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The National Son

The newsletter of the Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans
Volume 2025 No. 3

Called Meeting!

The National Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans will meet on Saturday, November 15,
2025, at Comfort Suites, Downtown Carlisle, Pennsylvania at 10 am. See details in this issue.
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Among planned activities for the November 15 meeting is a visit to the U.S. Army Heritage and Education
Center.

NOTICE
NEW ADDRESS FOR TREASURER - Effective 1 October the new SSAWV
Treasurer is Mr. Donald LL Hotchkiss. Dues checks should be forwarded to
him at this address: 2524 Cove Road, Las Vegas, NV 89128-6850

Visit our National SSAWV website at: hitps.://ssawv.org
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From the National President...

Welcome and greetings to all!

This is my last message as the President as
we welcome Mark Donahue as the incoming
President. Plans are for a formal ‘change of
command’ on November 15 at the Comfort
Suite Downtown Carlisle, Pennsylvania. All
that can attend are encouraged to do so. .

We also need to inform our membership of
the illness of our stalwart and dedicated
Supply Officer Chuck Hand of Texas. Chuck
is suffering from leukemia and undergoing
treatments. I encourage all of you to take
time to send Chuck a card or note of
encouragement during this challenging time. His address is: Charles “Chuck” Hand, 116
Sage Canyon, Boerne, TX 78006. Let us keep him and his family in our deepest prayers.
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In this National Son, you will find plenty of good info including a special report by
O’Neill Camp President Avery Frantz whose efforts were responsible for acquiring a
USWYV Memorial from the City of Asheville, NC that had disassembled and removed
from the public park. Brother Frantz’s efforts led to his O’Neill Camp acquisition of the
memorial and transfer to a North Carolina organization that is reassembling it for
permanent preservation. See Avery’s report for greater details. The O’Neill Camp also
inducted ‘Real Son” William G. Peters. See details elsewhere in this issue.

Peter Belmonte continues to make some significant contributions giving us three soldier
profiles on men from the 1% U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, the 3" U.S. Cavalry and the 5% U.S.
Artillery, respectively. He’s also produced three book reviews of interest.

The Walter Scott Elliott Spanish-American War Diary is also published. It is reprinted

from the Daughter’s of 98 newsletter. He is the grandfather of D98 member Barbara
Elliott Osborne. We want to thank her and National President Pat McAteer for sharing.

-Cim

Visit our National SSAWV website at: hitps.://ssawv.org
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John H. Rice

I Lieutenant, 3" Cavalry Regiment

By Maj. Peter L. Belmonte, USAF (Ret.)

The haste and uncertainty involved with the departure of the Fifth Corps from Tampa, Florida,
on its expedition to Cuba has been very well documented by historians. Lack of preparation of
the United States government, confusion as to the location of the Spanish fleet, and a changing
mission, among other things, served to create an atmosphere of confusion and urgency. This,
coupled with a shortage of transport vessels, meant that when the Fifth Corps finally sailed from
the Port of Tampa on 14 June 1898 it had to leave behind many men and most of its horses.

Six cavalry regiments went to Cuba as part of the Cavalry Division of the Fifth Corps: 1st, 3rd,

6th, 9th, and 10th U.S. Cavalry Regiments, and the 1st United States Volunteer Cavalry
Regiment (the Rough Riders). The 2nd Cavalry Regiment, which retained its horses, served in
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the Fifth Corps apart from the Cavalry Division. Because of the above mentioned shortage of
transports, roughly one-third of each regiment, equal to about one squadron, remained behind in
Tampa. These men, of course, were bitterly disappointed to miss out on the campaign; instead,
they were relegated to drill new recruits, who continued to arrive through early July, and care for
the horses left behind. As disappointed as the men must have been, the officers probably keenly
felt the missed opportunity for leading men in battle and the concomitant glory and possibility of
promotion and career enhancement. One such officer was 1% Lieutenant John H. Rice, 3rd
Cavalry Regiment.

Early Years

John Hodgen Rice was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on 6 January 1870. Rice was admitted to the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York, on June 15, 1889. His status as a cadet and
future officer was threatened in 1892 when a medical exam revealed a disqualifying condition:

Special report of the Med. Bd. [Medical Board] dated Aug 17.92 reports him physically
unfit for military service by reason of color blindness, completely rod-blind. No change
to be made in his status, and he to be permitted to continue his studies.!

Despite his disqualifying color blindness, Rice continued at West Point and graduated on 12 June
1893. He was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 3rd Cavalry Regiment upon his
graduation.?

As a newly commissioned second lieutenant, Rice saw service with his regiment at Fort Riley,
Kansas, and at Pond Creek and Fort Reno, Oklahoma Territory (roughly the western half of
present day Oklahoma). In September 1894, Rice moved with his regiment to Fort Sheridan,
Illinois, and to Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont.

On 20 August 1895 Rice reported to the United States Military Academy at West Point, New
York. He served as Instructor of Mathematics there until 31 August 1897 when he reported for
duty with his regiment at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. From 19 November 1897 to 18 March
1898, Rice was reported “sick in quarters” due to a “disease contracted in line of duty.”

War with Spain

Soon thereafter, the United States declared war on Spain, and the President William McKinley
authorized the expansion of the Regular Army. Accordingly, Regular regiments were authorized
to send recruiters to locations of their choice and to recruit their regiments to an authorized
strength that, for cavalry regiments, expanded the number of troops from 10 to 12, each troop to
consist of approximately 100 men.

! Ancestry.com, U.S., Military and Naval Academies, Cadet Records and Applications, 1800-1908 |database on-
line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.

2 Unless otherwise noted, Rice’s military service history is taken from Ancestry.com, U.S., Select Military
Registers, 1862-1985 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013, and U.S.,
Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc,
2009.
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Rice was one of four officers of the 3rd Cavalry
Regiment detailed to recruiting duty. With his
headquarters in Chicago, Illinois, Rice succeeded in
enlisting 225 men from 12 May to 20 June 1898. All
but four of these men were recruited in Chicago. As
these recruits were dispatched to Jefferson Barracks
for initial training and equipping, Rice continued his
work in Chicago, and the 3rd Cavalry Regiment, by
now at Tampa, Florida, continued its work of drilling
and preparing for service in Cuba.’ Indeed, Rice and
the other three recruiting officers from the 3rd
Cavalry Regiment were still at their work when the
regiment sailed for Cuba on 14 June. Sometime in the
middle of June, Rice and the other recruiting officers
probably joined the portion of the regiment that had
been left behind in Tampa: Troops A, D, L, and M.

At Tampa, Rice was assigned to duty with Troop M.
In addition, he had the responsibility of commanding
the detachment consisting of the men from Troops B,
C,E,F, G, H, I, and K who had been left behind
when their troops shipped to Cuba, as well as the
recruits who had been assigned to those troops and
who arrived too late to ship out.

In all, there appears to have been 672 men of the 3rd
Cavalry Regiment present for duty at Tampa at the
beginning of August 1898.* These men left Tampa on
1 August, bound for Fernandina, Florida. Their stay
was brief; one week later the regiment departed
Fernandina, bound for Montauk Point, Long Island,
New York, to meet their fellow cavalrymen who were

entire 3rd Cavalry Regiment moved to Fort Ethan
Allen.

Ordnance Corps

In November 1898, Rice left the 3rd Cavalry Regiment
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NEW RECRUIT - Descriptive and
returning from combat duty in Cuba. In September, the Assignment Card for the author’s
distant cousin, Pasquale Bisceglia,
Troop C, 3rd Cavalry Regiment,
showing 2Lt. John H. Rice as recruiting
officer (NARA).

behind as he sought, and obtained, a transfer to the Ordnance Department; he was promoted to
first lieutenant on 21 November. He then served at Watervliet Arsenal, New York until June
1899 when he was transferred to Sandy Hook Proving Ground in New Jersey. He served there

3 See Ancestry.com, U.S., Army, Register of Enlistments, 1798-1914 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. Results tabulated by the author.
4 See Ancestry.com, U.S., Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA:

Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2009.
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until 1901 when he got his first taste of foreign service. Rice was assigned to the Ordnance
Department at Manila, Philippine Islands, arriving there on 29 June 1901. He was promoted to
captain on 5 April 1903. Rice served with the Ordnance Department at Manila until he boarded
the U.S. Army Transport Sherman, enroute for San Francisco, California, and a new assignment,
on 20 August 1903.

In subsequent years, Rice served at Springfield Arsenal, Massachusetts, in addition to return
postings at Sandy Hook and Fort Riley. He was promoted to major on 10 October 1907 and to
lieutenant colonel on 1 July 1916.

World War I

During World War I, Rice rose to the rank of brigadier general and earned the Distinguished
Service Medal for his work as Chief of the Engineering Division, Office of the Chief of
Ordnance, and as Chief Ordnance Officer, American Expeditionary Forces, during World War L.
His citation reads:

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July
9, 1918, takes pleasure in presenting the Army Distinguished Service Medal to
Brigadier General John Hodgen Rice, United States Army, for exceptionally
meritorious and distinguished services to the Government of the United States, in a
duty of great responsibility during World War 1. As Chief of the Engineering
Division of the Office of the Chief of Ordnance, General Rice performed with
peculiar ability his arduous duties in connection with the design and development of
all articles of ordnance supplied to the United States Army. Later, as Chief Ordnance
Officer, American Expeditionary Forces, he was charged with the procurement and
supply of all ordnance to our forces in France, which duties he performed with
exceptional success, displaying untiring energy and zeal. He handled perplexing
problems of supply with sound judgment, achieving most valuable results.’

Rice retired at his own request on 1 July 1921. After his retirement, Rice became involved in
various business interests; at one time, he was vice president of the American Machine and
Foundry Company.

He died in Pelham Manor, New York, on 8 January 1904. Rice is buried at the Arlington
National Cemetery.® Rice’s military history is indicative of the United States military from 1890
to 1920, a time of reform and growth. He is one of many junior officers who served during the
Spanish-American War and who later had great impact on the American Army of during World
War L.

Author’s note: This article is meant to be a brief military biography of an officer who served during the Spanish-
American War, thus, it focuses on his military assignments and duties at the expense of other important aspects of
his life such as family and business interests. It is the author’s hope that this brief military biography will broaden
our understanding of the men who ushered in America’s increasing world influence.

5 Military Times Hall of Valor, https://valor.militarytimes.com/recipient/recipient-18085/.
¢ Ancestry.com, U.S., Find a Grave® Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2012. See also Rice’s obituary, The Indianapolis Star, 9 January 1940, Newspapers.com
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‘BUFFALO SOLDIERS’
Pictured are members of the U.S. 10th Cavalry in Cuba. Among the primary source documents of their
service is an After-Action Report of their combat action at San Juan Heights published below

Buffalo Soldiers at San Juan Heights

After-Action Report (Excerpt)
1%t Squadron, 10" Cavalry

Before Santiago de Cuba, July 5, 1898.
Adjutant, Tenth United States Cavalry

SIR: The following is a report of the part taken by the First Squadron of the Tenth Cavalry,
consisting of Troops A, B, E, and I, in action with the Spaniards on the 1st, 2d, and 3d instants:

On the evening of June 30 the regiment, as part of the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, took
position on the extreme left of the line, about 5 miles from Santiago.

On the morning of the 1st, after an artillery duel of short duration between Grimes's battery and
the artillery of the enemy, the regiment moved forward toward the town to the crossing of the

Visit our National SSAWV website at: hitps.://ssawv.org
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San Juan River, when it immediately
became engaged. The regiment took
position in a wood, and here suffered
considerable loss, due to the fact that
the whole of the enemy's fire appeared
to

be directed to this point. In a short time,
we moved out of the wood by the right
flank and then deployed to the left,
being then directly in front of the enemy
and about 1 mile distant from his works,
marked by three houses about half a
mile from one another. The enemy were
strongly intrenched in front of these
houses. The line, consisting of the
Cavalry Division, under direction of
Brigadier-General Sumner, moved
forward in double time, under a terrific
fire of the enemy. We had a very heavy
jungle to march through, besides the
river (San Juan) to cross, and during our
progress many men were killed and
wounded. The troops became separated
from one another, though the general
line was pretty well preserved. The works of the enemy were carried in succession by the troops,
and the Spaniards were steadily driven back toward the town to their last ditches. We now found
ourselves about half a mile from the city, but the troops being by this time nearly exhausted, here
intrenched themselves for the night under a heavy fire. By dark this line was occupied by all the
troops engaged during the day.

July 2 we changed our position to about 600 yards to the right and were under a heavy fire
during the whole day until dark, when we were again changed to about half a mile to the right
and a little nearer to the works of the enemy.

July 3 and until noon we were engaged with the enemy. At noon firing was suspended on both
sides by reason of a flag of truce being sent forward, presumably to give notice of the
bombardment of the city.

The conduct of the officers and enlisted men of my squadron was simply superb.

Respectfully submitted.

S. T.NORVELL,
Major, Tenth Cavalry, Commanding First Squadron.
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The Engineer in the Moro Campaign

By an Enlisted Man in the Lake Lanao Expedition
(Engineering Magazine, Nov. 1902. Vol. 24, Issue 2, pp259-262)

We have often urged that the engineer is the one most vitally interested in the results of the opening of new
countries. The following short sketch from a participant in the current Moro campaign illustrates the fact
that the engineer is also a most active participant in the acts of opening.—The Editors.

ACCOUNTS of experiences of the engineering corps in modern campaigning have been written
and re-written relative to the South African war, the Spanish-American war, and the war with the
Filipino. But the trials, the achievements, and the general accountings of the engineers in this
Moro war appear to me to be quite different from any other experiences. I served with the
engineers in Cuba and with the engineers in Luzon but never encountered tribulations such as
these in this Moro campaign. The engineering corps of the army is, of course, one of the
important branches so far as the progress of a column of troops in this kind of a country is
concerned.

Since the beginning of operations in these southern islands, the United States have attempted to
open up the rich island of Mindanao, knowing well the value of the timber lands, the products of
rubber trees, and the mineral resources existing in the undeveloped interior.

Detachments of soldiers were sent out toward what is known as the lake country, where for
generations the Moro tribes have been invincible. Spanish troops were never able to penetrate

g

Moro Mosque - Lake Lanao Mind.
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into the lake sections and remain. They were always driven back with heavy losses by the unruly
tribes of Moro fanatics, whose solemn oath is to kill all intruders, believing that if they lose their
lives in the attempt, their souls will find peace in the Moro heaven. Detachments of American
soldiers were often fired into when they were peacefully surveying the trails and locating
positions for stockades or bridge work. On one occasion a cavalry detachment was attacked, one
soldier killed, and seventeen horses captured by the yelling, fighting natives. Numerous

sentries guarding government properties were also shot or cut down in the darkness. Therefore,
about April 15 of this year it was decided to delay no longer, but to enter the lake regions with a
strong force and open the country. The engineers headed the column.

I can give you some idea of the engineering work in the Mindanao expedition by describing the
progress of the column to the lakes from Malabang. We had artillery on pack mules, and several
pack trains to carry rations and supplies for the troops. We had to go ahead of these trains and cut
away the passages. The old trails of the natives were very narrow, and had been washed out to
considerable depth, so that if riding in the saddle one had oftentimes either to dismount,

or to throw his feet over the horse’s neck, to clear the passage. Mud was very deep everywhere.
It was climb, push, and hard work for man and beast. The pack mules often caught their packs
and had to be unloaded and re-packed. The engineering department went to work with a will, and
with the help of several hundred friendly natives employed at fifty cents per day, and four or five
hundred soldiers detailed to fell wood for corduroying the trails, the trails were put into

such condition that it was possible to reach the lakes. It was about the latter part of April that we
arrived at the lakes.

But the engineer in the campaign of this sort has something more to do than to build trails or
erect bridges of lumber cut by the natives (and without nails or metal work of any kind
available). He can turn his hand to putting the tentage and general camp into shape for
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the troops ; he can secure gangs of hired natives and details of soldiers with which he soon
ditches the camp for drainage, locates the water supply, and arranges for the putting in of a line
of bamboo pipes to carry water to various points in the camps; he erects the hospital

of bamboo and nipa, cuts a repository in the ground to bury the dynamite, puts up the
commissary and quartermaster’s shacks for temporary storage of supplies, and by the time the
camp is ready to move on to the next position, he has the trails opened up some miles in advance.
In fact, it is steady work for the engineers through it all.

Our engineer officers customarily went in advance of the head of the column daily, to make
inspection for water, good camping positions, easy trails, and the like, often going with but small
guard, thereby taking their lives into their hands almost daily. The ground is full of pitfalls about
the lakes, and many a horse and man has fallen into these places. The camping ground must not
only be near water, but it must have natural protection. Usually we look for an elevated

position, controlling the country about, and then endeavor to find water near it.

This is an odd country, and many of the fixed rules of engineering in the field have to be altered.
In this region the head man is the sultan, who govern a district. Under him are dozens of dattos,
and each datto rules from fifty to several hundred people. Each datto has his fort or fortified
stockade, made in strength according to his power and importance. The sultan’s fort is always
the largest and best equipped. In our advance during the months of April and part of May of this
year, the column encountered very many of these forts, made of bamboo, stone, earth, and other
crude material, but exceedingly strong. In a few cases these forts were either deserted or flew the
white flag and were not molested. All the others flew the red flag of war and death, and opened
fire on us. In most instances these forts were easily conquered, and after the Moros were driven
off, the engineering corps would blow up the fort, or one end of it, with dynamite, making a
grand exhibition of loose earth, stone, and wood in the air. Pandapatan was our worst fort. We
attacked May 2, and before the fight ended one officer and eight enlisted men on our side were
shot and killed and four officers and about fifty enlisted men wounded. We could not get into
this fort. We planned to blow up one end of the fort during that terrible night, when we lay in the
tall wet grass in rifle pits about thirty yards from the fort, and the natives firing into us all the
time. We also made scaling ladders of bamboo. We were short of dynamite, but during the next
day more came up. However, the natives surrendered on the morning of May 3 and the fight
ended.

The engineering corps in the Moro campaign roughs it with the others and there is no “kicking.”
We carry what we can on our saddles and let it go at that. This means only a shelter half for
tentage, and straight rations of food. We get wet in the morning and wet at night, and for thirty
days and thirty nights [ have been wet constantly, yet not a cold, or illness of any sort, for the
climate is mild and even and one can drop down and sleep in wet clothes in safety.

Although engineers, we must soldier. We must be armed and when attacks come use our
weapons. Engineers are not supposed to be aggressive. They are supposed to keep on with their
work until! -molested, and then it is time to make fight.

-end-
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Prayers for Our SSAWV/D98 Families

Please keep Chuck Hand and his family, as well as other SSAWV/D98 members facing health
challenges, in your daily prayers.

Cards and letters can be sent to Chuck at: Charles “Chuck” Hand, 116 Sage Canyon, Boerne, TX
78006.
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Book Reviews

Book Review by Peter L. Belmonte
Bernstein, Matthew. Team of Giants: The Making of the Spanish-American War. Norman, OK:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2024. Hardcover, illus., 308pp.

The history of the Spanish-American War is thick with big
personalities and influential people. In Team of Giants: The
Making of the Spanish-American War, Matthew Bernstein, a
high school and college English teacher, recounts the
histories of five such men: Theodore Roosevelt, William
Randolph Hearst, Joseph Wheeler, Richard Harding Davis,
and Stephen Crane.

Bernstein uses primary and secondary sources, including, of
course, a plethora of contemporary newspapers and the
standard biographies, to give us a converging story of how
these five men influenced the United States in its road to war.

Bernstein weaves coverage of each man as the nation B : .
approached the war in 1898. He shows how each man in his THE MAKING OFJHE‘ PANISH-AMERICAN WAR
own way, and in his own sphere of influence, orchestrated
their affairs to be in a position to advocate for the war and, in
their own way, to participate in the war. The author carefully
outlines how each man approached their problems and devised solutions that furthered their own
interests while promoting national honor. Thus, we read about the progress of Davis from
neophyte reporter to well-acclaimed war correspondent. Crane, likewise, is shown to be a
dissolute man who overcame obstacles and achieved fame as an author and reporter. Wheeler
overcame political challenges and sought to unify North and South; he succeeded as a battlefield
commander. The stories of Roosevelt and Hearst are well known; Bernstein’s treatment of them
shows readers how they, too, worked the system to promote what they felt to be national duty.

The author’s Epilog summarizes his view of the roles of each man. For example, in Hearst’s
case, Bernstein correctly believes that the newspaperman didn’t single-handedly lead America
into war. Still, “of all the American editors covering the conflict, Hearst displayed the most nerve
and certainly did more than any other editor to ignite the war” (p. 239).

The value of this book lies in its synthesization of the lives of the five men. None of the men, of
course, worked in a vacuum or alone; each was influenced by other people and events and, in
turn, influenced events themselves. The approach to and conduct of the war saw many strong
personalities emerge, and one might have selected five other people and examined their strong
influence on events, for that matter. The book is well documented, and Bernstein’s bibliography
runs to almost eight pages. Six portraits and illustrations enhance the text. Team of Giants is
recommended to anyone interested in the lives of Gilded Age men of influence and to those
interested in the history of journalism.
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Book Review by Peter L. Belmonte
Meredith, Suzanne. Destiny Speaks: The Spanish American War and Philippine Insurrection,
1898-1901. Berwyn Heights, MD: Heritage Books, 2024. Softcover, illus., 287pp.

Suzanne Meredith has compiled letters from soldiers and sailors who served during the Spanish-
American War and part of the Philippine War. She

has also included brief newspaper accounts, D EST I NY SPE A|<S

perhaps more accurately termed snippets, of
various aspects of the military and the wars.

The letters are important because the soldiers
discuss service in a wide variety of places
including many stateside camps and overseas. The
men discuss a variety of issues including medical
care, food, duties, etc. There are a few letters
written by women who were tending to sick men.
The men who wrote the letters served in Regular
Army and state volunteer units.

i
l
|
I
I
|

The Spanish American War
and

Unfortunately, this book needs better editing. Philippine Insurrection

There appears to be only the loosest of 1898—1901
organization in the presentation of the letters and
articles. Several times a series of letters from the
same man are presented out of chronological
order, skipping between 1898 and 1899 at random.

Suzanne Meredith

Readers might find the overuse of CAPS, boldface, and ellipses, and the mixture of font styles,
font sizes, and typefaces, sometimes within the same sentence, to be distracting and annoying.
The text is arranged sometimes in a left-justified format and sometimes in a block style format.
The placement and captioning of illustrations is also inconsistent. While the editor states that she
has kept spelling in the original documents, there are obvious editorial misspellings throughout
the book; often men’s names are spelled inconsistently among several letters.

The editor includes a brief, confusingly presented “Acknowledgements” section that fails to shed
light on where these letters were found and transcribed. Many of the newspaper accounts
included are presented out of context and without a cited source. The book includes dozens of
fine, interesting photographs of men, artifacts, and documents, however most of the photographs
are not credited as to source.

Despite editorial shortcomings, Meredith has done a service in preserving these accounts that
give us a glimpse of what these men experienced during the war. It is recommended for anyone
interested in reading such accounts.

Book Review by Peter L. Belmonte

Herder, Brian Lane. Manila Bay 1898: Dawn of an American Empire. Oxford, UK: Osprey,
2025. Mlustrated by Edouard A. Groult. Softcover, maps, illus., 96pp.
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Book Review by Peter L. Belmonte
Herder, Brian Lane. Manila Bay 1898: Dawn of an American Empire. Oxford, UK: Osprey,
2025. Illustrated by Edouard A. Groult. Softcover, maps, illus., 96pp.

Brian Lane Herder’s Manila Bay 1898: Dawn of an American Empire tells the story of not only
the naval battle but also of the
entire Manila campaign during the
Spanish-American War. Herder,
who has several books on similar
topics to his credit, begins by :
discussing the background to the M ANIL A B AY 1 8 9 8
war; he covers Spain’s history in
the Philippines as well as Dawn of an American Empire
American influence in Hawaii and
other places in the Pacific Ocean.
Herder then discusses the opposing
commanders, the opposing forces,
and their respective plans. In this
regard, Herder covers the Filipino
leaders and forces equally; he does
ample justice to Emilio Aguinaldo
and his leadership of the Filipino
revolutionary movement.

The author covers the Battle of
Manila Bay in sufficient detail and
in an orderly manner that allows
readers to understand the progress
of the battle. The same can be said
for Herder’s treatment of the

period between the naval battle BRIAN LANE HERDER ILLUSTRATED BY EDOUARD A. GROULT
and the commencement of ground

combat. His coverage of the ground combat, including the lesser known fighting before the
assault on Manila, is equally clear. Herder also provides an order of battle for Spanish and
American naval and ground forces engaged in the campaign. He concludes with a typical
“aftermath” summary and a brief discussion of the battlefield as it is today.

While readers who are very familiar with the campaign might not find a lot of new material here,
the book is still quite valuable as an overview and quick reference. Herder’s discussion of
Hawaii and its relation to the war provides some historical context that is missing from many
histories of the war. Manila Bay 1898: Dawn of an American Empire follows the typical Osprey
format; there are several helpful maps and many fine illustrations, including original artwork by
Edouard A. Groult. This book is highly recommended as a concise introduction to the Manila
campaign.
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MONUMENT REPAIR FUNDING -- The SSAWYV Council of Administration voted
unanimously on June 16, 2025, to authorize the distribution of $700 for the North Carolina based
Commemorating Honor, Inc. Veterans Park. Of that amount, $500 will be used to repair the
North Carolina Spanish-American War memorial recently acquired through the efforts of Avery
Frantz. The monument was damaged by the City of Asheville when it was dismantled. Part of the
deal in acquiring the monument was that they are not to be held liable for the damages. Another
$200 will be used to purchase and mount a bronze plaque on the restored monument.

CLEANING HEADSTONES - At the June 16, 2025, meeting of the SSAWYV Council of
Administration, Glenn Roosevelt shared details of work being conducted by the SSAWYV chapter
there in conjunction with other organizations. He observed that while there is a D2 Biological
Solutions spray used for cleaning headstones, one can also use Wet & Forget which can be
purchased at Lowes, Ace Hardware, etc., at a less expensive price. It can also be diluted. Simply
spray, let the solution and sun do its work then hand-wash it off with water. The dirt comes right
off though stones covered in moss might take a little
more time and effort.

SARATOGA PLAQUE FOUND! — The USWV
memorial plaque at the Saratoga Town Hall was
misplaced during renovations and was recently found.
SSAWYV President Tim Mabee advised the SSAWV
Council of Administration meeting of June 16, 2025, that
he was contacted by City Hall which advised the plaque
had been “sandwiched between two doors in an upstairs
attic that nobody ever visited.” Tim visited City Hall and
a wall across from the Mayor’s Office will be the new
location for the plaque. He’s working with the
Commissioner of Public Works, which will clean and
remount the plaque with decorative screws. “We hope to
have a ceremony in the future,” Tim said.
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Private Frank Guidi

Battery F, 5" U.S. Artillery
By Maj. Peter L. Belmonte, USAF (Ret.)

Francesco (Frank) Guidi was born on 16 August 1874, in Cassano al’Ionio, in the Southern
Italian region of Calabria, the son of Domenico Guidi and Maria Genese. The Guidis had at least

one other child, Antonio (1872- 235000 4018 SR i
1947). The family came to the T e —
. . [ 5th Art.
U.S. in 1892 and settled in _ Guidi Frank lpvt | F UsA
. ENLISTED WHEN I WHERE RESIDENGE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT

Memphls, Tennessee. ,‘%‘Sﬁeslyoé@}gga’\ N.Y. City | RS Oy

. . | Cos. F, N and H, 5th Artillery and 54th Co., Coast Artillery, USA
Frank Guidi made his way to t

. Pvt.

New York City where he was = T e

working as a tailor when he
enlisted in the Army for three

DATE AND CAUSE D RANK HELD, AT SEPARATION FROM SERVICE

June 9, 1901--Hon, discharged--Pvt,

LAST SERVE D IN

years ln New York Clty on 10 ﬁo}:ir L e " [_AGE AT ENL. 'occu;ﬂa];'?m. or Eve ;""'7 HAIR
June 1898, about six weeks after Ttaly ‘ el N O e L
the United States declared war on e N iy sl SO0 el

Spain. He was described as five
feet, five inches tall with brown
eyes, dark brown hair, and a dark
complexion. During his enlistment, Guidi served in Batteries F, N, and H, 5th Artillery
Regiment, and in the 54th Company of the Coast Artillery Corps but precise dates of assignment
are not known.

STATE RECORD - New York, Spanish-American War service
card for Pvt Frank Guidi (Ancestry.com).

Guidi initially served in Battery F, 5th Artillery Regiment. Battery F was under the command of
Captain Henry J. Reilly, a Civil War veteran who had been commanding the battery since 1868.
Reilly instilled dash and efficiency in his battery. One veteran of the battery recalled:

On pass, by the tilt of their hats and the swagger of their gaits; on parade, by the polish of
their guns and the sleek coats of their animals; in action, by their thorough
reconnaissance, their march discipline and the speed and accuracy of their fire, Reilly's
Battery always attracted attention.’

The battery had been transferred from Fort Riley, Kansas, to Tampa, Florida, by May 1898 in
preparation for sailing to Cuba. It was during this period of training that Guidi joined the battery.
The unit shipped from Tampa aboard the Comanche on 3 July and arrived at Daiquiri, Cuba, one
week later. There, it received orders to move to the front lines. Upon reaching the lines, the

7 See Captain A. R. Ginsburgh, U.S. Army, “Rolling Along With Reilly,” in The Field Artillery Journal, No. 1,
January-February 1933, p. 5 (available online,
https://tradocfcoeccafcoepfwprod.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/fires-bulletin-
archive/1933/JAN_FEB_1933/JAN_FEB_1933_FULL _EDITION.pdf, accessed October 6, 2022).

17

Visit our National SSAWYV website at: https://ssawv.org


https://ssawv.org/

Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans Volume 2025, No.3

battery dug gun pits and awaited action. To the disappointment of the men, “the guns never fired
a shot. For all intents and purposes, the Battery had enjoyed a grand maneuver under actual war
conditions and returned to camp. By the end of August, the outfit had returned to the United
States.”®

While in Cuba, Guidi was a swing horse driver in the third section of the battery. Also, according
to newspaper obituaries, Guidi, who could speak French, Spanish, German, English, and Italian,
“served as Spanish interpreter for General Shaft [sic, U.S. Army Major General William R.
Shafter] of the American staff” in Cuba.’

By 23 May 1899, Battery F was sent around the world to the Philippines to take part in the
campaign against nationalist Filipinos. It’s not known whether Guidi made the trip to the
Philippines or whether he transferred to Battery N or Battery H by that time. By 4 June 1900,
Guidi was a private
in Battery H, 5th
Artillery Regiment,
at Fort Hamilton,
New York.
Sometime after that,
Battery H was
redesignated as the
54th Company,
Coast Artillery
Corps, at Fort
Totten, New York.

Peacetime proved to
be more dangerous
for Guidi than
wartime. Sometime
in 1900 or 1901,
“Guidi was taking
part in a horse show
in Madison Square
Garden in New
York. He fell from
the gun he was riding and received two broken legs when the wheels ran over him.”!® Guidi was
discharged as a private with excellent character at the end of his term of enlistment on 9 June
1901. Within two years, Guidi began to draw a government pension based upon his injury.

FORT TOTTEN PARK - Private Guidi’s former duty station is now a New York
City public park.

8 Ibid., Ginsburgh, “Rolling Along With Reilly,” p. 7.]
® See “Frank Guidi,” The Memphis Press-Scimitar, 25 June 1949, and “Frank Guidi,” The Commercial Appeal
(Memphis, Tennessee), 25 June 1949, both in Newspapers.com
10 “Frank Guidi,” The Memphis Press-Scimitar
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After his service, Guidi started a tailoring business in Memphis. On 26 May 1908, he was
involved in an altercation with M. J. Burton, a former Memphis patrolman who was then a
sewing machine salesman. Guidi alleged that Burton had accused him of “‘giving a spiel’ against
him (Burton), and half an hour later sneaked up to his back and felled him with a blow. Burton
testified that he struck Guidi in self-defense after being struck and called vile names” by Guidi.
Guidi sued Burton, but Burton was acquitted.'!

A 1934 newspaper report described Guidi’s meeting with an old Army comrade, Lieutenant
Manus McCloskey. McCloskey, by 1934 a brigadier general commanding the 81st Division, was
attending the annual meeting of the Reserve Officers Association when Guidi happened to hear
his name. According to the news report, “As soon as Mr. Guidi heard the name McCloskey, he
rushed up to greet his old comrade.”

“Hi, there, lieutenant!”

Brigadier-General Manus McCloskey... was startled from his usual military composure.
He hadn’t been addressed like that in 30-odd years.

“Why, hello, Guidi,” and he was cordially shaking hands with Frank Guidi, 65 North
Third, Memphis tailor, who served with General McCloskey in 1898 and 1899 when the

general was a second lieutenant in Reilly’s Battery in Cuba....

As the conversation proceeded, General McCloskey found out that Guidi is the father of
nine children.

“You have more than done your duty for your country,” he congratulated his Memphis
friend as he walked away.

A young lieutenant standing by was in a state of great agitation at the apparent lack of
respect for his superior officer, and as soon as the general had turned his back, grabbed
Guidi by the arm,

“He is not a lieutenant any more, he’s a general now,” he explained.

“Oh, he is. Well, he was a lieutenant then,” Mr. Guidi said, unabashed.'?

Guidi worked as a tailor in Memphis until he retired due to ill health in 1945. He died on 24 June
1949.1

11 See “Burton is Acquitted,” The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tennessee), 13 June 1908, in
newspapers.com.
12 All quotations are from “Rank Means Nothing to Tailor on Greeting Former Lieutenant,” The Commercial
Appeal (Memphis, Tennessee), 30 May 1934, in Newspapers.com
13 Bibliography: U.S. Army Register of Enlistments, 1784-1914; New York, Spanish-American War Military and
Naval Service Records, 1898-1902; Tennessee, Death Records, 1908-1958 all in Ancestry.com. Obituary:
“Frank Guidi,” The Memphis Press-Scimitar (Memphis, Tennessee), 25 June 1949, newspapers.com. See also
Captain A. R. Ginsburgh, U.S. Army, “Rolling Along With Reilly,” in The Field Artillery Journal, No. 1,
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Period U.S. Army Calls Available on Youtube

A Youtuber at the Madras Arsenal has posted ‘U.S. Army Bugle Calls Daily Sequence: An
Honorable Tradition’ and proceeds
to play the appropriate tune, giving
the name of the tune and the time
normally played during the day.

He writes, “US Army Bugle Calls d
have been used since the formation =
of the US Army and goes back o |
millennia to ancient times. Bugle
calls in the US Army were used to
control troops on the battlefield and
in garrison environments as a way to
ive orders without shouting. Bugle .
galls are still used today in t%le Ug @ e CRi LN
Army on bases to mark certain times
of the day. Taps is a famous bugle call that is played at ever military funeral.”

it S Lt’ght Extinguished/ Funera

IESCRBE

US Army Bugle Calls Daily Sequence: An Honorable Tradition

The individual is dressed in 1897 field attire, appropriate for the early Spanish-American War
Era and will likely be of interest to readers. For old Soldiers (and shipboard Sailors), the tunes
will be familiar.

O’Neill ZOOM Meeting

By Avery Frantz

The Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175 held their 3rd
Quarter meeting in October of 2025. The meeting
was held virtually to accommodate Brothers who
cannot join in person. During the meeting a well-
known name many of us know in this very
National Son was initiated as a member of Camp
#175, that being Peter Belmonte, a veteran
himself. Keep a lookout on his continual
publications. They are always outstanding!

Screenshot is those of attendance during the Virtual Meeting, while Brother Belmonte
introduced himself to the Camp after his initiation.

January-February 1933 (available online, https://tradocfcoeccafcoepfwprod.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/fires-bulletin-
archive/1933/JAN_FEB_1933/JAN_FEB_1933_FULL_EDITION.pdf, accessed 6 October 2022.). See also: Monro
MacCloskey (McCloskey), Brig. Gen., USAF (Ret.), Reilly’s Battery: A Story of the Boxer Rebellion (New
York: Richards Rosen Press, Inc., 1969). Pension application card from Fold3.com.
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Trumpeter Emilio Cassi,
1t U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, 1898

By Maj. Peter L. Belmonte, USAF (Ret.)

The 1st United States Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, the Rough Riders, is one of the best-known
units of the Spanish-American War and arguably one of the most renown military units in
American history. Its history need not be repeated here. The focus of the article is on one
member of the Rough Riders, Trumpeter Emilio Cassi.

Emilio Demetrio Cassi was born on 13 August 1870 in Monte Carlo, Monaco.! His father,
Antonio Cassi, was from Borgo San Donnino (since 1927 the city has been called Fidenza),
Parma, Emilia-Romagna, Italy.? A talented musician, Emilio Cassi moved to Paris, France, to
study violin. While in Paris, Cassi met a young girl who would become his wife eight years later.
The young girl was Cocola Castillo, the daughter of Fernandez y Cespedo, a native Cuba who
happened also to be an insurrectionist leader. Cocola’s father had been imprisoned in Spain; after
he attained freedom, he moved to New York where Cocola was born. Cocola was only twelve
years old at the time she met Emilio, but, as she explained later, “Cuban girls mature earlier than
Americans, and I was tall for my age...””* Emilio and Cocola developed a mutual attraction, and
before Cocola left Paris with her parents, Emilio had requested of Cocola’s maid to be given one
of her evening slippers as a token of remembrance. Thus, the two erstwhile lovers separated, not
to meet again until 1899 in Cuba.

After his Paris schooling, Cassi joined the French Foreign Legion and served two years in
Dahomey, in West Africa. When asked later about his service in Africa, Cassi replied: “Oh, that
is done; do not make me what you call a swashbuckler. ... It was hard work. Exciting? Oh! Yes;
but when all’s over, what of that?”** The author has found no first-hand evidence from Cassi to
indicate when he came to the United States. In a 1900 newspaper article, quoted above, Cassi
stated simply, “Next I came to New York,” without any indication as to when that was. The
author has found, however, a passenger manifest showing the arrival in New York City of
Demetrio Cassi, age 24, aboard the La Gascogne on 31 October 1892. Cassi, who was traveling
second class, is described as a student and a native of Italy; he was bound for New York City
carrying one piece of baggage.’ Despite the age and birth location discrepancies, it’s possible this
refers to Emilio Cassi, the trumpeter, given the information in the next paragraph.

On 6 February 1893, Cassi enlisted for five years in the Army at West Point, New York. He
enlisted under the name Demetrius Cassi and gave his birthplace as Parma, Italy, his age as
twenty-two years and three months, and his occupation as soldier. He is recorded as five feet,
eight and three-eighths inches tall with dark brown eyes, black hair, and a dark complexion.
Cassi served in the Military Academy Detachment of Cavalry until 12 May 1893 when he was
transferred to the Detachment of Field Musicians at West Point. For some reason, Cassi was
discharged without honor on 9 September 1893, at West Point.® The author believes that both the
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1892 passenger manifest and the 1893 U.S.
Army service mentioned above are records of
Emilio Demetrio Cassi, the future trumpeter of
the Rough Riders. The author has not found
other records pertaining to anyone named
Demetrio Cassi who might be a different person
than Emilio Demetrio Cassi, and he feels safe
in the attribution discussed above.

Sometime soon after his truncated Army
service, Cassi moved to San Francisco,
California, where he became a leader of a
twenty-four-piece orchestra in the city.” Cassi
soon met William “Buckey” O’Neill who
impressed him as “a splendid fellow—heart too
big for his body...”® At O’Neill’s urging, Cassi
moved to Arizona Territory where he became,
in Cassi’s words, a plainsman, working at “the
J. W. Clark place at Jerome.””” Newspaper
reports show that one D. Cassi, sometimes
referred to as “Prof. D. Cassi,” formed and led
several bands in Arizona Territory in the late
1890s. Sometime prior to 1897, Prof. D. Cassi
had organized the Tucson Philharmonics which
had “attained more than local renown.” By

August 1897, Cassi had moved to Bisbee to ROUGH RIDER CASSL
form a band there.!® The result was the Copper - —
Queen band consisting of twenty members EMILIO CASSI - A newspaper sketch of Emilio Cassi.

under D. Cassi’s direction.'! The band was said (TP St- Paul Globe, 17 June 1900)

to have ordered new musical instruments and would soon “make the welkin ring with their
melodies.”'? Once again, the author feels confident in asserting that this D. Cassi was indeed
Emilio Demetrio Cassi.

Cassi became a naturalized U.S. citizen while living in the Southwest, and he noticed O’Neill’s
strong patriotism. Cassi recalled: “Well, one day Bucky [sic] said I must organize a brass band,
so the colors could be hoisted to the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ in regular fashion. I got up a band
and then came the war excitement. Bucky said we must all go to Cuba and wipe the Spaniards
off the face of the earth.”!® There was talk of recruiting a cavalry regiment among the Territory’s
cowboys and ranchmen even before the United States declared war on Spain, and Cassi desired
to join. He recalled that he had been informally tapped to lead the regimental band, but there
wasn’t enough time to organize and train such a band.

Accordingly, Cassi enlisted on 1 May 1898 as trumpeter in Troop A, 1st United States Volunteer
Cavalry Regiment, at Whipple Barracks, Arizona Territory. He gave his occupation as
bandmaster and his place of birth as Monte Carlo, Monaco. Cassi is listed as twenty-seven years
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and three months old (the number of months is difficult to discern on the scan of the document
the author viewed), with a fair complexion, brown eyes, and black hair; his height is unclear but
appears to read five feet, nine inches tall. His record also bears the notation: “Vision left eye
defective.”!* Sixteen days later, Cassi and the rest of his company was mustered into federal
service in camp near San Antonio, Texas. The story of the Rough Riders’ journey to Tampa,
Florida, and their time there, including their embarkation and sailing to Cuba, is well known and
need not concern us here, other than to relate a bit of inside history during that trip to Cuba.

While aboard the Yucatan off the coast of Florida, Cassi applied for the position of chief
musician for the regiment, writing to the regimental adjutant:

Understanding that a vacancy now exists in your Regiment for Chief Musician, and also
that a band has not yet been organized, I have the honor to apply for a place upon its
organization, preferably that of a Chief Musician.

I am a musician and band director by profession; am also acquainted with the
arranging and instruction of music in general and other requirements of the position 1
seek.

At present other Volunteer Regiments have Chief Musicians assigned to them with a
view of the prospective organization of bands. It is in this regard [that] | make
application and trusting the same will be favorably considered.”

To this, Captain Buckey O’Neill, commander of Troop A, added his endorsement two days later,
as the Yucatan sailed off the coast of Cuba: “Application of Trumpeter Cassi to be Chief
Musician, Ist Regt. U. S. Vol. Cav. is hereby endorsed with the recommendation that the
appointment be made, as the applicant seems well qualified for the position.”!¢

Upon arrival off Cuba, the Rough Riders, along with others who disembarked on 22 June, had a
rather rough time of it. But Cassi and his fellows got safely ashore and moved inland. Cassi was
at Las Guasimas on 24 June 1898 and was one of the soldiers who carried the wounded
newspaper correspondent Edward Marshall to an aid station.!” As Marshall recalled:

“Cassi was one of the men who carried me out after I was wounded. ... After we got to

the field hospital, I noticed that the blood was running from one of his hands, and when
he let go the canvas stretcher, I saw that he had carried me all the way with the tips of
his fingers cut clean off by a bullet.”’!®

Cassi also blew taps at the gravesides of Captain Allyn K. Capron and Sergeant Hamilton Fish
after the battle.

One week later, Cassi and the Rough Riders participated in the Battle of Santiago, charging
Kettle Hill. The approach to San Juan Heights was confused and dangerous. At one point, the
Rough Riders and other troops waited under heavy Spanish fire, and casualties began to mount.
According to Private Arthur L. Tuttle of Troop A, Cassi provided a moment of comic relief for
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the men. Cassi had apparently lost his carbine, hat, and trumpet in the confusion. He “gave
everyone who saw him a hearty laugh as he ran up and down the road in front of his comrades,
with enemy bullets slapping the ground about him, repeating over and over in uncontrolled
excitement: ‘I lose my bugle! I lose my bugle!””!® Cassi, of course, eventually found his bugle.
According to John Long, a Spanish-American War veteran and reporter, Cassi “blew the call that
sent the Rough Riders up San Juan Hill [sic]. The order to advance, you will remember, was

unofficial, and if it had not succeeded there would have been a few courts martial. Cassi was the
chief offender.””°

During the fighting at Kettle Hill and San Juan Heights, Cassi was wounded, giving the date as 2
July 1898 in a 1900 newspaper article: “Then a bullet ploughed into my wrist on July 2, 1898,
and put me out of action. The worst of that is I can’t play the violin any more.”?! The wound
indeed put Cassi out of action. He was evacuated from Cuba and in the Army hospital at Fort
Thomas, Kentucky, by 18 July.?> When one considers the recollection of correspondent Edward
Marshall, quoted above, regarding Cassi being wounded on 24 June at Las Guasimas and Cassi’s
claim to have been wounded at Kettle Hill about one week later, one must conclude that one of
the recollections is incorrect. Of course, it’s possible that Cassi was wounded in each action, but
the wounds described (fingertips sheared off and a bullet ploughing into the wrist) are bad
enough that, had the wound occurred at Las Guasimas, Cassi would not have been able to
continue duty for more than a week afterward.

Yet another anecdote about Cassi in combat was supplied by fellow Rough Riders veteran
Sherman Bell of Troop K. Bell commented about Cassi:

He was the man, you know, who on the night of July 2, followed the lead of the other
buglers under orders and sounded ‘Cease firing.’ The regulars, of course, obeyed this
order, but we fellows were not there to obey orders of that kind, and we kept on
plugging away at the Spaniards in the long grass in front of us. Cassi faithfully blew
‘Cease firing’ until he thought he had blown enough, but no one stopped. So, Cassi
threw down his bugle, picked up a gun and commenced to do his business just like the
rest of us. It was fully a quarter of an hour after the other commands had ceased

firing.”

A contemporary newspaper article mixed fact with fiction, and perhaps created a patois dialogue
for Cassi when it reported on his wound (spelling, punctuation, and capitalization in the
original):

Emil Cassi is a rough rider from Arizona, where his father is a wealthy miner and cattle
raiser. His is of American and Spanish extraction, and speaks Spanish with more
fluency than he does English.

“Roosevelt is all right,” said he. “Brave man. Everybody brave down there. Nobody
stepped back. Couldn’t step back if wanted to. The fire too hot.” Cassi has a bullet
wound in his left hand and the doctors have told him that his first finger must be
amputated. He is unconcerned and gay, spending much of his time visiting comrades
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and promenading
about the grounds.
While THE SUN
correspondent was
talking to him a
young woman came
and asked him to
pose for a picture
that is to be sold for
the benefit of the
Army and Navy
League Fund. He
readily consented,
and as he is tall,
well-proportioned
and handsome and
picturesquely
garbed the picture
should be a striking
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PENSION INDEX CARD - Index card of Emil (Emilio) Cassi's disability
pension filed on October 13, 1898.

success in every particular.**

After the Rough Riders
returned to the United
States and were
mustered out, Cassi,
who had been mustered
out on 15 September
1898, campaigned for
Theodore Roosevelt in
his bid for the
governorship of New
York. According to
Cassi, “Yes, I was on
the Bowery with him
[Roosevelt]. What a
lively place that is at
night when politics are
hot, isn’t it?’?° On 13
October 1898, Cassi
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Figure 1 INVALIDED FOR GUNSHOT WOUND - This Veterans
Administration payment card for Emilio Cassi reports the gunshot wound in
his eft hand as the justification for being invalided out of the Army.

filed for a government pension based upon his military service and wounds he suffered in

Cuba.?®

Expecting to be made a captain in the Havana police force during the United States occupation of

Cuba, Cassi returned to Cuba only to find that, instead, he was made a lieutenant. According to
Cassi, this was because more senior positions were to be given to Cubans.
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One night in January 1899, Cocola Castillo,
Cassi’s long-lost love, was attending a ball
in Havana in the company of Mrs.
Sampson, the admiral’s wife, who
“introduced” the two. It was not until after
their first dance that mutual recognition and
remembrance took hold. Cassi and Castillo
were soon engaged to be married. Sadly, the
night before the marriage was to take place,
Cassi ran into trouble as a police officer.
There are a few different versions of what
happened, but the following narrative
portrays the facts commonly agreed upon.?’

One night, while near the Hotel Inglaterra in
Havana, Cassi came upon a threatening
situation. As he recalled: “A fellow who
appeared to be spoiling for a fight got into a
row with an inoffensive chap and pulled a
gun. The other one was unarmed. I shouted, TOY 'ROUGH RIDER' BUGLER -England’s

“Don’t kill him!” and then the Cuban turned King and County Military Miniatures and Models

upon me.”28 Cassi drew his revolver and Il;as a Spam‘sh-Amerl.can War set made of pewter.
. mong their figures is a trumpeter, perhaps based
fired first, striking the man who later on Trumpeter Cassi.

succumbed to the injury. Some newspaper

reports state that a patrol from the 8th U.S. Infantry Regiment responded to the shooting and
ordered Cassi to drop his revolver; Cassi refused, and one of the soldiers fired at him, striking
and severely wounding a bystander instead.?” The next day, Cassi and Fernandez were wed,
nonetheless. Cassi was able to secure the services of a friend of his who happened to be an
American Roman Catholic priest. But the man who had been slain was one Major Martinez of
the Cuban army, and feelings ran strongly against Cassi, and he was thrown in prison.

Cocola visited Cassi in prison, and the two renewed their troth. In fact, the two were wed on 1
May 1899, with Cassi still in prison, by an American Catholic priest whom Cassi knew from his
service in the Rough Riders. Newspaper accounts to the story, true to the drama of turn-of-the-
century journalism, reported how Cocola pleaded with President William McKinley, Governor
Theodore Roosevelt, General Leonard Wood, and Cuban General Gomez, seeking for relief for
Cassi. The efforts cost Cocola all her money and resulted only in the concession of allowing her
to live in the jail with Cassi. According to him, he and Cocola were “kept there at police
headquarters in two rooms until the prosecutor agreed to withdraw the charge against me if |
would abandon my defense. This was done. Then I was advised to leave Havana, but I could not
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run away at such a time.”*° However, newspaper accounts vary; Cocola claimed that a “lower
court” convicted Cassi of “reckless shooting” and sentenced him to two years and four months in

prison in December 1899. She
stated that at the “trial of the
superior court he was acquitted
after more than ten months’
confinement in prison.”!

Cassi is recorded as having
various careers in Havana
following his release from
prison.!* On his 1918 registration
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for the draft during World War I,
Cassi listed his occupation as
merchant, the type being
illegible. He is recorded as living
in New York City, but his wife
and business are given as in
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New York. On two passenger 33 b
manifests dated 1924 and 1939,
he’s listed as a merchant or an
entomologist, respectively.*?

As an indication of world politics, Cassi became involved with national fascist party of Italy
while in Cuba. He was one of 844 members in Cuba in 1924; the “society among Italian subjects
in Cuba is chiefly to bring them closer together for mutual betterment, and to encourage Italian
immigrations.”* Cassi was still a proud American, even while residing in Havana and being a
member of an Italian fascist organization. In July 1930, in honor of the thirty-second anniversary
of the charge up Kettle Hill, Cassi planned to sound a charge from the rooftop of his Havana
home, using the same trumpet as he had during the battle.>*

Cassi died in Havana on 30 September 1947.3° The true facts of his life as obtained using
American records are interesting. When one combines some of the as-yet unsubstantiated things
reported of Cassi, his life reads like a fairy tale. For example, it was reported that “Cassi served
with the French in Tonquin [Northern Vietnam], was a bandmaster on a Chinese flagship at the
battle of Yalu and has been on an exploring expedition in Alaska.”* His wife reported that he
“had joined the army in Algiers, had fought the blacks in Dahomey, had purchased a ranch and
been a cowboy in Arizona, had made a little fortune from his violin in California...”?’

14 Examples of England’s King and County Military Miniatures may be observed at this link: (Spanish
American War 1898 RR01M Mounted Rough Rider Trooper with Bugle Matte Paint Version - Made by King
and Country Military Miniatures and Models. Factory made, hand assembled, painted and boxed in a
padded decorative box. Excellent gift for the enthusiast.)
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Cassi appears to have been a good soldier despite one newspaper article that took a snide shot at
Cassi in its report on his plight in Cuba: “Emil Cassi, a trumpeter of the Rough Riders during the
Cuban war, and who, according to reports from other members of that regiment, distinguished
himself by his great modesty in refraining from making himself conspicuous on the firing line,
has again become distinguished by shooting a Cuban major in Havana.”*® The weight of
evidence indicates the Cassi was conscientious and brave; he is reported to have been well-liked
by the men of his regiment and at least by Theodore Roosevelt and Buckey O’Neill.

Readers will be delighted to know that they can hear a recording of Emilio Cassi blowing several
military bugle calls as he played them in Cuba during the Santiago Campaign. The recordings
were made in 1898 and another a little later. One may search “Rough Riders bugle calls”!'® on
YouTube, and there should be at least two examples to listen to. Cassi’s rendition of “reveille”
will take military veterans back to their days in uniform.
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WALTER SCOTT ELLIOTT

A Glimpse at Some Who Served

(This article originally appeared in the Daughters of *98 July 2025 newsletter. Our thanks
to Walter Scott Elliott’s granddaughter and D98 member Barbara Elliott Osborne and
National President Pat McAteer for sharing.)

Barbara Elliott Osborn, a Daughter of ‘98°, shared the following information and pictures of her
grandfather, Walter Scott Elliott, a soldier in the Spanish American War. He was born March 13,
1869, in Indianapolis, Indiana. In May 1898, at 29, he heeded his country’s call for action in the
Spanish American War. He enlisted in the Hospital Corps and took his oath at Fort Sheridan,
north of Chicago. In July 1898 Walter was transferred to Camp Thomas at Chickamauga Park,
Georgia where they had basic training. There he was in General E. Brooke’s 1st Army Hospital
Corp which soon took railroad cars to Newport News, Virginia en route to Puerto Rico.

The following is the first installment of Walter Scott Elliott’s diary written from May 24, 1898-

August 1, 1989. (Because his diary is rather lengthy, but extremely interesting, it will be
presented as written by him, in three installments along with more information on his life.
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WALTER SCOTT ELLIOTT
Diary of Spanish American War

1st Division, 1st Army Corps, Reserve Hospital Corps
under Major General John R. Brooke

First Installment May 24, 1898- August 1, 1898

May 24, 1898 (Tuesday) I took the oath which made me a soldier. I remained at Fort Sheridan,
linois until

July 5, 1898 (Tuesday) I was transferred to Camp Thomas Chickamauga Park, Georgia There I
was detailed with the Reserve Hospital of the 1st Army Corps under General Brooke.

July 22, 1898 (Friday) We broke camp and after
loading our tents, camp equipment, baggage and
medical supplies into twelve covered wagons we
proceeded to Rossville, Georgia, where we were
to take rail road cars to Newport News, Virginia
en route to Puerto Rico.

July 23, 1898 (Saturday) We had a late supper
last night (11:00 p.m.) Tap sounded at midnight
and the men stretched out on the ground and
under the wagons for the night. I was appointed
Corporal of the guard for the third relief and was
called out at 3:00 a.m. for duty. At that hour the
4th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry was loading
onto railroad cars and on 4:00 a.m. they pulled
out. At 7:30 a.m. we began to load our wagons,
mules, horses and men onto railroad cars and at
noon we started for the front amidst the cheers of

the cavalry and the signal corps who lined up to
see us off. Major General John R. Brooke

July 24, 1898 (Sunday) This Sunday had been one of the most eventful in my life. As our soldier
train sped along through Kentucky and West Virginia, the whole population of hamlets, towns
and cities turned out to cheer us on our way. Early in the morning a pretty Kentucky girl of 15
summers came running out from a log cabin as we were slowly climbing a hill. She had in her
hand a homemade flag about 3 feet long and coming close to the train she handed it to one of the
soldiers who was sitting at the edge of a flat containing ambulances. Later in the day I got the
flag from the fellow who didn't appreciate its value. At Huntington and Charleston, West
Virginia we were given royal receptions by the patriotic citizens who showered us with flowers
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and fruit and cake and coffee, and many little tokens of their love for their nation’s defenders.
They said at Huntington, “You are our nation's best, and nothing is too good for you!” The good
people of this city cut up hundreds of loaves of bread to make sandwiches for the soldier boys
who passed through, en route to Puerto Rico.

July 25, 1898 (Monday) We arrived at Newport News, Virginia around 3:00 p.m. this afternoon
the people in all the towns en route cheered wildly as we passed through. On reaching Newport
News we pitched camp on top of a high bluff commanding a beautiful view of the mouth of the
James River. As soon as the tents were up many of us made a quick time march for the delightful
saltwater at the river's mouth. We first found an oyster man just coming in with a boat load of
oysters and after a mess of “Blue Points” on the half shell, we went in for a bath which was
much more welcome after our long, dirty ride from Georgia.

July 25, 1898 (Monday) continued. As our mess outfit was on the wagon train, which did not
arrive till late, we have to “rustle” our own supper, so Dr. Morris of Indianapolis, my tent mate,
and I took a car and went into the center of the city where we got a fair lunch at a restaurant. We
took our time coming back, strolling along the main street, stopping occasionally to con verse
with some of the citizens. Many sailors from the “USS Minneapolis” and other U.S. ships
mingled with the hundreds of soldiers who thronged the streets. It was after taps when we got
back to camp.

July 26, 1898 (Tuesday) Got up at 4:30 a.m. and went for a plunge in the salt water. The tide
was flowing, and the water was elegant. Bought a mess of fish from a fisherman and fried them
in a skillet borrowed from a house near the camp. Had hardtack, fish and well water for
breakfast. Was thankful for the well water. They began loading animals and wagons on the
transports today. Think we will be starting by tomorrow. The sun was very hot this morning,
storm in afternoon. I went up to town this evening to mail some letters. I met two men who I
took to be ministers. I stopped and introduced myself. One was the pastor of the Christian
church, and one was the pastor of the Baptist Church. Receiving an invitation to call, I later
stopped at the home of the Christian pastor, and his wife set out a nice lunch for me, which was
devoured with great satisfaction, as our hardtack and beans had become monotonous.

July 27, 1898 (Wednesday) This has been the hardest day, physically, since I entered the army.
At an early hour we struck camp and rolled everything into bundles for carrying on the back.
Besides my haversack, which was loaded and heavy, my canteen containing a quart and a half of
water, | carried a roll on my shoulder containing one half a shelter tent, pegs and poles for the
same; my blanket; poncho or rubber blanket; overcoat cape; blouse; blue flannel shirt; five suits
of underclothing, seven pairs of socks; and extra pair of shoes, a leathern case containing
needles, pins and thread; an empty tick for straw, and the number of incidentals --making it all a
load of about two hundred pounds, including haversack and canteen. At 10:00 we started on a
march. It was the hottest sun that I have ever felt, and we were under the command of Captain
Chalmers of New York, who felt his shoulder straps and knew little about taking care of his men.
We continued marching through the hot streets of Newport News until 12:00 noon when we
stopped at the stockyards where some of the men fell over from exhaustion.
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USS MASSACHUSETTS (BB-2) — This ship was part of the North Atlantic ‘Flying Squadron’ and
participated in the blockades of Cienfuegos and Santiago conducting several firing missions on Spanish
fortifications while there. It missed the battle of Santiago Bay due to recoiling at Guantanamo. It was
reassigned to support the invasion of Puerto Rico. It was during this period that Walter Scott Elliott was
aboard. (NARA)

July 27, 1898 (Wednesday) Continued We were taken into the mule pens where each man was
given four mules to lead on to the C&O Pier where they were to be loaded onto the transport
“USS Massachusetts.” There we had to wait and wait until the horses and truck that were ahead
of us got loaded. The dinner hour passed and we were hungry. The sun was hot. The mules were
ugly. “USS Massachusetts” I finally got a stevedore to hold my mules, and I went to the ship to
find out what was the matter. I went aboard and heard the ship’s officers shouting commands
“Not to bring any more horses aft.” I went ashore and as I left the gangplank, I met General
Brooke and saluted him. He asked me what was causing the delay with the horses, and I told him
what I had seen and heard.

July 27, 1898 (Wednesday) Continued We finally got all our stock loaded about 6:00 p.m. and I
went to a restaurant and got supper. We men then laid around on our stuff till after 9:00 p.m.
when we marched aboard and as signed quarters on the third deck below. Every man was
assigned a hammock. Through the oversight of the ship’s officers, all the hatches were closed
except one about four feet square, and it was hot and close down there. Most of our men stripped
to the skin and then we suffered so that many of us took our blankets and went up on the deck to
sleep. I slept on the hatches near the horses and had some hay under me, so that [ was quite
comfortable. The Lord Jesus Christ had sustained me and kept me contented through all the
experiences of the day.
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July 28, 1898 (Thursday) We were still tied up at Newport News when we awoke this morning.
At 8:00 a.m. we were still unfed. Captain Biddle and I went on to the pier and looked for forage,
and finding none, the captain told me to “make a sneak” uptown and get my breakfast. I made a
beeline for the house of the Reverend Mr. Edwin Wellford, pastor of the Presbyterian Church. I
found him; his wife, his father Circuit Judge Wellford, of Richmond, and his mother all sitting
on the front porch. I introduced myself as a theological student and was warmly received. I was
just in time for a hearty breakfast served with true southern hospitality. This was my farewell
taste to civilized life At 12:30 noon, we cut loose from the pier and the tugboat “Hinton” towed
us into midstream where we began our voyage to Puerto Rico. At 1:30 p.m. we went through
Hampton Roads, past Fortress Monroe and also Point Comfort. The “USS St Louis” bearing
General Brooke and the 3rd Illinois was ahead of us and was in sight till dark. We also passed
the revenue cutter “Relief” evidently en route to Hampton Road. Our rations are slim and our
quarters unbearable. I took my blanket and poncho and went up on top deck and “slept” through
a storm on the bales of hay. The ship is loaded too heavy on the port side. The wind blows a gale
and the running sea tosses the ship up and down and breaks in a shower of spray all over us
occasionally.

July 29, 1898 (Friday) The day started out with a heavy shower. I sat on deck with my rubber
poncho over me and got my face washed without the usual exertion. About 8:00 a.m. the sky
cleared, and we had a beautiful day. The sea calmed down as smooth as the floor almost.
Constant work has at last put the ship in good condition for the men and the army rations have
been augmented by a few little extras, so that now there is no cause for complaint. The ship’s
hospital was established this afternoon. One corner of the officer's deck was roped off and the
sick --except those who were merely seasick --were brought from all over the ship and they were
assigned space on deck for each to spread his blanket. I and three others were detailed as nurses:
Frank Varstterman was detailed steward in charge and Major Bain was hospital surgeon overall.
25 men were brought inside the ropes suffering from a variety of ailments ranging from a mule
kick to malaria fever. During the afternoon we had some distinguished visitors at the hospital --
among them special correspondent Haskell of the New York Herald who allowed me to look at a
U.S. government war book on Puerto Rico and gave me some information about the island to
which we are going. We have mascots galore aboard, dogs, pups, cats, kittens, eagles, canaries,
goats, loons, chickens, rabbits and so forth. It was a perfect evening on the water; the sunset was
beautiful. After dark a lot of good singers gathered aft on the quarterdeck near the hospital and
sang for about an hour or more. After singing “Three Cheers for the Red, White and Blue”
someone called for three cheers which were given with a will by the crowd on deck. It might
have been heard for miles across the water if anyone had been there to hear but not a sail was in
sight. Several small fires were discovered in the hay after nightfall which caused a general order
to be issued by Captain Reed prohibiting smoking or striking a match on board. One of the ships
cooks sneaked out on the port side aft to enjoy his cigarette and was placed under arrest by the
officer of the night

July 30, 1898 (Saturday) I slept a good 8 hours, rolled in my blanket on deck under the hospital
awning. After reveille we lined up on the quarter deck, naked, for a bath. The boatswain stood
there with the fire hose and turned a big stream of seawater on the men as they advanced toward
him. It was enjoyable. The newspaper correspondents took snapshots of the novel scene, and
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then they too stripped off and got “in the push.” This has been a beautiful day but uneventful, not
a ship was sighted all day.

July 31, 1898 (Sunday) The bathing operation was repeated this morning on the windward side
of the hospital. The high wind carried the spray over the patient's in such quantities that they had
to flee to the other side of the deck. This has seen less like a Sunday than any Lord's day for
some time. The special correspondents for the press got out an edition of the “Transport Yeller”
today. A small three masted ship was sighted off to the west of us this morning. It was likely a
coasting ship. We are keeping our eyes peeled for a possible Spanish war ship. We have these
patients in the hospital today, Scott of Hartford City, Maryland; Boorse of Lansdale,
Pennsylvania; Stone of Louisville, Kentucky; B.W. Edwards of San Antonio, Texas; Bowers of
Louisville, Kentucky; Nojes of Montclair, New Jersey; Mallory of Indianapolis; George Smith of
Bowling Green, Kentucky; Charles Mahon of Pittston, Pennsylvania; Ackley of Louisville;
Kentucky; W.W. Massee Louisville, Wisconsin; H. Elliott of St Joe, Missouri; F Ott of Emaus,
Pennsylvania; G.A. Thomas of Wyandotte Michigan. None of the men are very sick. Scott has
lingering malaria and is very homesick. Malloy is more homesick than ill. He is a mere boy-- son
of Dr. Malloy of St Clair, Indianapolis. Today the saying has been true “Water, water,
everywhere, and not a drop to drink.” The pumps broke and we had the hardest work to get a
little water for the patients. We had to muster today for pay.

Note: Installment 2 of Walter Scott Elliott’s diary will be in the next issue of the newsletter along with more
information about his life prior to the war. The third and final installment will include remainder of his diary
and information about his life.

€

US Navy during invasion of Puerto Rico.
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O’Neill Camp Inducts ‘Real’ Son

By Avery Frantz

On May 4, 2025, Glendale,
Arizona, the Buckey O'Neill
Camp No. 175, Sons of
Spanish American War
Veterans initiated Real Son
William G. Peters into the
order of the Camp and
installed new officers for 2025-
2027.

Colonel William G. Peters,
U.S. Army (Retired) was
initiated by Camp President
Frantz and was issued a Real
Son Certificate by the Camp.
Col. Peters is a resident of Sun
Lakes, Arizona and 92 years
old, holding the distinction of
being the son of William
Edward Peters of Albany, Georgia who served as a Private
in Company G, Ist Georgia Infantry from July 2, 1898, to
October 1, 1898. Brother Peters shared during the meeting
that he remembers attending United Spanish War Veteran
meetings in Albany, Georgia with his father in the 1940's
and 1950's, and even shared a photo of his father in
uniform. Brother Peters himself was very impressive
having graduated from West Point in the early 1950°s and
later serving as a Colonel at Ft. Huachuca in Arizona, "the
home of the Buffalo Soldiers".

One interesting fact about Real Son William Peters was an
incident that occurred on December 23, 1954. He was a
First Classman (senior) at West Point, on Christmas
Leave, and was looking for a ride to get home to Albany,
Georgia for Christmas. He showed up to the Washington
National airport and ran into President Eisenhower and
Mamie who were also going to Albany, Georgia to spend
Christmas there. Eisenhower and Mamie invited Brother
Peters to join them on their plane. He traveled to Albany
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FATHER AND SON - Colonel William
G. Peters (top photo) was inducted into
the O’Neill Camp as a ‘Real Son’. His
father (bottom photo) was Private
William Edward Peters of Co. G, 1%
Georgia Infantry. He was from Albany,
Georgia.
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with the President and the First Lady while enjoying lunch with the official party.

Other happenings of the meeting after the initiation of Brother Peters included the presentation of
Spanish American War uniforms by Camp Vice President David Williamson, the gifting of belt
buckles to the Camp by member Daniel Griffin, and the idea of possibly doing an America 250
Saguaro. 11 peoples present for the meeting.

"

NEW O'NEILL CAMP OFFICERS - Pictured above are Camp members and new Buckey
O’Neill Camp Officers for the 2025-2027 term. These include, from left to right, Brother
John Rogers, Brother Daniel Griffin, President Avery Frantz, Sgt-at-Arms Brandon
Porter, Treasurer M. Ryan Taylor, Brother William G. Peters, Brother Hal Barber,
Brother T. Oliver, Sr VP David Williamson. (Contributed Photo)

Spanish-American War Lecture — September 22™

The Friends of Fort Fremont in Beaufort, SC are working to preserve the Fort as an artifact of the
Spanish-American War. There will be a lecture on September 22 on that conflict. Wendy Wilson
invites all SSAWYV and Daughters of 98 to that event. Please visit their website at:
www.fortfremont.org
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History of the Aston Park “USWYV 1898”
Spanish-American War Memorial

by Avery Frantz, President,
Buckey O’Neill Camp No. 175
Sons of Spanish American War Veterans

In the early times of history, Aston Park, the site where the USWV 1898 memorial would later
be placed, was established in 1898—the same year the Spanish-American War began. The land
for the park was donated by George Willis Pack, who requested that it be named after Judge
Edward J. Aston. According to the City of Asheville, Aston Park is recognized as "Asheville's
first truly modern public park."

In 1933 plans to create a memorial were largely started by the Auxiliary to the United Spanish
War Veterans to create a Spanish-American War flowerbed memorial. During this time other
organizations were also sponsoring botanical memorials like memorial trees for the park as well
as other arrangements. To raise money the Auxiliary held parties, sold carnations, and hosted
other events alongside with the United Spanish War Veterans camp of Asheville to raise money
for the “USWYV 1898 Memorial.

In 1934 enough money for the USWV 1898 memorial was raised and it was placed at the
entrance of Aston Park. The memorial, a tribute to Spanish-American War Veterans, was
surrounded by 135 red and yellow plants “the color of the auxiliary” and the letters painted white
to stand contrast against the flowers.
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On May 27, 1934, a few days short of Memorial Day,
the USWYV 1898 Memorial was dedicated to a crowd
of around 300 people by the Thomas W. Patton Camp
USWYV and their Auxiliary in honor “...of dead
veterans of the Spanish American War...”. Little Jonny
Lou Cole, the 9-year old daughter of the Commander
of the Thomas W. Patton Camp unveiled the memorial
to the large crowd, and a Mrs. Minnie Sickafus,
President of the Auxiliary, read a letter from Mrs.
Theodore Roosevelt expressing her regret that she was
unable to attend the dedication. Other speeches
included that of J. Bat Smathers, Asheville City
Attorney and Rev. Davis. Taps then finished the
ceremony and all flowers during the dedication were
taken to Spanish-American War veterans within the
Oteen hospital and the rest sprinkled on the graves of
those veterans that departed.

In history after the monument's dedication, Memorial
Day was often at the memorial by Spanish American
War veterans and their families. Families of the
respected Spanish-American War veterans also
picnicked often within the park enjoying the
memorialization of the park.

In May of 2023, it was reported that the memorial was
missing and according to Christo Bubenik, marketing
and communication manager with Asheville Parks &
Recreation, “The memorial in question was removed as
it had fallen into disrepair, had become difficult to
maintain, and held no known historic connection to the
Aston Park site.”

Bubenik said. “No agreement or documentation could
be found in our records of who installed the monument
or claimed ongoing interest in the stones.”

A month later after the removal of the memorial,
Avery Frantz, President of the Buckey O’Neill Camp
No. 175, Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans sent
a letter to the City of Asheville requesting the
monuments return citing the inaccuracies of the claim
that there were no “connection to the park™ and that the
City of Asheville violated the 2015 North Carolina law
the prohibited the removal of the veteran memorials.
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300 Persons Present At
Dedication Ceremony

In Aston Park

—_—
Approximately 300 persons attende
cd exerclses yesterday afternoon at
Aston Park when a marker in honor
ot dead veterans of the Spanish
American War was dedicated,

The memorial consists of
hewn to form the lettering
W. V. 1808, and Is located
flower bed at the park.

The exercises were in charge of the
Thomas W, Patton camp, United
Spanish War veterans, and the wom-
an's auxtliarv of the camp,

E. M. Israel presided in the ab-
sence of Commander John D. Cole.
Prayer was offered by the Rev. ['-
Gibson Davis, pastor of the Fi.
Baptist church.

Mrs. Minnle Sickafus, president of
the auxiliary, was introduced by Mr.
Israel and she read a letter from
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Mrs. Roose-
velt, in the letter, expressed her re-
gret that she was unable to attend
the services here. She is the widow
of former President 'I'neodore Roose-
velt who led the “Rough Riders" {n
the Spanish-American war,

Talks vere made by J. Bat Smath-
ers, Asheville attorney, and the Rev.
Mr. Davis. Miss Jonny Lou Cole,
nine-year-old daughter of John Cole,
unveiled the marker. Taps were
sounded by Albert Schaffle, Flowers
later were taken to Spanish-Ameri-
can war veterams at Oteen hospital
and graves of veterans of this war
were decorated.

stones
“Ul 8
iIn a

Asheville Citizen Times, May 28, 1934.
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The City represented by Pete
Wall responded to the letter
offering the Buckey O’Neill
Camp No. 175, Sons of Spanish
American War Veterans the
memorial instead. With the
Camp in no position to obtain
the memorial and without proper
funds the offer was not
followed. Instead, a public
records request was placed upon
Parks and Recreations to find
that there were supposedly no
records of communication
between any city officials or
workers approving the removal
or speaking of a removal.

In the mid-portion of 2024,
Avery Frantz then contacted
Valor Park in Denton, North
Carolina under the control of
Commemorating Honor, Inc and
represented by Mrs. Toni
London. After speaking with
Toni London, she noted that
Valor Park would be able to
incorporate the memorial into
their park and save the memorial
from its demise.

A\ R T

MEMORIAL REMOVED - The Aston Park USWV memorial suffered
A letter was then sent to the City = some damage during its removal and was flooded by Hurricane Helene
of Asheville from the Sons of while it sat on pallets in city storage. (Contributed Photo)

Spanish-American War Veterans in June of 2024 asking that the memorial be given over to
Commemorating Honor, Inc under the authority of the Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans.
It took the City of Asheville 1 year with weekly emails and phone calls to act on their
proposition, in which the memorial was transferred to the Sons of Spanish American War
Veterans who then transferred it over to Commemorating Honor Inc.

To help with expenses the Camp additionally donated $400 to the organization and sent a 4ft
wide granite marker explaining a brief history of the memorial. On August 22, 2025, the
monument was picked up by Commemorating Honor Inc. and transferred to the park for its
lifespan. It was also been damaged during its removal and flooded by Hurricane Helene while it
sat on pallets in city storage.
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Buckey O’Neill Camp #175
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INTERPRETATIVE STONE — This stone will identify the role of the USWV and SSAWY in
erecting and later preserving the USWV memorial from oblivion. Brother Frantz reports,
“Attached is a picture of the monument when it was in the park, the monument being transported
to Valor Park, the new interpretive stone delivered to Valor Park by our Camp...Toni London,
President of Commemorating Honor Inc stated that they will build a mound to place the monument
on, paint the letters white and replant flowers so it is restored to how it was during original
placement. She said a historical accentuate US flag on a pole will then fly behind the monument as
well with the interpretive stone in the front. The stone was made by J. Mark Saxon of Georgia and
hand delivered to Mrs. London in Thomasville, North Carolina.” (Contributed Photo)

Majestic Monarch of the cloud, defend the Banners of the free—
While by lightning lances driven, the Spaniard’s flag in shreds is riven.
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ROUGH RIDER MASCOT TO BE REMEMBERED - In the pursuit of getting a cenotaph for Cuba the Dog,
Rough Rider mascot, Camp President Frantz visited the Arizona Copper Museum of Clarkdale, Arizona, in
October of 2025, and spoke with Mr. Meinke, a veteran of the War on Terror, and son of Museum Director
Drake Meinke, whom is a member of the Buckey O’Neill Camp. The museum has agreed to be the home of the
cenotaph, and the memorial will be placed in the horseshoe area as seen in the photo. The Camp and the
museum await grant funding to see if the envisioned memorial will be a success. Additionally, seen is Camp
President Frantz pointing the land owned by the mines, which in the background somewhere is buried Cuba.
] " »

W

THE MENGER BAR

EXACT RFPU&TA OF PUB IN LONDON'S
HOUSE OF LORDS. THEODORE ROOSEVELT
RECRUITED “ROUGH RIDERS” HERE IN
1898. SITE OF MORE CATTLE DEALS
THAN ANY OTHER PLACE IN TEXAS
AND SAN ANTONIO'S OLDEST
CONTINUOUSLY QPERATED SALOON.

ROUGH RIDER RECRUITING VENUE - In July of 2025, Buckey O’Neill Camp No. 175, Sons of Spanish
American War Veterans President Frantz and Daughters of 98’ member Verna Maleski visited the famous
Menger Bar of San Antonio, Texas where Teddy Roosevelt himself sat at to enlist further Rough Riders for
the war. On behalf of the historical preservation and in recognition of the bar and hotel, Camp President
Frantz presented the Hotel and Bar with a letter from the Camp and a Buckey O’Neill, 125th Anniversary
Pin which will be displayed within the hallway leading to the bar. (Contributed Photos)
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O’Neill Camp Helps Flood Victims

On October 4, 2025, 3 Brothers of the Buckey O'Neill Camp No. 175, Sons of Spanlsh American
War Veterans donated ' )
their time with the
Globe Downtown
Association in helping
local homeowners of
Globe, Arizona
recover from a flood
that swept the city with
water levels higher
than 5 feet.

President Avery
Frantz, Treasurer Ryan
Taylor, and Brother T.
Oliver worked on the
local antique shop
called Good Junk
scraping and power
washing the floors of
mud and debris. The
local antique shop had
a car that washed into
the store and most of
the items had to be
moved.

While Brothers Frantz
and Oliver swept and
washed the sludge
upon the floor it was
then further brushed
into the street and
removed and emptied
into a large dumpster
by Brother Taylor.

While our association may focus on the historical aspect, the Brothers in Arizona believe it is
always critical to serve your local community, the living, and help continue the towns that many
of our Spanish American War veterans called home.
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Called Meeting

Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans

Date: November 15, 2025

Place: Comfort Suites Downtown Carlisle, PA

(* : " The U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center
lmnm;‘,’,s
&:

“Nouy
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SOLDIER FOCUSED MUSEUM
ARCHIVES e RESEARCH LIBRARY

—

ONLINE AT USAHEC.ORG [{{ & 950 SoLDIERS DRIVE, CARLISLE

» ¢ —e  oo0s/o0s8 B & Yolube 5] 3

The National Sons of Spanish-American War Veterans will meet on Saturday, November 15,
2025, at Comfort Suites, Downtown Carlisle, Pennsylvania at 10 am. After a brief business
meeting, the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center (AHEC) will be toured. The museum
covers the broader American Army experience and includes outdoor exhibits. The gravesite of
Molly Pitcher is 1.5 blocks (walking distance) from the hotel and will also be visited.

Rooms are set aside at the Comfort Suites Downtown Carlisle in Carlisle PA
for November 14 and 15.
Rate is $109.00 (plus tax) per night. Reservations must be made by Nov. 7th.
Discount Code: FASWV
Hotel in Carlisle, PA | Comfort Suites® Official Site | Comfort Suites Downtown Carlisle

Hotel Address: 10 South Hanover Street, Carlisle, PA 17013

The hotel is 30 miles from the Harrisburg, PA Airport. A meeting room is also on site and we
can use it 11/15 at no charge. There is a restaurant/bar on site for social activity. The Army
Heritage and Education Center museum is approximately one mile from the hotel. There is

plenty of parking at the site.
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