remove his prosthetic leg. When he did, a
saw fell oud revealing how he had managed the escape attempt. Rapier claimed the saw had come
from Yuma, though officials suspected it had been smuggledhetjail while he was in Globe.
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His prison records also noted an "India Ink Mark" near his abdéraerearly mention of what
we now recognize as a tattoo.

After serving his sentence, which included 30 days in solitary confinement, Rapier attempted to
settle into a more stable life. By 1920, he was living in the GMlaeni area of Arizona,

residing with his brother and working with the Copper Company, tgdangof the booming

copper mining industry of Gila County.

By 1930, Rapier had relocated to lllinois, where records show he was employed in machinery
work. Eventually, Rapier moved agdirthis time to Montana, where he lived out his final years
and passed away.

MEMORIAL DAY IN ARIZONA -Br ot hers of the Buckey OO6Nei
175 marched in procession at the Citizenso
Memorial Day. Brothers, led in gear similar to the Rough Riders, were led by

military order by Camp Sr VP David Williamson. Junior Rough Rider Braxton

Porter holding the colors of the state then presented the flag to the local VFW to

be tethered to the pole. After speeches wedone,including Camp Jr VP Prater

reading the Gettysburg address, Brothers then fell in with the local VFW,

joining them in salute.Pictured, from left to right, Bro. Jackson Steadman,

Chaplain Jeffrey Steadman, President Averyrrantz, Sr VP David Williamson,

Braxton Porter, Sgt-at-Arms Brandon Porter. ( O6 Ne i | | Camp Phot o)
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SSAWV LEADERSHIP i National President Tim Mabee (left) visited the
Al exander Quinn Camp in Lebanon, Pennsyl vani
Quinn Camp members; Past National President Jim McAteerdenter,who is also

the Quinn Camp Secretary) and current National VicePresident Mark Donahue

(on right) who is also the Quinn CampPresident. PNP McAteer is a Vietham

veteran and 2025 marks the 50 anniversary of the end of the Vietnam Era. On

behalf of the national membership, the editorsays,0 Thank you f or your s
and OWelcome home!d to PNP McAt gq@umn and al |
Camp Photo)
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Pride in Membership!

The SSAWV offers several items appropriate for wear at meetings and special events such as Memorial
Day and Veterans Day. They also make greaidgtis for your loved ones seeking a gift for SSAWV
members on birthdays and Christmas.

How to Place an Order

Contact our National Sup¥
Hand by email
atchuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.cand indicate the
items you wish to purchase.

He will respond and calculate your shipping and
handling charges, please add $5.00 for shipping.

i cer Ch a

Our Supply Officer can be contacted at:

Charles fAiChucko Hand, Nat i
116 Sage Canyon
Boerne, TX 78006
Email: chuckhand.ssawv175@yahoo.com

Pricing:

$15.00Rosette
$20.00Neck Ribbon
$55.00Necktie
$5.50Flat Rate Shipping
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OO0ONeil Il Camp Command:
with Award from Membership

Figure 2 O'NEILL CAMP AWARD - Members of the Buckey O'Neill Camp surprised Camp President Avery
Frantz with a specially minted medal in recognition of his work advancing the goals and objectives of the Sons of
SpanishAmerican Veterans and the camp. Pictured, fra left to right, are Brandon Porter, Ryan Taylor, Avery
Frantz and David Williamson. (Contributed photo)

Buckey OO6Neill] Camp member
Brandon Porter, with the help o
fellow O 6 N e aniplmenibers
surprised Camp President
Avery Frantz with a specially
minted medal to recognize his
work over the past several

years.
Accor di nglbtooghtPjor t er , A

up the idea to the members of

Buckey OONeill}] camp to give

Avery, our camp president an
award for the great work his hag

done over the past few years.
The camp agreed it was a great idea, so | designeddatialtheCa pt ai n O6 Nei I | Awa

Merit. dt waspresented t&rantzin surprise ceremongn April 6,2025,at Dillions BBQ
Arrowhead in Glendale, Arizona
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